Church of One Tree 
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Today a special group of Heritage Tours marked the official end of the 1396 season. 
This year we had a total of 3095 visitors and an income of $4566.07 The past few 


years cornpar 

ed as follows. 


1936 

$4,584.83 

3095 people 

1995 

$4,877.25 

3972 people 

1994 

$4,910.62 

3448 people 

1993 

$5,389.00 

4618 people 

1992 

$5,390.22 

4854 people 

1991 

$5,882.88 

5144 people (admission price raised to $1.50) 

1930 

$4449.20 

5824 people 

1989 

$ 3,866.53 

3972 people 

1988 

@ $2000. 

2500 people 


The statistics for October 1996 were as follows: 


Adults 172 Youth 28 Groups (11) 132 
Total $516.30 

Admissions $403.25 
Sales $76.75 

Donations $ 36.30 


Kids 13 Seniors 69 Total 412 people 


Promotion and fund raising will continue during the winter months at no charge to 
the City of-Santa Rosa hopefully more deposits will be made. How about a Holiday 
Open House the same time as the Burbank Home & Gardens first weekend of 
December. 3.F. Chronicle did advertise our museum monthly however the Press 
Democrat was not consistent this year in listing us. 


The gutter s need to be Cleaned out soon. Please make out a work order for this 
pi oceeoure. Hie museum is closed unless a special Holiday Open House is approved. 
The Hue 11 Howser Show has been delayed until after January 1, 1997. 


I he Ripley Board of Manager's Convention will be in Ocho Rios, jama; 
1 93 c. uoiiu iidcko Will i ^present Santa Rosa at no charge to the city. 


: A h A;; ,4 


The Church Of One Tree/ Ripley Memorial Museum 
Monthly Report 


To: Eric Jorgenson 
Recreation & Parks Dept. 

415 Steele Lane 
Santa Rosa, CA. 95403 

October 7, 1996 

The Church of One Tree will be featured next month on the Hue!I Howser "California 
Gold" program on Channel 22. The November showing will also include a Luther 
Burbank special. Howser's Program is featured In four States on public television. 

The consruction on Santa Rosa Avenue has begun interrupting the flow of traf ic to 
Sonoma Avenue. There was also a "major" negative article in the Press Democrat 
about Juilliard Park. The activities of museum neighbors were drug and 
prostitution related. Problems of a severe nature began on September 6 & 7th and 
continued throughout the month. The police were called several times and they 
responded. About twenty people were involved. The incidents continued at night 
and people stayed away from the park and the museum. The "crack and meth- 
amphetamine apartment" was finally busted by the Santa Rosa police in the third 
week of the month. The landlord evicted the tenants and changed the locks. After 
the arrest another major fight broke out in front of the museum. Curator John 
Hacku called the police who responded immediately. Hopefully there will be a 
return to the peacefulness of years past In the neighborhood. 

On Saturday October 12, 1996 the museum wi 11 co-sponsor a Chi Id Safety-Day in the 
Mall. We will provide safety material and have a raffle item at the mail. We are 
doing this in conjunction with Kids One Inc. and Kiwanis. 

The Press Democrat ha3 not published any recent materials that the museum has 
sent for Q-magazine or Entertainment. We were listed on ocassion during the 
summer months. Hopefully we can again be listed in the City's Guide for next Spring. 

The Gardeners of America have requested a tour through the museum for November 
2, 1996. We will accommodate them with no charge to the city of Santa Rosa. We 
also will open our doors to a travel group at 3p.m on November 15th. Fund raising 
efforts will continue this year throughout the winter at no charge to the city! 



The Church Of One Tree 
Robert L. Bel Jeve It Or Mot! 


September 6, 1996 

August Report 

HuelI Howser came and completed the 
segment for California Gold. It was nice 
to be included in this classic show. It 
will air In four states on KCET (locally 
KRCB from Rohnert Park) sometime in 
November. There is a slight chance that 
it will be on the air sooner. 

I have contacted Post Newsweek Cable 
and they may run the Turner Broadcast of 
Bob Ripley if we can produce some 
sponsors. Valerie Hayes is the new 
contact person there. Stay tunedl 

Jui I Hard Park 

There seems to be an increase in the 
transient activity at Jui I Hard Park. 

There were more reports to me of overt 
prostitution and drug dealing. The police 
were called on these matters. Our 
railings were destroyed and the front 
area of the museum has been used as a 
toilet during the night. 

Recreation and Parks has fixed the 
railings and we are back in business! 

Did Mot Understand the Concept 

On August 7, 1996 two elderly people 
entered the museum from the open West 
side door. Curator John Hacku 


ial Museum 

explained that it cost $1.50 for both of 
them. They replied that they" just 
wanted to look around." Since John was 
in the middle of a historical explanation 
of the museum to other tourists inside 
the couple asked how long was the tour? 
John replied "about 15 or twenty 
minutes". 

They declined and said they "just wanted 
to look around". John again repeated that 
it was a $1.50. The man and the woman 
continued to be in the museum. Neither 
of them made a motion to pay. John then 
stated that "I must ask you to leave." The 
man and woman left. They walked to 
the front of the building on the Juilliard 
park side and left through the park. 

An appropriate sign is displayed on the 
front door and now we will have a sign 
on the back door as well. The hot August 
days need ventination. This was 
obviously a mis-understanding. 


Arts In The Park 

This was simply a fabulous day and 
everyone involved seemed to really enjoy 
I themselves. It was hard work and well 
worth it. We had a record day of $171 at 
the museum. We hope to have more of 
these events at Juilliard Park. 

The Lotus & Water Hyacinth 
Juilliard Park 
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Church of One Tree 


The Statistics for September 1996 are as follows: 


Adults 

Kids Seniors 

Youth 

Groups 

Total 

176 

15 79 

67 

3- 36 people 

363 people 


Admissions $378.50 
Sales 57.75 

Donations 63.35 

Total $ 499.60 


Next year the Ripley International Entertainment Inc. will conduct a search for the 
Oddest Laugh in the world contest. We will participate in this contest also at a 

local level using Church of One Tree. This promotion was highly successful in Texas 
and Florida. 


Sincerely, 



John R. Hacku 
Curator 
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August 4, 1996 


The KCET television show California Gold filmed one episode 

at the Church of One Tree. The show is set for release in December 
with host Huel Howser. 

The KFTY film crew is due on Monday afternoon to film the special 
Presidential Believe It Or Not's plus the Presidential plates on 
exhibit. This should air this week. 

The August event Arts in The Park at Juilliard should bring more 
people to the museum. Last year it was a very successful event. 
There will be a Kids Korner set up in front of the museum. 

The statistical information for June: 


Adults 282 
Youth 95 

Seniors 134 
12Groups 144 
Child 39 

Total 694 people 


Admissions $625.00 
Sales 113.50 
Donations 58.25 

Total $786.75 


July Statistics are as follows: 


Adults 257 
Youth 101 
Seniors 104 
2 Groups 24 
Child 22 

Total 618 people 


Admissions 

Sales 

Donations 

Total 


$576.75 

65.75 

82.73 

725.23 


Sincerely, 

John R. ilacku 
Curator 


The Men's Garden Club borrowed the 
lotus for the Fair in exchange for more 
future lotus plants and to help with the 
clean-up of the pond's water hyacinths! 


Page 2 

Channel 50 in Santa Rosa came and 
filmed a segment on our Presidential 
Plate Dispaly. We were on the news 
twice. The Press Democrat also listed 
us in the Community Life section of the 
paper on September 1, 1996. The display 
is a welcome addition to our Ripley 
Displays. 


We have gone into cyberspace. Check us 
out on the internet. Our site is 
www.SFNET.NET//KP/Ripley Thanks to 
the efforts of Curator John Hacku we are 
now on the super highway. People have 
come into the museum because they 
found us on the internet. No cost to the 
city of Santa Rosa! 

Santa Rosa Map 

We will be on the map again next year. 
The Chamber of Commerce will have a 
super colorful map next year and we will 
be on it. Thanks to the efforts of 
Curator John Hacku the museum will be 
on the Santa Rosa map again at no cost 
to the city of Santa Rosa. 


August Statistics 


Adults 

273 

Youth 

124 

Seniors 

117 

Children 

34 

2 Groups 

24 

Total 

572 

Admissions 

$610.00 

Sales 

70.00 

Donations 

43.89 

Total 

$723.89 



The Church Of One Tree 
Ripley Memorial Museum 
July 9, 1996 


KCET television from Los Angele 


The museum had a total of ^^people 
this month to bring in $786 and change. 
The Anniversary Day Celebration at 
Villa Pompei and the Hot Rod Event 
helped. There are future events planned. 

The July Presidential "Believe It Or Not! 
Exhibit is set to open before the 
Presidential Conventions this year. July 
20 will be the official opening on a 
display dedicated to Presidents who 
made Ripley's Column and the Believe It 
Or Not Cartoon next to a Presidential 
item or Picture. Alma Molinari Kemls 
donated Presidential Service Plates to 
our Museum which inspired this display. 
Included in the donation were: 

King Faisal Dinner Service (six plates) 
Franklin Roosevelt Dinner service (8) 
USS Williamsburg Plate 
Cuban Palace Plate 
US Embassy Presidential Seal 
President Truman Green &. Gold Service 
Gov. Kenncn of Louisiana 24k Gold Plate 

All of the plates are 24k gold plate and 
will be next to a connected Believe It Or 
Not! pertaining to the topic. 

The Laura Bull Achievement made 
Tuesday's Press Democrat. The Native 
Sons of The Golden West Award for her 
speech on Ripley in the amount of $1,600 
was quite an accomplishment. 


contacted the museum and will film a 
sequence here in Santa Rosa on July 24, 
1996. The Huel Howser Public 
Television Program "California Gold" 
will interview Curator John Hacku about 
the Church of One Tree and Robert Ripley. 

The August 18, 1996 Jazz & Classical 
Music Event looks like it will be a big 
hit. Many people are expected and the 
Church of One Tree will help sponsor a 
Kids Safety Festival to coincide with 
this event. Kids One, the local safety 
event organization, will provide safety 
materials to moms, dads, and kids. 

The new kids korner in the Ripley 
Museum is a big hit. Kids get to color, 
read, or draw in an area set aside just 
for them. Even young adult3 are spotted 
lying on the children's mat drawing and 
making a mini-trip to childhood. More 
items for the corner are coming, one 
mother sugested to fence it in so young 
toddlers would stay put while they enjoy 
the museum. Her suggestion will be 
considered for another area in the future. 

Information of the sales, donations and 
| visitors were left at the museum so will 
be included in an adendum this week! 
Sincerely, 

John Hacku 
i Curator 


The Church Of One Tree/ Ripley Memorial Museum 
25th Anniversary Cel lebration 
June 1996 Report 

June 10, 1996 


The Church Of One Tree is 123 years old but the Ripley 'Believe It Or Not!" 
museum which is inside is 25 years young. The items from Bob Ripley and the 
displays on the Church officially became a museum on June 06, 1971 thanks to many 
different organizations. At Villa Pompei overlooking the luscious Sonoma Valley a 
great time was had by the Kiwanis Clubs on June 6th. In 1957 during the move and 
1 971 during the opening they played an integral part in this museum. This is also 
the anniversary of D-Day. One of the major passwords on that day in 1944 was 
Bel leve it Or Not! at Operation Overlord. Bob Ripley was one of the major fund 
raisers for the War Bonds Effort in World War II. There will be on-going 
celebrations at Church of One Tree all year. The Press Democrat and KZST plus the 
Hot Rod Show at Juilliard Park all contributed to a fantastic weekend at the 
museum. Over $80 on Saturday and over $90 on Sunday came from guest to the 

celebration . More on that at the next report. 

Laura Bull won the speaking contest in Palm Springs with her desertation on 
Robert Ripley. This Native Sons of the Golden West is an annual event. She won a 
trophy and $1,600. She is a student at El Molino High School and will be a senior 
next year. Information has been sent to the Press Democrat. 

The statistics for May are as follows: 

Adults: 204 Sales $92 

Youth: 47 Donations $52.21 

Senior: 89 Admissions $502.00 
Child: 24 

1 i Groups: 1 32 


i otal 49o i otai $646.21* 


^Addition error on May 13th of 
Error was corrected money-w 
dona c i ons. 


$10 put figures for the month of May off py $ 
ise on May 1 8th & 19th in the form of extra 
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A92 Sonoma Avenue 
Santa Rosa, California 
U.S.A. 95A01-6319 
(707) 52A-5233 


25th Anniversary 


May 5, 1996 


The Church of One Tree/ Robert L. Believe It Or Not!^ Ripley Memorial 
Museum will celebrate it's 25th Anniversary on June 6, 1996. There 
will be a special luncheon at the Villa Pompei at 5800 River Road 
in Santa Rosa. Special Invitations will be in the mail soon. Please 
call 838-8698 for your R.S.V.P. The price of admission will be $15. 
Other events will take place throughout the year. On June 13th at 
Los Robles Lodge presentations will be given to three of the founding 
fathers of the museum! Art Volkerts, Ben Cummings, and A1 Mansoor 
will be special guests at a $10 dinner celebrating this event. There 
will be a special donation box set up for the Church of One tree. 

The month of April statistics are as follows: 


Admissions: $538 

Donations: $ 55.85 

Sales $109.00 


Total 

$686.85 

Adults 

239 

Youth 

72 

Seniors 

99 

5 Groups 

60 

Under 7 

33 


Total 303 people 


Sincerely, 



John R. Hacku 
Curator 


P.S. The Los Robles Lodge Presentations will be at 12:15 p.m t . at 

the Kiwanis Luncheon. It was the Santa Rosa Kiwanis Club ttuft 
helped 25 years ago! 
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Continued from Page DJ 
;of which brought him un early 
tdeath in 1948 at age 55. 
i While this is essentially a docu¬ 
mentary of the man’s life filled 
nvith historical film footage and 
{facts — the producers for some 
[reason decided to dramatize It with 
{a meeting between a wide-eyed 
{schoolboy and a back-from-the- 
jgrave Ripley. The boy (Jason Mars- 
/den) is working on a school project 
} at Ripley's grave when the ghost 
{(Richard Portnow) appears, a natty 
/vision in spats who gives a gosh-and- 
Igoliy narrniion of his own life and 
'death. 

| Hacku snid the 3how "is very 
/accurate," and it gives an extensive 
'look at Ripley's early life in Santa 
(Rosa. 

/ A large omission, however, is that 
jthe show fails to mention the 
/controversy over Ripley’s date of 
jbirth. It states matter-or-factly that 
{he was born on Christmas Day, 1803 
i— 100 years ago. But no definitive 
'record exists. His mother claimed 
his birthday was In 1890. His tomb¬ 
stone — at least the real one in 
Santa Rosa - has 1890. His pass¬ 
port, which Hacku has displayed at 
the Santa Rosa museum, says Feb. 
25,1892. 

“He loved the dispute — thought 
it was great," Hacku said. “He’d just 
tell people, ’! have no memory of 
that day.’ He thought it added to his 
mystery,” 

, A poor student, Ripley doodled 



Believe it: This is the real 
Robert Ripley. 


his way through school and was 
cartooning for a San Francisco 
paper while stili in hi3 teens. He 
moved to New York in 1913, and 
penned his first “Believe it or Not” 
cartoon in 1918. The response was 
immediate. 

Within 10 years, Ripley was mak¬ 
ing $500,000 a year working for 
William Randolph Hearst. His car¬ 
toons were running in papers 
around the world, and Ripley him¬ 


self had become a world traveler 
search of oddities to feature in ii 
work. 

Hacku said the man had a huj 
ego, and he fueled it with consta 
seif-promotion, in his heyday I 
received a million letters a year, 1 
bought an “island mansion" o 
Long Island and packed it wit 
millions of dollars worth of strani 
art and artifacts. He sought n> 
controversy, challenging icons lit 
Lindberg’s flight and the Nation 
Anthem. 

Ripley’s personal life was vei 
public — part of his effort to boo 
his persona. 

“He was the oddest person in t! 
country," said Hacku. “He made 
living being odd.” 

But the fast lane took its toll. See 
in his short run of live televisle 
shows in the late 1940s, the shy be 
from Santa Rosa is fat, slow an 
sometimes confused. After a sho 
about the origin of the funeret 
“Taps," he collapsed on the set an 
died a short time inter. 

Believe it or not. 

The WTES show includes plane 
of Ripley’s oddities. But the strani 
est, and most interesting, is Ripie 
himself. 

“He was the most popular peno 
in America for a time,” Hacku sail 
“He wanted a vacation, but he’ 
created a dynasty, and he couldn 
getaway from it." 

WTBS is not available on Sam 
Rosa’s Post-Newsweek Cable, oc 



; 

?l 


can be seen on Multivision, Centun 
Wander and Viacom/Petaluma c: 
bis systems. The Ripley Museum, i 
the “Church of One Tree" the 
Ripley helped make famous, i 
open from April through October i 
Santa Rosa’s JuilUnrd Park 









The Church of One Tree Robert L.. Believe It Or Not!"(B'Ripley Memorial Museum 

492 Sonoma Avenue 
Santa Rosa, California 95401 
(707)-S24-S233 

February 1 7; 1996 


Delieve It Or Not! is a household word that began with Santa Rosa's own Bob Ripley 
who featured his Mom's church in his daily cartoon feature and made it world 
famous. This is a sample of some of the statistics and events that have transpired 
over the past six years at the museum. The best is yet to come. This packet and 
video short will give you a small glimpse into the enjoyable, informative, and 
upbeat museum. 


When Ripley went to this old church as a boy he must have heard dozens of times 
"Believe It Or Not this Church is made from One Redwood Tree". In 1957 the 
building was moved to the Juiiiiard Park where it rests today. Twenty-five years 
ago on June 6, 1971 (an anniversary to the day that Bob was buried in Santa Rosa in 
1949) a small memorial to Ripley was opened inside the church after efforts to use 
the church as a public meeting place, a theater, a small concert hall, and finally a 
wedding chapel failed to prove successful from 1957-1971. it was featured on the 
Johnny Carson show with Crawford Brooks in 1973. 


We were recently featured in Smithsonian Magazine, Grit, 101 Off -The-WaN 
Museums, Weird and Wonderful America, KZST radio and other features. There 
are now more than 50 museums throughout the world that Ripley Entertainment 
Incorporated owns. They all had their beginnings from Bob's thrist for the truth, 
the interesting, and the unusual.. There is now available a CO-Rom featuring 
Ripley’s 'The Riddle of Master Lu" created by Sanctuary Woods. Soon a best of 
Believe It Or Mot!" will be released as a CD-Rom. The made for television movie 
"The Incredible Life and Times of Robert Ripley "Bel ieve 11 Or Not!" airs on 
the "Superstation" WTBS! The Science Fiction station carries daily the "Believe it 
or Not!" series with Jack Palance one of which features the Church Bui It From One 
Redwood Tree. The museum in Santa Rosa is the only non-profit museum in the 
world that is affiliated with Bob Ripley. A hometown memorial to Santa Rosa, the 
church, and the early days in room 10 with Miss Francis O'Meara and Ripley's family 
in the early 1900's is currently displayed. 






Believe it or not 


My sister and I recently went to have lunch 
with our sister-in-law, Donna Schmale, and a 
friend of hers in Santa Rosa at the Flamingo. It 
was like a scene from a technicolor ’40’s movie — 
we four well-dressed women enjoying a ladies’ 
luncheon in a luxurious poolside setting whilst 
stylish and expensive clothes were being modeled 
I even wore a hat! ■ 


After lunch, Donna suggested we visit The 
Church Built From One Tree, which houses the 
Ripley s Believe It Or Not Museum. Santa Rosa 
never sounded so intriguing. Who could resist a 
church built from one tree? I figured it’d be 
teeny-tiny. 

1Sr, ’ t ■ This is » bi g gothic number, built in 
1 °7 Jfrom a single redwood tree from Guerneville 
on the Russian River. The giant tree, over 275 feet 

high and 18 feet in diameter, provided 78,000 

board feet of lumber, enough to build a good- 
sized church. This was one. of Robert-Ripley’s' 
Believe It or Not items, and it seems right that a 
museum to the memory of this unusual man be 
housed m a believe-it-or-not church in his native 
town of Santa Rosa. 


Many of you will no. doubt remember I 
Ripley s Believe It or Not column, with its daily ! 
collection of oddball facts - plus the radio and ' 
TV series that ran for years. What I didn’t know 
was that he was born in Santa Rosa in 1893 and i 
while still a student of Santa Rosa High School, he \ 
sold his first cartoon to Life magazine for $8 (A 
generation later, in 1937, Santa Rosan Charles 
Schultz, who does the “Peanuts” qartoon strip, 
sold his first cartoon to Robert Ripley for $8 — 
believe it or not!) Truly, there are hidden surprises I 
in Santa Rosa. 

Ripley items are housed in glass cases and 
around the walls of the old church. There’s a great 
stuffed two-headed calf (a don’t miss!), what used 
to be the world’s biggest rhino horn, a baby piglet 
with an extra-large head, and - my very own 
favorite — a fur-bearing trout (believe it or not!) 

The Ripley Museum’s curator, John Hacku, 
knows all there is to know about Robert Ripley. 
“He led an Indiana Jones sort of life,” Hacku 
says, adding that Ripley used to be the world’s 


was that he was born in Santa Rosa in 1893 and 
while still a student of Santa Rosa High School, he 
sold his first cartoon to Life magazine for $8. (A 
generation later, in 1937, Santa Rosan Charles 
Schultz, who does the “Peanuts” qartoon strip, 
sold his first cartoon to Robert Ripley for $8 — 
believe it or not!) Truly, there are hidden surprises 
in Santa Rosa. • 

Ripley items are housed in glass cases and 
around the walls of the old church. There’s, a great 
stuffed two-headed calf (a don’t miss!), what used 
to be the world’s biggest rhino horn, a baby piglet 
with an extra-large head, and'— my very own 
• favorite — a fur-bearing trout (believe it or not!) 

The Ripley Museum’s curator, John Hacku, 
knows all there is to know about Robert Ripley. 
“He led an Indiana Jones sort of iife,” Hacku 
says, adding that Ripley used to be the world’s 
most traveled man, visiting 198 countries in his 
lifetime — and this was well before jet travel. 
Ripley’s pith helmet, looking travel-worn, is 
displayed in one of the glass cases,, along with a 
lush-looking gold velvet Chinese robe, beautifully 
decorated, which he wore daily while writing and 
cartooning. There are also wonderful old black- 
and-white photos of Ripley with celebs of the 20’s 
through 40’s — Will Rogers, Frank Sinatra 
(lookin’ real young and skinny), Shirley Temple 
(curls and all), Joe E. Brown and Milton Berle., • ‘ 

You can understand why the Duke of Wind¬ 
sor once called Robert Ripley “the modern Marco 
Polo” when you view the short video on some of 
Ripley’s adventures — riding camels, traversing 
desert-like areas, seen with primitive-looking 
natives in distant jungles. He really was an In¬ 
diana Jones type, and this man went out and got 
the weird facts for his columns himself, bringing 
strange artifacts back to prove to the world — 
believe it or not — that there are a lot of exotic, 
unexplainable, and remarkable things out there.. 
He collected a heck of a lot of them; According to 
Curator Hacku, there are 23 Ripley museums 
throughout the United States, so this unique man 
with a sense of adventure and the unusual left a 
huge collection of weirdo and fascinating stuff 
when he died of a fiearfattack at age 55 in 1949. ' 

There are, of course, many of Ripley’s... 
original cartoons with Believe It or Not facts, 
which ran in 38 nations around the world and were 
read by more than 80 million people. And the 
museum has a wax figure of Ripley sitting at a 
desk plus a bust of him, done by a blind sculptor 
(believe it or not!) — an exact likeness. 

If you dig the bizarre and are looking for a 
modest little spring outing, why not visit the 
Ripley Museum in the Church Built From One 
Tree, which is on the beautiful grounds of Julliard 
Park, at 492 Sonoma Avenue, Santa Rosa, open 
Wednesday through Sunday, 11-4. (The Luther 
Burbank Museum and Memorial Gardens are 
close by — I’m doing them next time.). 

Believe it or not, I think you’ll enjoy learning 
more about Robert L. Ripley. I did. 





|A Church Made Famous by A Famous Man 

by Geets Vicent 

tts history is as fascinating as its present ,, n . „ u u u 

tse, though for a time Santa Rosa's 1‘ ° r Not -'' a _ -household word while his 

'Church Built From One Tree" seemed d h raw,ngs * h, = h accompanied the oddities 

loomed to oblivion. A rummage ™ale • Une ! lrthed br ° u ght him incredible 

tarted it on the road to salvation. s^ndica^d" 1 ?^" P “ f' ‘° thiS day ' the 

f syndicated feature still runs in many 

n what is now the Sonoma County resort Wim'beT^VhnnT draW " by . a ? ,,t Don 

own of Guerneville, but was a lumber in,'?*! Tha . nks sustained public 

enter known as "Stumptown” in 1873, hire J ' m Pat “, s . on . I " dustrie S- Ltd., 

aggers felled a single 275 foot redwood are ,. now_-wor ld-wide—25 Ripley 

•ee that boasted an 18 foot diameter This addltlon t0 the lodal one -) A11 

iant yielded 78,000 board feet of lumber 3 constant stream of visitors.. 

'hich became the First Baptist Church of i„k„ u , • • 

anta Rosa at Ross and "B" Streets. By 1902, "Church BUdll ‘p Ch “ r8 n ° f ? anta R ° Sa 

eautiful opalescent stained alass u UrCb c Bui 1 From 0n ® Tree Mus eum . 

indows, which can be seen to this day jjj** FoTnine " ^ Jui “ iard 

raced the fine edifice X f k ' F ° r mn „ e years he served as a docent 

tor another famed landmark, the Luther 

ut over the years fire and neelect ® urbank Home and Gardens located just 

tentually took their toll, until by 1957 p ™ 1 . e Str6 p t f ™ m the P ark on Santa 

ie building's destruction seemed Ave " ue ; So this curator is extremely 

evitable. Fortunately, historically- w i versed 10 Iocal history and knows the 
inded citizens came to the rescue. To save ,nfornaatlo . n . tourists, as well as 

e church, they sponsored a huge TpZL “* b ° Und .- t0 

mmage sale that some 5,000 people PP ' 

tended. They raised $3,300, enough to • .. , • 

lance the task of moving the buildfng to f om ‘ .* wa klng encyclopedia when it 
present location at 492 Sonoma Avenue o h • f. e atl " g ^ acts about the Church, 

job that took 11 hours to complete dlfinhe^kf;? h .. abou ‘ ^ Hacku a . 

v detinue kinship when he reports, "It was ‘' 

. . , on August 14, 1947 that Rinlev 

though he wasn t present that day, a unsuccessfully , tried to buy the "Church 
ng force behind all this attention was Built From One Tree" and that's the date on 
bad been baptized in the which I was born " 

Iped build it. He is also the reason why-'Though-a mative^ 'CMnecticuP^hf^hM^- 
nisands of visitors a year sign the guest a masters degree in sociology, he and'-hi<$® 
ok in what, since 1970, has become a wife, Mary Ann, have been Santa Rosa””' 
nous landmark and tourist attraction. residents since 1972. Hacku had a career as 
■ D , . n . , w a school teacher, but the lure of travel 

e Robert L. Ripley Museum pays tribute resulted in his serving as an international 
the famed cartoonist who was born in tour guide. He hopes to combine that 
ita Rosa, Christmas Day, 1893, and who, interest with his museum duties, since the 
'Pit® travels to 198 countries, is_ also Church is closed during the winter 
ned here. He made the phrase "Believe months. 



Curator John Hacku tells Santa Rosa visitors 
Robert and Lorie Marsh about the artist's 
friendship with Frances O' Meara, the school 
. w h°se portrait Ripley cherished, even 
though he was a high-school drop-out. 


.SHLAND SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL 




October 5 , thru October 0, 1993 
iound-trip Deluxe Motorcoach Transportation 
Days - 3 Nights at ASHLAND HILLS INN 
Plays at OREGON SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL 
Shakespeare’s ‘RICHARD III" 
Feydeau's “A FLEA IN HER EAR" 
Corneille's "THE ILLUSION" 
ilson's "JOE TURNER'S COME AND GONE' 
ackstage Tour of Oregon Festival Theaters 
hree Breakfasts Included - Fully Escorted 
enefit for the Sebastopol Center For the Arts 

59.00 Per Person-Double Occupancy 
49.00 Per Person -Single Occupancy 

7 FORMATION AND RESERVATIONS 
BASTOPOL CENTER FOR THE ARTS 


A Great Bagel. 
A Great Deal. 

FinaUy...a really good bagel & 
20 % off for seniors 
on 13 varieties of great bagels. 

People are also raving about our 
fresh Iowfat cream cheese spreads, 
bagel sandwiches, bagel chips, 
soups, salads, cookies & more. 


SONOMA VALLEY BAGEL® 

23)0 Mendocino Ave. Santo Rosa 

(Between Safewcv i Yardkirdil 


But now, until the end; of October, Hacku 
will be guiding the curious around the 
(Museum where they can marvel at the 
is; life-like wax figure of Ripley and' browse 
by or study all the memorabilia 

attractively housed in the ope-time 
church setting. Hacku shows '“movie 1 ''clips. ■ 
and videos which audiences find \ 
R‘Pl e lL is seen, in exotic places 
t0 #h^ a me$^n'd; Him>?by 'Ihb 

^•.•Duke!of>-Windsor»ahd : ;whicih' became ^thefe^ 
title of Bob Considirie s ! 1961 biography? 

The Modern Marco Polo. 

■ > 

-Hacku, who has facts and figures galorej at 
the tip of his tongue, enjoys telling how 
Ripley earned $.8 for his first sale, as did 
the next cartoonist who has brought fame 
to Santa Rosa." Says the curator, "At the 
age of .12, Charles Schulz sold his first 
effort to Ripley for the sum of $8, believe 
it or not!" Visitors can see a reproduction 
of Ripley's February 22, 193? feature. It 
shows a dog and a note that says "drawn 
by Sparky” along with this description: "A 
hunting dog that eats pins, tacks, screws, 
and razor blades, owned by C. Schulz, St. 

Paul, Minn." (But the drawn animal bears 
no resemblance to today's Snoopy) 

Statistics are staggering when it comes to 
detailing Ripley's remarkable career 
which, many claim, made him more of an 
oddity .than any of the unique or unusual 
facts he reported right up to his death, 

Way , 26, 1949. He challenged one and all 
with ‘the unbelievable — the truths he 
discovered which proved to be so much 
stranger than any fiction. As Hacku 
explains, "Robert Ripley discovered the 
wonders of the world long before tourists 
did, and many of them no longer even 
exist." 

Ripley's Memorial Museum is open 10 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. Wednesday through Sunday from March 
I until October 23. ' Admission is: $1.50 adults: 

75 cents for seniors and 7-17 youths: children 
under six admitted free’ amt omun mter „ r- 
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I Santa Rosa’s 
Robert Ripley- 
How old IS he? 

T his is the 100th anniversary year of the birth of 
one^of Santa Rosa's most famous sons. Believe it 
or don’t! 

That’s no joke. It truly is a matter of choice, because 
the year of cartoonist Robert Ripley’s birth has lone 
been a matter of confusion and conjecture. We know he 
was born on Christmas Day. We know he was born in 
Santa Rosa, in a house at 1112 Glenn Street where the 

I? be l°, re they moved t0 their longtime home 

at 1117 Orchard St. There was no birth certificate 
recorded, probably destroyed with the courthouse in 
the 06 earthquake. 

> r R’® 8 ra vestone in the Rural Cemetery says 1890. The 
U.S. Census indicates 1890. The encyclopedias and the 
company that owns the rights to Ripley’s trademark 
and material, which continue to be hot property 44 
years after his death, say, emphatically, 1893. The 
company, Ripley’s Entertainment, is so certain of the 
date that it is celebrating the Ripley centennial year 
But the firm can hedge a bit, since 1993 is also — for 
certain — the 75th anniversary of the day the first 
"Believe It Or Not!” cartoon appeared in the New York 
Globe. 

The anniversaries will be celebrated with a two-hour 
TV special on the Turner Network on Thanksgiving 
Day, an animated children’s series, Jack Palance’s 
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Santa Rosa High School’s Miss O’Meara 
and her prize pupil, Robert Ripley, in 


RIPLEr MUSEUM 


w n 0 rhit C n t0 an , s r wer the critics wh0 called him “The 

wiih InniKof 1 L !? r ’ T he n . ewsree is of him dining 
ith cannibals and posing with pygmies became 
standard movie theater fare 
He married in 1919, to a “Follies girl” named 
Beatrice Roberts. They divorced in 1926 and he 
became the most eligible bachelor in New York Citv 
the toast of cafe society. “B.I. or N.” was now the most 
widely read feature in the world and Ripley had his 
own radio show on CBS. 


r, ,. . ... - »>.. raiauuc s 

Believe It or Not! series on USA Network’s SciFi 
Channel, a daily syndicated show and special events at 

the 21 Ripley museums around the world. 

To say that the fame of this once-gangly kid from 
Santa Rosa, who liked drawing better than studying 
(and baseball better than drawing), has endured is an 
understatement. Bob Masterson, president of Ripley's 
Believe It Or Not, says the cartoon, licensed to United 
Features, appears in 196 publications worldwide. There 
is a larger syndication in India, South America and 
Mexico than in the U.S., Masterson says. 

• • • 

d R^^EY STORY is a Santa Rosa favorite. 

r P °wfc r ^h r T k “ as n R °y ° r Rip to his classmates at 
Lew is School and Santa Rosa High, wasn’t much of a 
student. Baseball was his passion. Drawing was what he 
did to pass the time in classes. 

„ His ? lassmat es at Lewis School would remember him 
weanng a straw hat, knickerbockers and barefoot ” 

His high school friend, Nell Griffith Wilson, who later 
became one of the area’s leading poets, remembered 
him when he came to the school as a freshman in 1904 
a ?|jy> rather awkward boy... dressed in a brown 
suit with knee pants.” 

His English teacher, the legendary Frances O’Meara 

was the fine who cow nofential in hsr HnUro, m |„„ ’ 


. N ° 0N E. W AS PROUDER of him than his former 
teacher, Miss O Meara. She had few of his drawings to 
show. Her precious illustrated poems he had left with 
her were destroyed in the fire that burned the old high 
school on Humboldt Street in 1921. Ripley gave her 8 
credit for his success, writing her letters from exotic 
ports, bringing her presents from his far-flung travels 

In 1932, returning from Asia by way of San 

Francisco, he came home to Santa Rosa. The town 
declared it Ripley Day and a crowd gathered to 
welcome him. On the stage at the new high school 
auditorium, he hugged Miss O’Meara and gave her a 
jade and gold necklace he had brought from China. 
Ripley the dutiful student had made her very proud. 

His official duties done, Ripley the bon vivant and the 
men he had played baseball with as a boy got down to 
the business of celebrating his homecoming. They went 
to a roadhouse called The Tavern (it was still 
Prohibition, remember) at Santa Rosa's northern 
border and sat down to a "luncheon” that lasted well 
past supper time. 

It was on this trip that he made an offer to go halves 
with the city to establish a museum in the First Baptist 
Church, a structure he had made world famous by 
drawing it in two of his cartoons as “The Church Built 
from One Redwood Tree” — which, in truth, it had 
been. His mother was a member of that Baptist 
congregation and his offer to buy the church was made 
in her memory. But the city was not quick to respond 
nor were the Baptists. They continued to worship in the 
building at Ross and B streets for two decades. 


of the poetry lesson 

s&wssssasa^^ 52 -, 

SSK lhe sclmVs ll ‘^'«^ni sed hlm 

: ^^^SSSSffsSi^ 

at the Kinslow l^^£^KiSM^SSv^m ,nh S 0nes 
before graduation toseek fufl-^ime work HsrSrriSSli 

^^mSKSKS' 

-•W in Globe. Dec. 18,1918, was a day 
r. all who labor under deadline can V 

S* : K« retand - R iPley sat staring at his 

. >, jJ§4 t b ' a " k Paper, without inspiration for 
! tbe daily effort. Finally, with the 

® port f edifor hollering for his 
^M ag f d h ra wing, Ripley scribbled across 
_ the top of the sheet “ChamDs and 

R l Ptey Chumps" and started sketching 

— - ; - some of the unusual things in the 


Ripley 


lT r f 3 h , eartattack while filminga?efeSion ' 

SotSTmSMw '" a <» u&d a 

Will sul"er'!Z%‘ : ’ Nmr 6ec0me 100 a[ " b “ lous « r You 

SS 3 


^SggaT 

Believe li or Natl I 



£^gtdrtd— 

(1ft ilia 
■ (w»ft wcgftty 



III LMrtON JtoewEj,-* * 

■. _ *.P.WU.UAM$ MADC TW££-UCGCO RACE REttCMMft T>« CHAP 

A Rmwwa wwKiotofwftjn backwards 

(M&YUmion,C>m.»s) ACROSS DiSOwTWENr? 


*».flWUOl{N.ftwiM 
UNDSR **TCR 
©AWiNVfcsec*. 


c£. 



£0. LAMV 

BROAD- JUWf>«D or ICS 
15ft 7>ft fs*ninac\ 
*= 


If JSSwL A^i 

<5^- IN II second* 

----- Rip _ __ v 

l h j{j™‘‘ Believe h orNot > ” originally 
titled Champs and Churjtps. ” 


Sf'SftSSEl 

I JuMrto 
* ttope. 
11,0(0 

, n*eS— 

(About ^ hour*) 


A.R»RESTEft 
/ ofTorortfa—. 

RANK»V*.8A«V*RM 
IN H Second* 


fUPLEY MUSEUM 


4 he exerted on'the c^ 6 * aatb,e ™^he pr^ifre 

■ 

Ripley had a “gotcha” in this 

ps”. o ,. , informational cartoon. The tune of 

1 U Believe it or Not /0 the anthem, he said, was “a vulgar 

old English drinking song” called 
per lo Anacreon in Heaven." Such a 

<dft ^ e . f " a “dry” country in the 

midst of national Prohibition. 
or ^sparky* . Citizens chose to Ignore the 
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John Hacku is curator of Santa Rosa's Ripley museum, a monument to a local boy who £StE£’ 





SANTA ROSA — John Hacku 
wasn’t born in Santa Rosa, and he 
never thought much about Robert 
Ripley of “Believe it or Not” fame be¬ 
fore, but now that he is Santa Rosa’s 
keeper of the Robert Ripley flame 
“Believe it or Not” has become his 
byword. 

There are Ripley museums in ma¬ 
jor cities around the world, but 
Hacku believes his Ripley museum 
tucked away here beneath the trees 
in a corner of Juilliard Park on the 
edge of downtown, is a Ripley muse¬ 
um that needn’t take a back seat to 
anyone's. 

For one thing, it is Ripley’s home 
town’s own monument to him and it 
surely is the only Ripley museum 
lodged in a building Ripley himself 
drew and mentioned as a world-class 
oddity in his newspaper feature. 

“As a matter of fact, Robert Ripley 
himself attended church here when 
this was Santa Rosa’s Baptist 
Church. “Believe it or not,” Hacku 
said the other day as he showed off 
the tidy, little, city-owned museum of 
which he is the part-time curator and 
only paid employee. 

“And of course, you know, this is 
the famous church Ripley wrote 
about, the Church of One Tree. Ail 
the boards that went into this 
church’s construction came from a 
single redwood tree felled near 
Guerneville. Believe it or not.” 

Hacku, 43, a Connecticut native 
and 20-year resident of Santa Rosa, a 
travel guide and teacher when he 


Roads West 

By Walt Wiley 

isn t working at the museum, admit¬ 
ted the phrase, “Believe it or not,” has 
become a major part of his speech 
since he signed on at the museum 
earlier this year after serving as a vol¬ 
unteer for several years. 

"It's just that everything you say 
about this man’s life is so incredible 
you have to add that to the end of 
whatever you say. I don’t know it’s 
true. I believe it’s true. You can be¬ 
lieve it or not.” 

As Hacku spoke, he was standing 
among an array of display cases and 
exhibits from Ripley’s life: a giant 
rhinoceros horn, blowups of Believe 
it or Not panels, documents, personal 
items, photographs, a full-size wax 
likeness of Ripley seated at his desk. 

Ripley was born in Santa Rosa in 
1891, 1893, 1894 or 1895, according 
to which account is believed or not, 
and he died in New York, officially 
on May 22, 1949, although there are 
variations on that as well, Hacku 
said. 

Ripley, the Santa Rosa schoolboy, 
showed promise as a cartoonist, and 
he went on to draw sports cartoons, 
first for a local newspaper, then the 
San Francisco Examiner, then the 
New York Post. 

It was while he was at the Post that 
he came up with the idea for the “Be¬ 
lieve it or Not" cartoon panel. The 


Post published the first of the series 
on Dec. 19, 1918, and it continues to¬ 
day, drawn by anonymous artists still 
under Ripley's name, appearing in 
350 newspapers. 

Once the distinctive feature caught 
on, Ripley was away for 30 years of 
almost non-stop travel, visiting 196 
countries and amassing a huge col¬ 
lection of oddities and art as well as 
an almost inexhaustible supply of 
weird facts. 

Hacku flipped on a videotape of 
old Ripley travel films. There parad¬ 
ing across the screen in flickering 
black-and-white to the accompani¬ 
ment of a booming-voiced newsreel 
announcer was one oddity after an¬ 
other that Ripley had uncovered in 
his travels. 

There was an African woman 
wearing earrings that weighed 10 
pounds, a South Pacific man with his 
teeth all filed to points, a convict in 
some faraway land whose sentence 
was to walk about the streets chained 
to a huge cross. There was even a re¬ 
port from Hell, which turns out to be 
a small town in Norway. 

“Some of this might seem a little 
commonplace to us today,” said 
Hacku. “But remember, in most 
cases Ripley was bringing these 
things to the American public for the 
first time." 

The Santa Rosa Ripley Museum, 
'.Zu Sonoma Ave., is open 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Wednesdays through Sun¬ 
days from March through the third 
week in October. 
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April 18, 1991 


The Church Of One Tree 
Monthly Report & News 


As of Thursday morning we had a total of 976 visitors to the 
Churcn of One Tree. Total income for the 34 day period was 
$1,074.95. That averages out to $31.59 per day with an average 
of more than 28 people per day. .The breakdown of statistics for 
this period March 22- April 17 is as follows: 

The total breakdown for the past 19 days is as follows: 

March 22-April 17, 1991 (19 days) 


) 


Under 8 

41 

Adults 

306 

Youth 

64 

Seniors 

87 

Groups (8) 

135 

Total 

633 


people 


Groups 

1. YMCA of Marin 
2 Daycare 

3. Den it 6 

4. (4 groups) 
Stockton 
Society 


$15 ,(26people) 
$7.50(22 under 
(6 yrs. 
$7.50(9 people) 


Historical $30.00(48) 

(people 


Admissions $630.50 

Sales 39.60 (postcards) 

Donations $ 14.25 


Total 

Year to Date 


$684.35 

$1074.95 March 1 - April 17, 1991 

976 people 


) 


Sincerely, 


John Hacku 



5uiJ rtch out -mu / 

u. OS£D W4 CUT fflOw A fl£CwXO TBft 

CWcn, 5*nt* flou.Cairf 

m MOTwCA ATTtNOCO TMSCK*Ol 


CITY OF 


May 17, 1991 


Monthly Report 


) 


rhllr ^ S n ? f n Fri £ ay mornin § we had a total of 1520 visitors to the 
Church of One Tree since our March opening. The total income 
for the first 55 days was $1651.65. This is an average of $30 03 

on MavM 28 pe0ple . per d V- biggest day 

wo ??L 1 u’^ 1 " 1 f ? thls recent time period when $62.70 was collected 

on M^v 8th d on?v ?i° WeSt day i n three years a few da Y s before when 
on May^8th only $3 was earned. Gaye LeBaron's article concerning 

„^? ley s - ot J er on Mother's Day in the Press Democrat helped our 
sales. Thank you Gaye. 


The 


total breakdown for the past 21 days is as follows- 
April 18- May 16, 1991 (21 days) 


Adults 

241 

Youth 

42 

Seniors 

111 

9 Groups 

108 

Under 8 

42 

Total 

544 


Groups 


YMCA 

Kawana School 
Sports Leisure 
Will Tier Group 


24 people 
48 people, 
24 people 
12 people 


(2 groups) 
(4 groups) 
(2 groups) 
(1 group) 


Sales $24.90 
Donations $ 8.05 
Admissions $543.75 

Total $576.70 


Sincerely, 

■o /* SS ■ / 

' -v> k ^ .• *” 4 * 

John R. Hacku 
Curator 
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CITY Of 

—- 

Monthly Report 


This month we will be featured on the KFTY station 50 show 
California North . The show will air on June 30, 1991 at 5:30 P.M. 
and will promote the museum as an interesting place to visit. The 
camera work was completed in a few hours time and did not interfer 
with the museum hours. Thank you TV 50! 

Eight groups visited the Church of One Tree this month and 
enjoyed the tour and video. We had four groups from San Miguel 
School, two groups from The Auburn Senior Center, one group from 
Boy Scout Den It 6 of Windsor, and one family group from England. 

The totals for this month are as follows: 

May 17- June 13 (20 DAYS) 


*Attached to this report is the feature 
written by Carole Terwilliger Meyers 
as it appeared in the San Francisco 
Examiner on May 11, 1991. Thank you 
Carole for the great story. 

Total 566 people 


Adults 

289 

Seniors 

136 

Youth 

27 

Children 

18 

8 Groups 

96 


Sales 48.30 
DonationslO. #5 
Admissions 6-O Q -;' 3 ~5~ 


Total 


65$>lo 


W ct „ 

,-y/J 


That makes our year to date total of 2086 visitors averaging 
8 people per day. For the first 75 days of the season we have 
earned $-2 3 or $30.80 per day which is ahead of the past few 

seasons. We look forward to a busy summer and hope to increase our 
visitor totals with the television promotion spot. 

Sincerely, 




John Hacku 
Curator 
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BUILT FRCH OHC TR££ / 

ALL LUrtKB USED was CUT fKX A SlNOX P£DwOOO TO££ 
Ovjrcn, S4At*A»4.CAi4 
m «OT«CR ATTDCCD THtSCHUOCH 


CITY OF 

Monthly Report- 

July 18, 1991 


in the^alifnrn?* m ° nth be S innin S with °ur museum featured 

J". e yaiifornia North television program on June 30, 1991 and 

mg on the agenda at the Santa Rosa City Council meeting (see article) 

Our amendanreM^n th ® S6aS0n now and 1 c has b ^n busier than uusual. 

i s d n q o r any previous time P^iod since the museum 

iirst opened m 1973. Our statistics for the month are as follows- 


June 14 -July 16, 1991 


Admissions 

$943.50 

Adults 

424 

Sales 

71.00 

Seniors 

176 

Donations 

22.35 

Youth 

134 



Under 8 

69 

Total 

$1,036.85 

10 Groups 

112 


Total 


915 


That brings our year to date visitors total to 3001 neoole 

rev.^Tf 3 t0 31 r° Ple P6r da ? Since the reason begL ? Our' 
evised and corrected year to date monies total $3346.70. 

, n , a °! Saturday the volunteers will have a picture day for the 
anta Rosa calendar. Some of our volunteers will be lucky enough 
to oe in the city calendar for 1992. 7 ougn 

He continue to have visitors from around the world and visitors 

a!'l Be " 1Um f Russia, Germany, China, England, New Zealand, and 
Japan are a few worth mentioning. 

n We T hava a new su PPly of the small history books "The Church 

for $1 00 e and W ^ te ?' Dy R , everend Ga ? ton in 1902. This book sells 
tor $1.00 and satisfies tne visitors need for in depth history 


Sincerely, 



John Hacku 
Cura tor 


S JSN §we ose 
UIIUU UNIVERSIT 


A campus of The California Slate University 


Office of Academic Vice President . Continuing Education 

One Washington Square . San Jose, California 95192-0135 . 408/924-2600 . FAX 408/924-2666 
August 14, 1991 

Church Built from One Tree 
Attn: John Hacker 

492 Sonoma Ave. 

Santa Rosa, CA 95401 


Dear John, 


concerning^ Saif Jo^S- 1° , Confirm our telphone conversation 
conutrining oan Jose Suate's reservation 

information listed below. Full 

completion of services.** 


payment 


as stated in the 
will be made following 


Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. Please notify us 
JnnfV OI J as ., P° sslbl f / f any of the information listed below 
day wi?h S yoi' information * look forward to an enjoyable 


Services: 


Guided Tour of Church 


Date of Services: 
Estimated Nbr. of People: 

Cost Per Person: 


Other: 


Sunday, May 24, 1992 (11:00am) 
30-40 

$7.50/per twelve people 
Please let us know if our tour will 
be a problem with the church being 
moved. 


Sincerely, 


——— 




Sharon A. Spriggs, Program Assistant 
San Jose State University Travel Programs 


**Or, 


(if applicable) and balance payment will be made upon 
receipt of invoice and/or completion of services. 









CITY OF 

Monthly Report 


CHUflC* 

Built fw ohc Tan / 

ALL ll*B£A U5CD v^S CUT no* A 5)NCU RCv-CCO TP£C 
Btptitf Churcn, S*nu AwA.Cwrt 
nr MOTMCR ATTtXO© TVnS OiortOi 


August 16, 1991 


storv !!“?L S ^ der ? f 5°" KCRA TV ln Sacramento completed a news 
story on The Church of One Tree and Bob Ripley this month Thp 

show will air locally Friday or Monday and local ne“ programs 
across the nation will be able to use it for their NBC segments. 

We have better than average statistics for the month Julv 17 

23 a v U f St n 16 ’ 1991 ’ 859 people toured the museum during 

the 23 days. Our statistics for the month are as follows: 

July 17 - August 16, 1991 


Admissions 

Sales 

Donations 


$895.50 

85.90 

21.65 


Total 


$1003.05 


Under 8 
Adults 

Youth 
Seniors 
8 Groups 


Total 


52 

395 

144 

172 

96 


859 


Our year to date totals are as follows: 


$4349.75 

3860 


Total 

People 


We continue to have visitors from around the world Visitors 
p«ni? e f Ze \ lan ? r ? Cen i lir identified an old photograph of Job 

Tree in Trepea^of "The^ 3 ? 3 RlC ? r ® port seein S the Church of One 
rlporJed tha? ?hP ll6Ve U ° r Not " s ^ies. It was also 

„! P C 7 tdat old 1939 cartoon done on The Church Of One Tree 

was in last weeks Houston Post, "believe it or not". 


Sincerely, 

John R. Hacku 
Curator 



t 







CITY OF 


Monthly Report 


Si C^°* ' 

Built fbom Ohc TR££ / 

AiLLUM6« uSCD WAS CUT rn» A 5iHO£ ft£Dv*OCO TBCE 
0«pittt Chuncn, $4nu ft>i*,Curf 
*Y ^VrrMW ATTDCCD THIS CHOflCM 


August 16, 1991 


0 _ Mll f® Seders from KCRA TV in Sacramento completed a news 

show y will T aTr C ? UrC ?i Of p 0n ! Tree and Bob Ri P le y this month. The 

acrosl ^he ^Mo C ^ ^ L° r N ° nday and local news programs 
the nation will be able to use it for their NBC segments. 

,, W ® bave better than average statistics for the month July 17 

the 2f h Havf USt n 16, 1991 ‘ 859 P eo P le toured the museum during 

the 23 days. Our statistics for the month are as follows: 

July 17 - August 16, 1991 


Admissions 

Sales 

Donations 


Total 


$895.50 

85.90 

21.65 


$1003.05 


Under 8 
Adults 
Youth 
Seniors 
8 Groups 

Total 


Our year to date totals are as follows: 

$4349.75 Total 
3860 People 

ev m 6 c ° nt i nu ® t0 have visitors from around the world. Visitors 
from New Zealand recently identified an old photograph of Bob. 

eople from Ireland and Costa Rica report seeing the Church ofOne 
Tree in a repeat of "The Believe It Or Not" series It was also 
reported that the old 1939 cartoon done on The Church Of One Tree 
was m last weeks Houston Post, "believe it or not". 


Sincerely, , 

•C-A, A 

John R. Hacku 
Curator 



C ' j ,nuedfrom Page D1 

Lotiuon’s travels and many me¬ 
mentos 0 / his life. The park is open 
daily from 8 a.m. to sunset. Phone 1 
938-1519. 

gajfozlowski Farm and Farm 
Trails Map — Experience 
0 mfarrn life as you travel to 
farms open to the public and listed 
m the Sonoma County Farm Trails 
Map. At Kozlowski Farms, a Shet- 
and pony greets the kids and 
frozen apple juice pops are a 
welcome treat. At other -farms,, 
’amilies can gather eggs, sip fresh 
>oats miik, pet a llama or pluck 
'resh Gravenstein apples from the 
ree. Phone: 544-4728 for Farm 
Trails information. 

L ake Sonoma Fish Hatchery 
— During salmon spawning 
season (November to March), 
almon return to the Lake Sonoma 
;ish Hatchery to lay their eggs. 
;rom the second floor Interpretive 
fenter, visitors watch as the eggs 
re removed from the females and 
lcubated for 20 days. Start tanks 
nc* nring ponds are home to the 
si. ,Jl they are 6 to 7 inches long 
nd released into Dry Creek. The 
isitor Center contains interactive 
isplays, dioramas and exhibits 
at depict the lives of native Porno 
idians, geological formations in 
e area and indigenous wildlife 
bone: 433-9483. 


O utdoor Star Gazing and 
Planetarium show — Dur¬ 
ing the school year, the 
Santa Rosa Junior College planetar¬ 
ium opens its doors to the public for 
special shows and night star gazing 
through the college’s powerful tele¬ 
scope. In the planetarium theater a 
special projector reproduces the 
appearance of the sky onto the 
dome overhead, showing the sun 
moon, planets and stars in the 
exact locations. Shows begin at 7 
p.m. and 8:30 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday evenings. Early arrival is 
recommended. Children under 5 
years.are._not admitted. Phone 1 
527-4371. ... 


P etrified Forest — The erup¬ 
tion of Mount St. Helena 

over 3 million years ago sent 

molten lava through this grove of 
redwoods, preserving them forev¬ 
er. The Petrified Forest was discov¬ 
ered in 1870 and immortalized by 
Robert Louis Stevenson in "The 
Silverado Squatters.” A museum 
and nature store contains fossilized 
fish, shells and historical informa¬ 
tion. Open daily. Phone: 942-6667. 

S uality Children’s Theater 
—- Sonoma County’s Cinna¬ 
bar Theater in Petaluma 
its storybook classics in mu¬ 
sic theater presentations designed 
specifically for children. Educa- 
tional kits are available by request 
with story information, vocabulary 
exercises and a list of follow-uD 
activities. Phone: 763-8920. 


HJjjjjSiniature Horse Ranch — 
j»|The only miniature horse 
IW H ranch west of the Missis- 
>pi is located in Petaluma and is 
an to the public May through 
bor Day. Each day at 11 a.m. and 
3-m., the horses perform in the 
loor arena. Miniature horses 
ve a colorful history dating back 
the 16th century, when the royal 
mlies of Europe bred them for 
Jrt pets. Phone 762-1808 or 
1 - 0220 . 

I flew Rohnert Park Per- 
§|§ forming Arts Center and 
■Mthe Luther Burbank Cen- 
for the Arts — State-of-the-art 
ting and sound systems make 
500-seat Rohnert Park facility a 
come addition to the Sonoma 
nty performing arts scene. Fur- 
' "-Tth, visit the Luther Bur- 
1 )ter for the Arts'1,500 seat 
tor guest lectures, musical 
nainment, comedy and live 
ter. Phone: Luther Burbank 
er, 527-7006 or 546-3600; Roh- 
1700 k Performin S ArLs Center, 


T ralntown — Travel in open 
cars through miniature for¬ 
ests and eucalyptus groves, 
through a 140-foot tunnel, and 
across bridges along Traintown's 
.A roiles of track. The 20-minute 
ride aboard the miniature train 
includes a stop at the imaginary 
town of Lakeview where passen¬ 
gers can hand-feed a menagerie of 
farm animals. Phone: 938-3912. 

y nlimited fun at our 
year-round fairs and festi¬ 
vals — Sonoma County's 
Calendar of Events is a full 12- 
month calendar of activities. For a 
free copy, write to the Sonoma 
County Convention & Visitors Bu¬ 
reau, 10 Fourth St., Santa Rosa, CA 
95401 and request a copy of the 
event calendar. A 32-page Visitor 
Guide is also available for only 
$ 2 . 00 . 


eludes a swimming pool, 
pool, snack bar, souven! 
video game room and pier 
Phone: Windsor Wate: 
838-7760. 


i ^jyyceptional Trout Fis 
j||t Pierce the clouds 
^Skreach the 2,400-fool 
tion where Smith's Mount S 
na Trout Farm is located - 
Ida Clayton Road, Calistog 
and pole are provided. Sm; 
contagious as the budding 
fisherman hooks his/he 
catch. Smith’s Trout Farm 
the fish and invites families 
advantage of the picnic are: 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. weekends 
ary through October. Closed 
and 21. Phone: 987-3651. 

¥ a Ka Ama Indian Edu 
& Development — i 
last Saturday of 
month, Ya Ka Ama invites 
and non-native American ct 
alike to its "Honoe the Chi 
program. Indoor and outdooi 
ities for children of all a* 
crafts, pottery making, a 
track identification, game 1 
storytelling. Phone: 887-1541.' 

Z oom along the tra« 
Scandia Family Fun C 
- Located off Highwa 
in Rohnert Park, Scandia inc 
two 18-hole miniature golf co 
.nine batting cages, a 12-car 
race track for children (must 
inches tall) and an arcade c< 
Open daily. Phone: 584-1361. 

For further information on the c 

tions and activities listed above, i 
contact the Sonoma County Con'v< 
& visitors Bureau, 10 Fourth St 
Rosa. Phone: 575-1191 " ' 


b fjBSi) ipley’s “Believe it or Not” 
Ifm Museum — Santa Rosa na- 
native Robert Ripley was a 
cartoonist who, for thirty years 
captured bizarre and unusual facts 
in his Ripley’s “Believe it or Not” 
series. In addition to extensive 
material on Ripley, the museum 
includes a pictorial history of the 
Church of One Tree, the building 
which houses the Ripley memora¬ 
bilia and was constructed from a 

576?5233 redW °° d ^ Phone: 


S onoma Cheese Factory and 

the Petaluma Creamery _ 

Slide shows, historical dis¬ 
plays and tours give visitors a 
glimpse fo the local dairy industry 
and an opportunity to see cheese 
making first-hand. Sample local 
cheeses and in Petaluma, visit the 
gift shop and Ice cream parlor. 
Phone: Sonoma Cheese Factory, 
996-1931; Petaluma Creamery 
Store, 778-1234. 


W allejo’s Petaluma Adobe 
and Sonoma Barracks — 
Retrace early California his¬ 
tory with self-guided tours of Gen¬ 
eral Mariano Vallejo's ranch house, 
Rancho Petaluma, and the Sonoma 
Barracks that housed his troops 
and later became headquarters of 
the Bear Flag party. Vallejo’s two- 
story city home, also in Sonoma, is 
furnished as it was when he lived 
there. Open daily, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m 
except holidays. Phone: 938-1519 or 
938-1215. 

1 Sff ater Activities — Sonoma 
Mama County . offers fishing, 
™ 10 swimming and boating at 
Spring Lake in Santa Rosa, Lake 
Sonoma, and along the slow moving 
Russian River. At Windsor Water¬ 
works, an all-day pass includes 
unlimited rides on the four 400-foot 
high waterslides. The facility in- 


Canoeing, boating 

baen'aaubMnUll C " n0<l ,,lp ln( °"n.tlon line has 
Deen established for people who want to initiate rv 
join a river, lake or ocean |r,p. Call 887-7228 to lea" 
rZe s . UPCOm ' n9 ° U,in9Sl and/or “our top 

» online C o U ? Pe,a| uma-t>as 0 d club, 
activities on the Petaluma River. Imrodurtnrv 

lessons available. Two-hour segments coverma 
Oasic tips ana techniques water salatv 
an . p Ooft rigging. Coat $00, by appointments^ 
Information: Greg Sabourm. 762-1832 ^ 

Redwood Paddlere sponsors a canoe and kavak 
pool session every Wednesday at 7 om at mn 
Rn<L a n 0Sa Swlm C8nl8r . ds/ Ridgeway Santa 

ses S s1on 0, pn 9 onru« a 887 a ??49 i ' ls,r ^ tion .'« P 8 ’ 

maneuvers. a 'Frlday, r °Monday °8-30 “to^B-Jo d p m 9 
ln a r ,y 52 h 8 - a M 4 d o ay o 0n So ™° ^e'°Fee ?, P * 0 : 
TomMes ^S 8 y^Pbone: aI 782 a 5381 0e sunday'' i C?anoe 
rescue workshop. Mayotte Swim CenteMn Same 


meetings at Round Table Pizza, '421 Storv 
Road. Pint Thursday of every month in th 
mealing room. Information: Gary, 7S3-830C 


Cycling 


Scuba diving 

Redwood Empire Dive Club _ Regularly scheduled 


Santa Rosa Cycling Club — Wednesday 
mountain bike ride, o p.m., meet at parking !i 
tennis courts at Howarth Park; Thursday nigl 
rides,, Q p.m., Santa Rosa High School. Wi 
rides also scheduled Phone: Ride directo 
Dwelley, 887-9309. 

Trail Maintenance 

Trail grooming — 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m., Saturday 
maintenance and grooming of Brushy Peak 
Sugarioaf Ridge State Park, 2605 Adobe C 
Road, Kenwood Park. No experience nece 
* ° a ' r gloves and something to 

Phone: Bill. 431-7341. v 

Baseball trips 

A'e va. Baltimore - Sundey, $18. bus leaves 

,! he o anla f 1038 Sornof Center 
Bennett Valley Road, Santa Rosa. Phono: 
Swengel, 829-1750 
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CITY OF 

MONTHLY REPORT 


September 16, 1991 



I am pleased to report that we have surpassed the past four 
years in admissions and total, sales and we still have 25 days 
to go before the season ends. Tourists and Santa Rosa citizens 
love the Juilliard Park and many favorable comments about the 
Church of One Tree and the lovely setting have been stated. 

Mr. Edward Capps sent information with regards to his participation 
in a past "Believe It Or Not" story. He also will provide some 
of _tne background letters that were sent to Bob Ripley in response 
to his ability in 1939 of "Playing the Trumpet while tap dancing 
on the ceiling". Stay tuned. 


The new books are out and next year we might consider making them 
available to the public for a small profit. Ripley Entertainment 
International Inc. has released two books to celebrate Bob Ripley's 
100th birthday. The new titles are "Ripley's Believe It or Not, 

Odd Places", and a second paperback book titled"Ripley's Believe 
It or Not, Weird Inventions". Both books sell for $3.50.a piece 
at major bookstores around the world. There have been requests 
for some of the old Ripley cartoons and this is a good collection. 

Bob Ripley has. several official birthdates from 1890 - 1894 but Ed 
Hyers of Ripley Entertainment International Inc. has decided to 
celebrate his birthday in 1993. The old gravesite here in Santa 
Rosa has the 1890 birthdate. There are other official dates as well. 


The statistics for this month are as follows: 

August 17 - September 17, 1991 


Admissions $750 
Sales 59.10 

Donations 18.65 


Total $827.75 

y r v •/)-/ in, i 
T » f */ 1 


People 


4 Groups 

48 

People 

Adults 

332 


Youth 

101 


Seniors 

175 


Under 8 (free) 

32 


Total 

688 

People 


Sincerely, 



John R. Hacku 
Curator 
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CITY OF 

Final Report 


October 20, 1991 


.-k Th ou KGO u ne ^ S people with Jack Hanson filmed a short segment 
on the Church Of One Tree this past month. There is a video 

is P closed g foJ^h ^ 15 f eport - I . t was a g° od season and the museum 
is closed for the winter. We plan to open on March 1, 1992 
unless there are other plans. 


) 


The statistics for the period September 18 - October 20 are 


Adults 321 
Child 50 
Youth 37 
Seniors 152 
3 Groups 36 
Total 596 


Sales $29 
Admissions $645.75' 
Donations $29*2$ 
Total $7041.03 


Adjusted final total for 1991 is $5882.88 
Total attendance for 1991 5144 people 


Sincerely, 

A 



John R. Hacku 
Curator 


) 


Thanks to everyone who made this.a successful year. 



c* 
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CITY OF 

-- 


Church of One Tree 
Ripley Memorial 
492 Sonoma Ave. 
Santa Rosa, CA. 954 


Mr. Miles Sanders 
KCRA 

3 Television Circle 
Sacramento, CA. 95813 


Dear Mr. Sanders: 


Thank you for selecting our museum for your television segment. 
Here is the material you requested. We look forward to seeing 
you on August 14, 1991. If there is any other material or 
information that you need please do not hesitate to contact us 
at (707) 524-5233. Thank you. 


Sincerely, 



/ 


John R. Hacku 
Curator 
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CITY OF 




492 Sonoma Avenue 
Santa Rosa, California 
U.S.A. 95401-6319 
(707) 524-5233 


July 19, 1992 

The totals for the month of June were the highest in three years 
for the Church of One Tree. The T-Shirts for promotion were recently 
purchased for a lower price which will give the museum a higher, 
profit, 1 have sent the information to Toronto and they wish us to 
add the trademark if we decide to sell these.in the future. 

The shirts were purchased by me with no cost to the city. We ordered 
about 12 shirts. The shirt is given for a donation of $10. The profit 
(minus the cost) is listed under donations in the daily report. 

The statistics for the time period June 15- July 18, 1992 are: 


Adults 

410 

$615 

Youth 

139 

$104 

Senior 

184 

$138 

Groups 

80 

$ 45 

Under 

46 

Free 

Total people 

859 


Sales 

$32.80 


Donations 

$40.87 


Admissions 

$902.25 



Total $975.52 

Total since March 1, 1992 

Total 2880 people 

Totals $3183.34 

Sincerely, / 

John. R. Hacku 
Curator 
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CITY OF 

March Report_ 



March 18, 1992 


The 1992 season is underway and the brochures have been 
distributed to various locations. The Press Democrat had us 
listed in the Community Calendar and we will also be in the 
Friday Life section soon. The Contra Costa Times will be releasing 
an article written by Les Allen on Robert Ripley and The Church of' 

One Tree. A Marin County newspaper also will be releasing an article 
concerning our museum. 

The^ television set and the answering machine were donated by 
John R Hacku, Curator of the museum. This will greatly enhance 
the video portion of the Ripley history. There was a KGO TV spot 
on Channel 7 to promote the museum in the Bay area. This was part 
of the Channel 7 News production team and was produced at no expense to 
tiae City of Santa- Rosa. 

The first eleven days saw a total of 274 people and we are off 
to a better start than the last three years. These are the statistics. 


) 


137 Adults 
50 Seniors 
25 Youth 

19 Under 8 years old 
43 people (4% Groups) 


That is an average of 25 per day. 


274 Total 




Admissions 

Sales (Postcards) 
Donations 


$295.50 

11.60 

8.75 

That 

Total 


$315.85 


Same Time Frame 

1989 

1990 

1991 

1992 

= $0 (Not 

= $195.50 

= $267.60 

= $315.85 

opened 


That is $28.71 per day, 


Ue had k\ groups visit the Church of One Tree. Sonoma County Mental 
Health Group had 18 people and wanted to be considered as 1 ^ groups. 




( Page 2) 




CITY OF March 18, 1992 

March Report 


The Groups who visited us this month are as follows: 

1. Sonoma County Mental Health Service (18 people) 

2. Connecticut Group (6 people) 

3. Neighborhood Church Petaluma (10 people) 

4. Boyscout Troop (Luther Burbank) (9 people) 

There are many other groups that have signed up for this 
season to the Church of One Tree. I hope that many more peopl Q 
will enjoy this wonderful resource which is close to beautiful 
Luther Burbank Home and Gardens and on the lovely Juilliard Park.. 

On .'larch 10, 1992 John Hacku was inducted into the Chamber of 
Commerce. The Church of One Tree was a major part of his presentation 
and Keitn Woods promised to drop into the museum to see it. It 
will be fun promoting The Church of One Tree and the memory of Bob 
Ripley. I invite you all to attend and see the museum. Thank you 
ror another season and keep up the great work. 


Sincerely, 



John R. Hacku 


) 
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CITY OF 


April 16, 1992 


The statistics 
are as follows 


for the rime period March 1G 
for The Church of One Tree: 


1992 through April 16, 1992 


) 


Admissions $588.25 

Sales (Postcards) 20.50 


Oona tions 


26. A1 


Total 


$63 f. u 


) 


Adults 
Seniors 
Youth 
Under 7 
Croups (11) 

Total 


259 
109 
A 4 
38 

131 People 


581 people 


fho year to date totals since March 1, 1992 are 
Attendance 855 people 


3 3 D a v s 




Thi a avorn p en t 0 
early portion of 


$28.8 0 p 0 r 
tne season 


d a' 


ild 


visitors per day at this 


Sincerely, 

_J3 A^ 

John R. H a c k u 
Curator 





May 17, 1992 


THE CHURCH OF ONE TREE 
RIPLEY MEMORIAL MUSEUM 
MONTHLY REPORT 


Ihe past two weeks showed a decline in attendance since the 
riots in Los Angeles. Hopefully the summer will return to normal. 
The visitors that we did have visit noticed the clean park and 
lovely grounds. 

Gwen Kirkbride donated a "Believe It Or Not" stamp art picture for 
the museum. Ihe picture of flowers is made exclusively of postage 
stamps. She worked and lived in Santa Rosa during the 1960's 
and became fascinated with a work of art she saw in a Ripley museum 
made entirely of postage stamps. She presented a letter from Edward 
Meyer (Vice President of Ripley International) who authorised her 
donation to The Church Of One Tree in Santa Rosa, California. Thank 
you Gwen for the lovely donation. 

The month totals from April 17 - May 17, 1992 are as follows: 


Admissions: 

$535.75 

Sales 

$ 27.80 

Donations 

$ 38.15 

Total 

$601.70 


Adults 

225 

Seniors 

120 

Y o u t h 

40 

Under 7 

15 

12 Groups 

144 

Total People 

544 


Year to date totals: 1399 people' 

$1552.71 


Sincerely, 




John R. Hacku 
Curator 



The Church Of One Tree 
Ripley Memorial 
Monthly Report 


June 15, 1992 


The Cnurch of One Tree had two news articles written about the 
museum and printed in various papers in the Bay Area. Les 
Allen wrote one of the stories for the Contra County Times. 

The other story was printed in the Marin papers. 

The monthly figures are as follows: 


Adults 258 
Youth 75 
Seniors 127 
Child 30 

Groups 132 (11 groups) 
Total 622 people 


Admissions $587.00 
Sales 25.20 
Donations 42.91 


Total $655.11 

Year to date since March 1, 1992 

2021 people 

$2207.82 


I recently purchased Church of One Tree T-Shirts and Ripley Videos 
for sale at the museum for the summer season. The T-Shirts were 
the result of the Ripley Print combined with the talents of 
onnie Davis a local artist and Chamber of Commerce member. All 
proceeds above cost will go to the museum. The Videos were recentlv 
rnaae available by Ripley International and depict the old television 
show and travels of Robert Ripley. 


Sincerely, 



John R. Hacku 
Curator 
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“rfy&ptic HuctCon 

701 ARATA LANE 

WINDSOR, CA. 95492 

| 707 | 585-0245 
| 707 | 585-0246 

August 10, 1992 

ATTENTION: Resident 

SUBJECT: Sonoma Avenue Reconstruction 


Dear Resident: 


his letter is to inform you that Hogue Construction will 
begin underground sewer and water construction work on 
Sonoma Avenue on August 17 thru October 2, 1992. 


We will be posting "No Parking" signs along Sonoma 

^nmnT ie + and ask th ^ yOU not park in areas posted so we can 
complete our construction swiftly and safely 


Your consideration and cooperation to our concerns are 
greatly appreciated. 


Sincerely, 


HOGUE CONSTRUCTION 

am *— 


* • w 0—J VVilUXHU 


Scott Coleman 
Estimator 



) 


“Believe It Or Not” 

The Ripley Museum in the Church Built from One Tree will be open for the 
season beginning March 3 through October 18. The museum, located in Juilliaid 
Park at 492 Sonoma Avenue and made famous in Bob Ripley's cartoon "Believe 
It Or Not," is made from one redwood tree. 

Hours are Wednesday-Sunday 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Admission is $150 adult, 75 
cents seniors and youth 7-17, and free for children 6 and under. Group rates are 
available The side entrance offers physically challenged access. Call 524-5233. 


Children ' s Cooking 

Morning Children's Cooking classes will be offered on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays for children ages 4 and up beginning in March at the Sebastopol 
Community Center. An afterschool class will also be offered on Mondays for 
children ages 7 and up. Call 823-1511 for more information. 


s Concert 


) Mr. Music (aka Jim Corbett) and John 
^Brandenburg will host a children's concert on 
Saturday, March 13 as part of the Sonoma County 
Folk Festival. The program will feature students 
performing on traditional folk instruments 
such as fiddle, bagpipes, and harps. 

An all day pass to the Folk 
Festival, including the afternoon 
. concert by Sweet Honey in the 
/ Rock, is $7 adult, $5 children. Call 
.546-3600. 





le Puzzle 




Young writers are encouraged to e 
"Young Writer's Award" contest. Each 
invited to select one of their outstandir 
ceremony which will be held Thursdaj 
County Office of Education, 5340 Skyk 
Elise Klaven, author and illustratoi 
friends, teachers and principals are inv. 
or 546-8253 evenings. 


QUESTI 

MONTHLY 


- by Deanna 


"What a 


orwa 



"Sixteen y 
It's nice tc 
license. Y< 

Patrick Ri 

Age 6, 
Sequoia El 


"Iv 
be 
becau 

drive a car and go anywhere you w; 
almost out of school. Eighteen ji 

a fu 



'The moi 
because I 
my drive 

Brandon 

Age 11, 
Bennett V; 
School 
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CITY OF 


■ Church of Onp Xx&e- 

492 Sonoma Avenue 
Santa Rosa, CA. 


March 4, 1993 


Media Release 


The Church of One Tree/Ripley Memorial Museum has a change 
in hours of opperation. This non-profit museum which houses 
the memories of The Church built from One Redwood Tree and 
Santa Rosa cartoonist "Believe It Or Mot" Bob Ripley will be 
open from 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. effective immediately. 

Prices of admission are $1.50 for adults and 75C for seniors and 
youth. Children accompanied by an adult are admitted free six 
and under. For more information call 524-5233. We are open 
Wednesday through Sunday through October 18, 1993. 


Sincerely, 




John R. Hacku 
Curator 


) 
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The 1993 season opened with new displays and a whole new 
look to the inside. Our front foyer was painted and the inside 
walls were touched up with new paint. The displays are gradually 
being upgraded. The Juilliard Park looks wonderful. 

Jh® video from ABC which filmed Sonoma County for a week 
with Fred and Elmer" was received and this news program was 
on the Hollywood station for one week over the winter. If anyone 
wishes to visit the museum this week I have it available for your 
viewing pleasure. The news show highlights Sonoma County and 
includes The Church of One Tree, Snoopy Gallery, and The Luther 
Burbank Home and Gardens. 

The Greater Santa Rosa Conference & Visitors Bureau wishes 
to feature us in it's upcoming video to promote Santa Rosa. Ms. 

Deborah J.. Fisch has met with The Church of One Tree and we have 
an on-going plan to participate in their new promotion of the 
Church of One Tree. 

People made several suggestions with regards to'the 
display time year. The Luther Burbank Home and Gardens opening 
luncheon will be this month and plans are underway to continue our 
complimentary relationship. The Arbor Day Celebration will be 
this weekend. Bob Hornback has agreed to do one Tree Tour of 
Juilliard Park (after the Sally Joy format). This will be promotted 
as a Church of One Tree activity and will be announced for April. 

Our new hours of display are 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. effective immediately 

I will be the host speaker to the Chamber of Commerce 
April 14, 1993 "Good Morning Santa Rosa" It will be held at the 
Luther Burbank Center in Larkfield. This will provide good 
promotion and exposure to Sonoma County. Many new people to 
the area are not aware of "The Church of One Tree/Ripley Museum. 

Come join us for breakfast at 7-8:30 a.m. 


Sincerely, 

c - 7 4U1 

John R. Hacku 
Curator 


) 
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Monthly Report- _ 

The Church Of One Tree 
Ripley Memorial Museum 


The 1993 season is underway and the spring is full of 
.hope and.promise of a new beginning. The 1993 season marks the 
75th anniversary of the cartoon "Believe It Or Not" which 
was drawn by Bob Ripley and submitted to his editor on December 
13, 1918. The cartoon was printed in the New York Globe the 
next day and millions of fans demanded more - ”"Believe It Or Nots". 

The foyer and the outside doors to the museum have been painted 
Tom Kint and his staff under the direction of Robert Young completed 
work on the floors for the 1993 season. The new displays are ready 
and our season doors are open. Gaye LeBaron and Les Allen will 
be doing a segment on us this year with their newspapers and 
Jerry Graham from Bay Area Backroads promises to do an update on 
Ripley. Channel 50 has suggested Tnterest in a future segment and 
Dee Dee Myers visited the museum in hopes of doing a future segment 
for her news broadcast. . Channel 7 of Los Angelos sent their 
news copy from last year's show. Jamie Douglas from the Convention 
and Visitors Center received a copy on Sonoma County from Fred 
and Elmer (the Los Angelos travel news show). I have a copy of the 
show and made it available to those who wish to see it. Sally 
Joy is in the Burbank portion of the video along with Jack Ballinger 
two popular docents at Luther Burbank Home & Gardens. 

On April 14 there will be a presentation made to the Chamber 
of Commerece . John Hacku will give an informational talk about 
the museum. On the following Saturday Bob Hornback will give 
an informational "tree walk" of Juilliard park. This is designed 
after Sally Joy's annual walk through that was performed on Arbor 
Day festivities. 

The statistics for the first 14 days are as follows: 


The 

statistics for 

the first 14 da 

ys are 

as 

Seniors 

52 




Adults 

83 

Admissions 

$281. 

,25 

Children 

6 

Sales 

38. 

50 

Youth 

13 

Donations 

$ 50. 

79 

Groups 

103 



Total . 

257 

i 

$370. 

54 


(Includes $50 advance 
(deposit for 10 student 
(groups May 11&18. 


Sincerely, 
"John R. Hacku 
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CITY OF 




April 19, 1993 


. Th J useum ” as featured this month on th@ NBC program 
lax Area Backroads . Thank you Jerry Graham f 0 p a Ipvely 
episode. Our admission is up and the first $100 ddv was 
recorded last Sunday (actually $108.05). This ia the first 
time in the four years of operation that we have been this 
busy. It is really agood feeling to know that the museum 
is again being visited by many people. The read repair 
continues out front and this encourages people tVtise 
the Juilliard Park entrance. 

us on^che lit Br ?llf. F " r Jf C ?J 1 ‘ <I Uve la3t and interviewed 

Or Not" h carJnAn Th ^ 1 s . the u 7511 h anniversary of the "Believe It 

year "anniversary. ^ren^r^e^" 

muse™ fJee"of"hfrge?“' ThlS 13 a “ ded pro "’ otl <"' *°f 

John Hacku spoke at Good Morning Santa Rosa on Anril ia 

r S of in encl0S % d y^Thrs- reportT-re- 8 p 9k i P pf tie 
nistory of the museum and Juilliard Park. 

On May 22 Bob Hornback will conduct a Juilliard Perk 

rJ\ Qn n - ree l ° f Juilliard Park . This will begin it 10 n ,, 

exnrp 6aV 1 fr r he Church of 0ne ^ ree • Sally Joy has also 
expressed a desire to continue this tradition .at some future 

aate. She has already conducted one tree walk fhis year during 
the Arbor Day Celebration. *• ’* ’ 

The statistics for March 20 through April 1,8, 1993 are: 


Children 
Adults 
Youth 
Seniors 
11 Groups 

Total 


Admissions $723 
Sales 67.70 

Dona tions 27.50 


Total 


$818.20 


Year to date 964 people 

The corrected total for the March report is $372.55 

$818.20 

Sincerely, . / ' Year to Date - 

$1190.75 
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CITY Of 

Month - ly Repo-e-fe — 


May 17, 1993 


On May 22 Bob Hornback will lead the public on a tour through 
Juillir.rd Park beginning at 10 a.m. Bob is an expert gardener 
and has many accomplishments. His last year effort created the 
famous thatched cottage for the Sonoma County Fair. The Men's 
Garden Club has been promoting this event and John Hacku will 
donate the monies necessary for group entrance into the museum 
following the walking tour. The Press Democrat has already 
announced the event. Our Curator, John Hacku is also President 
of The Men's Garden Club of Santa Rosa. Sally Joy has expressed 
interest in conducting the next"Tree Walk" before the season ends. 
Sally is currently working to update the map and guide for the 
) Juilliard Park trees and garden. 

An Ice Cream social is in the planning with"Clo The Cow". 
Clover Farms will be working with us for an Ice Cream Social 
sometime in the future. Hopefully this will provide a chance 
to open up the area to residents who have not noticed the park 
or the museum. More on this as it develops. 

The statistics for this year are better than the past four 
years. We have been working closely with The Luther Burbank Home 
and Gardens to promote the Church of One Tree and vice versa. 
President Phyllis Alberigi, has expressed interest in doing a 

mutual project in the future perhaps near the Rose Garden and 

Redwood Grove near the front of The Church of One Tree. 

The new guide books are in and they are lovely. The cost is 
$1.00 and provides a good biography of Bob Ripley. The Church of 
One Tree is written up inside. These books are donated to the 
museum by Curator John Hacku with no cost to the City this year. 

The statistics from April 19 to May 17th are: 

Groups 11 132 people 

Children 11 

Youth 31 

i Adults 169 

Seniors 129 


Total 574 people 

Year to date 1538 

D C f"\ « » rr ■ » m n *-» i' rt I-, >• i « rtfl r~l m ^ m 4 m n 1 V\1 1 f" »» « n m t. n «• m J h U • n •• • a .« I 


(Madrone School Groups tallied at year's start) 


Admissions 
Sales 
Dona tions 
Total 


$442.75 
$ 56.50 
$ 27.65 


Year to Date 


$526.90 

$1717.65 
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CITY OF 




Church Built from One Tree 
Juilliard Park 
492 Sonoma Avenue 
Santa Rosa, California 
95491 (707) 524-5233 


Garden Events 
Sunset Magazine 
80 Willow Rd. 
Menlo Park, CA. 
94025 


Hi Folks: 


/ P roud t0 announce a very special event for Saturday September 

4, 1993 between 10 a.m. and 12 noon. We will give away free ice 
Yearn during our special "Tree Tour" through the lovely nine acres 
K the Juilliard Park. The rose garden will also be visited. The 
tour is free andleaves from the museum at 10 a.m. There will be 
ice cream sandwiches provided by Clover Farms to the first 125 people 
who arrive. K 


Sally Joy our tree and rose specialist will lead the walk through 
the nine lovely acres in front of the lovely Church Built from One 
Tree. this week will also mark the 120th anniversary of the Church 
ouilt from One Tree. It was in 1873 during the month of September 
that the church was completed. It is the largest building in the 
world made from one redwood tree. Robert Ripley,"famed Believe It 
Or Not cartoonist", use d to attend this church with his family when 

dn ^ anta ^ osa - Ripley was the first cartoonist to earn 
51,000,000 and also was born here in Santa Rosa. 


Media Release 


SANTA ROSA 
September 4 

A Tree Tour of Juilliard Park will be held leaving from 
The Church Of One Tree 492 Sonoma Ave. 10 a.m. Free ice 
cream will be provided. Fee: $1.50 adults, 75c seniors 
and ages 17 and under. Entrance to the museum is included. 

\ Children six and under free. 


Sincerely. 



John R. Hacku 
Cura tor 
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CITY OF 

Monthly Report 


June 23, 1993 


The Church of One Tree was the feature of an article 
by Les Allen this month in the papers around the San Jose 
area. Future McClatchy news service stories may follow. 
The Senior Magazine has promised to write an article for 
the month of July on the Ripley legend. This should boost 
our attendance in the next few weeks. The Press Democrat 
has featured our picture in the Sunday paper. Thank you 
for all the much needed exposure. 

The statistics for this period from May 19 through 
June 19, 1993 are the best ever for this museum in funds 
collected. 


Admissions 

: $676.00 




Sales 

$ 70.70 




Donations 

$ 33.32 




Total 

$780.02' 

Year 

to date $2497.67 

Adults 

294 




Youth 

71 




Seniors 

142 




Children 

33 




Total 

540 






Year 

to date 2078 

people 

Attendance 

compared to previous years 

at this time: 


1989 

1990 

1991 

1992 

1993 

1374people 

2201 people 

2086people 

2021 people 

2078people 

Sincerely, 





("> / ..-9 

■ k /t., a. 

C 




John R. Flacku 




Curator 






The Church of One Tree 
Ripley Memorial Museum 

Monthly Report 


July 24, 1993 

We have a new post card and it looks very nice. The Cooper Classic 
post card went on sale this month. The Turner Broadcast Special will 
be aired the day after Thanksgiving at 8:30 p.rn. No filming to date 
has been shot in Santa Rosa, Don Smith from Atlanta did see the 
Ripley grave site and took measurements for the special. I will 
keep you informed as we approach the Thanksgiving date. 

Sally Joy will provide a tree walk of JuiIIlard Park on September 
4, 1993. Clover farms will provide free ice cream for the first 
125 people. The eagle project is almost complete and the names 
of those who helped will be in the next report after the project is 
completed. There are now 50 trees identified and marked. 

Robert Burgess visited the museum this week. He is the oldest 
ice skating participant at the annual Snoopy's Ice Skating Tournament. 
He was in a 1984 "Believe 11 Or Not" when he was 77 years old. He 
skated this week in the tournament at the age of 85. 


Statistics for this period June 20 - July 

19, 1993 

Children 39 

Admissions 

$587 

Adults 264 

Sales 

$ 80.10 

Youth 112 

Seniors 94 

Donations 

$ 40.20 

6 Groups 72 

Total 

$707.30 


Total 581 people Year to date: $3,204.97 

2659 people 

First 100 days average 
27 people per day 
$32 per day 


Sincerely, 



John R. Hacku 
Curator 


THE CHURCH OF ONE TREE 
RIPLEY MEMORIAL MUSEUM 


) 


MONTHLY REPORT 


) 


THERE WILL BE A TREE TOUR OF JUILLIARD PARK ON SEPTEMBER 4 
AT 10 A.M. LED BY SALLY JOY. WE WILL LEAVE FROM THE CHURCH OF 
ONE TREE AND FREE ICE CREAM WILL BE PROVIDED BY CLOVER FARMS. 

THE EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT BY TROOP *333 AND 134 IS COMPLETED. 

THE NEW MAPS HAVE YET TO BE PRINTED BUT WE WILL USE THE OLD 
FORMS DURING THE TOUR. EAGLE SCOUT BRIAN MANN CALLED DAN NEFF 
OF THE PARK AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT WHO SUGGESTED SALLY. 

AN OVERVIEW OF THE PROJECT WITH AN INVENTORY WAS COMPLETED BY 
SALLY AND BRIAN. WHEN THEY COMPARED NOTES 30 STAKES NEEDED 
REPLACEMENT, 13 NEEDED PAINTING AND TWO NEEDED OTHER WORK. 

THERE ARE NOW 50 TREES IDENTIFIED IN THE PARK. FIFTEEN HOURS OF 
VOLUNTEER WORK WAS COMPLETED OVER SEVERAL DAYS BY TWENTY SCOUTS 
AND OTHER HELPERS. THE NAMES OF THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE WERE 
INVOLVED IN THIS COMMUNITY PROJECT. WE SALUTE YOU! 

1. BRIAN MANN 

2. SALLY JOY 

3. JOHN HACKU 

4. MICHAEL BRAY 

5. JIM BRAY 

6. RICHARD HAWES 

7. CHRIS COWLOMB ■ 

3. CURTIS AVARK 
9. MIKE JUMP 

10. MITCHELL WALLACE 
I I. PATRICK JUMP 

12. 'CODY HALTOM 

13. ROBERT REIHL 


14. LYLE OLSEN 

15. JOSH ATKINS 

16. LINDA MANN 

17. NATHAN HAAS 

18. BUBBA 5UESS 

19. GREG SHAGWO 

20. EVAN HARMON 


THE WORK ON SONOMA AVENUE CONTINUES BUT THE STREET IS NOW 
AGAIN OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. DURING THE SUMMER TOURISTS HAD TO WALK 
THROUGH THE PARK TO FIND US. THE STREET WILL LOOK WONDERFUL WHEN 
THE POLES ARE CUT DOWN AND THE NEW SIDEWALKS ARE COMPLETED 


\ 

a 


'HE MEN'S GARDEN CLUB CONTRIBUTED 


ME AND EFFORT TO "DEAD 


HEADING " THE ROSES. JIM KING WAS AT THE NATIONAL CONVENTION THE 
DAY OF THE CUTTING SO TED ROWE, LYLE KELLER, AND JOHN HACKU WORKED 


THREE HOURS OF VOULUNTEER TIME IN THE PARK. THE MEN'S GARDEN CLUB 


ALSO PRUNES THE ROSES IN JANUARY AT JUILLIARD PARK AND HELPS AT 
LUTHER BURBANK GARDENS. THEY HAVE BEEN DOING THIS TRADITION SINCE 
1957. JACKSON AND PERKINS DONATED THE FOUR ROSE BEDS AT JUILLIARD 
PARK OVER THE YEARS. 



VISABILITY COMMUNICATIONS, INC. WHICH PRODUCES SPECIAL PROJECTS 
FOR FILM AND TELEVISION SENT DON SMITH TO SANTA ROSA TO RESEARCH 
SITES OF ROBERT RIPLEY. JOHN HACKU BROUGHT HIM OUT TO THE 
GRAVES ITE AND THE HOME PLUS THE MUSEUM. THIS IS A PROJECT OF 
TURNER BROADCASTING FROM ATLANTA. ALL THE SETS WILL BE BUILT IN 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA. THE SHOW ON ROBERT RIPLEY'S LIFE TO COMMEMORATE 
HIS IOOTH BIRTHDAY WILL AIR FRIDAY NOVEMBER 26 AT 8 OR 8:30 P.M. 
PLEASE CHECK YOUR LOCAL LISTINGS AS THE DAY APPROACHES. IT WILL BE 
SEEN NATIONWIDE ON TBS. RIPLEY INTERNATIONAL ASKED FOR COPIESTO BE 
SENT TO ATLANTA OF BOB'S EARLIER LIFE. THIS WAS COMPLETED WITH NO 
COST TO THE CITY OF SANTA ROSA. RIPLEY INTERNATIONAL WILL SOON 
BE MOVING THEIR HEADQUARTERS FROM TORONTO TO SAINT AUGUSTINE, 
FLORIDA, THE MUSEUM IN KEY WEST JUST OPENED BUT THE MUSEUM IN THE 
FOUR QUEENS HOTEL HAS OFFICIALLY CLOSED. THERE ARE NOW 20 "BELIEVE 
IT OR NOT" MUSEUMS THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES. THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE OFFICIAL "BELIEVE IT OR NOT" FAN CLUB WILL BE IN SANTA ROSA 
FOR THE TREE WALK ON SEPTEMBER 4 THE HEADQUARTERS FOR THIS FAN 
CLUB IS IN BILLINGS, MONT ANA. 

THE NEW RIPLEY BOOK IS OUT AND IT IS VERY NICELY PUT TOGETHER. 

THE TITLE IS "DEAR MR. RIPLEY". IT CAN BE PURCHASED AT YOUR LOCAL 
BOOK STORE FOR $! 9.95. SINCE OUR SEASON IS WINDING DOWN WE WILL 
NOT STOCK THIS COFFEE TABLE BOOK AT THE MUSEUM. THERE IS ONE COPY 
LEFT AT BOOKS INC. IF ANYONE WISHES TO PURCHASE THIS YOU CAN ORDER 
IT THERE OR AT YOUR FAVORITE BOOK STORE. 

GEETS VINCENT WROTE AN ARTICLE IN SENIOR MAGAZINE ABOUT OUR 
MUSEUM AND I AM INCLUDING A COPY WITH THIS REPORT. WE ALSO WERE 
MENTIONED THIS MONTH IN GAYE LEBARON'S COLUMN. THE Q SECTION OF THE 
PRESS DEMOCRAT HAS FINALLY LISTED US PLUS WE ARE NOW LISTED IN THE 
SUNDAY AND FRIDAY SECTIONS OF THE PAPER. THIS IS EXCELLENT 
COVERAGE FOR THE MUSEUM. 

SANDRA GURVIS HAS INFORMED US THAT HER BOOK UNUSUAL MUSEUMS 
WILL FINALLY BE RELEASED THIS YEAR AND WILL INCLUDE THE RIPLEY 
MEMORIAL MUSEUM. THE INFORMATION AND PHOTOS OF THE MUSEUM WERE 
SENT TO HER WITH THE APPROVAL OF RIPLEY INTERNATIONAL.' THE NEW 
YORK COMPANY CAROL PUBLISHING WILL PUT THIS OUT UNDER THE IMPRINT 
"BIRCH LANE PRESS". (SEE ENCLOSURE) 

THERE WAS A FRISBEE TOURNAMENT IN JUILLIARD PARK AND THE 
COURSE WAS SET UP WITH PERMISSION OF THE PARK AND RECREATION 
DEPARTMENT. A FUN TIME WAS HAD BY ALL WHO PARTICIPATED. THERE 
WILL BE FUTURE EVENTS PLANNED AS PEOPLE BECOME MORE AWARE OF THE 
GOOD QUALITIES THIS PARK HAS TO OFFER. 

THERE WILL BE A COMMUNITY MEETING ON AUGUST 23 TO DISCUSS MEW- 
AVENUES OF USE FOR THE CHURCH OF ONE TREE AND JUILLIARD PARK. IT 


PAGE 2 AUGUST 20 


PAGE 3 


WILL BE HELD AT 6 P.M. AND ALL ARE INVITED WHO HAVE AN INTEREST IN 

THIS. HERE ARE THE STATISTICS FOR THE MUSEUM FROM JULY 20-AUG. 18! 


ADMISSIONS S7I5.00 
SALES $98.60 

DONATIONS $21.83 


) 


TOTAL 

$835.43 

ADULTS 

292 

YOUTH 

120 

SENIORS 

146 

11 GROUPS 

132 

UNDER 6 

29 

TOTAL 

719 PEOPLE 


YEAR TO DATE (121 DAYS) 


3378 PEOPLE 

$4040.40 AVERAGE 28 PEOPLE PER DAY 

$33.40 PER DAY 


SINCERELY, . , 

JOHN R. HACKU 
CURATOR 


) 

/ 


SEPT. 1993 
(Jo 1. 1 *2 


FAN CdQJtB 
MEWSDOTIER 
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RIPLEY NEWS 


Tumor Broadcasting System Production* Inc. 
has entered Into an agreement to produce and 
distribute a two-hour television special 
concerning the Ilf* of Robert Rip toy and 
celebrating the 75th anniversary of the first 
Believe It or Noll cartoon. This will air twice 
during the Thanksgiving Day weekend; Friday 
evening and 8 unday afternoon. 

1993 marks the 100th Anniversary of the birth 
of Robert Ripley, the world's greatest 
adventurer. This Centennial will offer limitless 
promotional opportunities. (Readers; If you see 
something ‘new* out in your state/town, please 
drop us a card so we may pass It along to all 
subscribers). 

Robert Rlpiey was a television pioneer, 
broadcasting thlrteon shows In 19491 From 
1982 to 1988, Columbia Pictures produced 79 
one-hour Rlpiey Believe It or Noll series, and 3 
on* hour specials for ABC, all hosted by 
renowned actor, Jack Pa la nee. still being 
shown In dozens of countries around the world, 
these shows In America received an average 
network share of 12.2 through 19, and an 
average viewershlp of 10.14 minion households. 
The series was recently sold to the new Science 
Fiction Network and will be shown throughout 
North America starting In the fall of 1993. 

In the spring of 1994, there will be a traveling 
show entitled ’Dear Mr. Ripley*. The show will 
feature the photographs and letters In the Dear 
Ml. RIP to y book. The show will travel around the 
United States and will be operated by Curatorial 
Assistance. 

Schanes Products & Services Is now 
publishing weekly comic books utilizing the 
cartoon archives. (The second set of these 
comic's are now out. Our suggestion is to take 
the Schanes address from Insioe the front cover 
to your nearest new stand or comic store and see 
if they will order them In for you). 

The Key West Florida Museum Is now open. 
The address Is; Ripley's Believe It or Notl, 527 
Duval 8tr*et, Key West, Florida 33040. 


© 1993 RIPLEY ENTERTAINMENT INC. 


An Independent Film Production Company has 
optioned the motion picture rights to Ripley's 
Believe it or Notl and along with a team of 
writers, created an original 
comedy-action-adventure screenplay wnlch 
revolve* around the fictitious search to find the 
on* oddity which eluded Robert Ripley. 
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Editorial Samra In Mexico Is producing 
biweekly full colour magazines utilizing Ripley 

Little, Brown has released a first-ever coffee 
table size publication of photos from the Rlpiey 
archives entitled ‘Dear Mr. Ripley*. 

A new franchise museum Is scheduled to open 
In Branson, Missouri in 1994. 

Ripley's continues to lend Its world famous 
trademark to a variety of merchandising and 
marketing application. Current uses range from 
the sal* of Ripley's Believe It or Notl video 
cassettes, to an Interactive toy robot with Tiger 
Electronics, to a promotional campaign for the 
Louisiana and Maryland State Lotteries. 


It Of Notl 

•Ad Rlpfry'* B*ll«-v« It of Not] 

*r» r*$Ut»r«d tr»cU m*rtu of Rtp**y 
Ent«ruinm*m Inc. 
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The following article was submitted by: John R. Hacku. Curator of the Church of One Tree. 
Ripley Memorial Museum. Article originally printed by the Santa Rosa Recreation & Parks 


Department. 



(From the History of the First Baptist Church at the time of the Golden Jubilee in 1902.) 

"The Church Built of One Tree" was the headline caption in the great daily papers which startled the Baptist 
people, then proud of their new church on "B" Street, into the realization that they were the possessors of a 
very unique and original building soon to be known the world over as "The Church Built of One Tree". That 
it came to them as a surprise is due to the fact that the idea was entirely the inception of Mr. Rufus Murphy, 
the millman at Guerneville who furnished the lumber, and the Church knew nothing about it until the 
building was completed and the announcement made in the papers. 

For this reason, some claimed to be incredulous and some even disputed it. Only a few years before the 
present pastor came upon the field a refutation of the story was printed in the Pacific Baptist. But the story 
went abroad. Eastern magazines and papers published cuts and descriptions and gave it a wide circulation. 

Yet a few were still persistent in their unbelief. The writer, shortly after his settlement here began an 
investigation of the facts and found them to be substantially correct, as published. 

T.J. Butts, a very reputable attorney of this city, made an affidavit that he was at the time of the building of 
said church in the employ of the late Rufus Murphy, and that he knew all the facts concerning the order of 
the lumber placed by the church and the filling of the Same at Mr. Murphy’s direction. Mr. Butts' affidavit, 
which is published under this head, is corroborated by other employees in the mill and old settlers in 
Guerneville. 

One Sunday morning a few years since the affidavit was read from the pulpit, the testimony was accepted 
by the most skeptical and today no one doubts or disputes the correctness of this statement, "The Church 
) Built of One Tree". So it stands today the only church in the world that can make such a statement. We 
make an exception, however, of the floor, which is pine. 

The tree grew near Guerneville in Sonoma County, CA and when sawed, yielded 78,000 feet of lumber. 

The Church is Gothic in style, finished with massive buttresses on the outside and heavy beams on the 
inside. The main auditorium is 60 x 3? with a seating capacity of 300. The parlor is 30 x 20, the pastor's 
study is 20 x 16. The tower on the southwest corner is 70 feet high. 

The congregation which worshiped in this edifice approximated 500, and is the oldest organization in the 
city, having been organized in 1852. 

The Church has been moved from its original location to Juilliard Park. 

Join the folks in Santa Rosa for a "Tree Walk 
Thru the Park' on 4 September 1993. Contact 
John Hacku at Church of One Tree/Ripley 
Museum at (707) 524-5233 for details. 

Visit this Church/Museum March 1 - October 
23. 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Wednesday - Sunday. 
Adults $1.50, Youths (7-17) .75, Seniors .75. 

In the museum you will see a full size, lifelike wax figure of Ripley. Slippers 
and Chinese robe Ripley wore at home. The battered old suitcase plastered vith 
travel stickers...safari helmet...handball championship trophy...original Ripley 
cartoon...photographs of Ripley with celebrities. 

Also, an area is set aside highlighting the colorful history of Santa Rosa and 
Somoma County. 

A third section is devoted to a pictorial history of the Church of One Tree, 
showing construction and detailing the building's move to its present location in 
Juilliard Park. 



AIL uSCD -as an no* * SmCU R£CUXO lfil£ 

Crwjrx". Sant* Ocrk4.C«iif 
mv MOInC* ATTtXKD 1 >«»SCmu«Cm 


* Th*r* Is also a Church of On* Tr** located In 
i in«* b> RwMd*n that has been featured In a 
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r Players going to Epcot Center;^ 

.* i* * - -.j ■ '■!' y t . t • *.' / , ,‘y "- . 

Tl-'A group of Sonoma County 1 youths, Performance 
Place Players, has been selected ..to appear at Disney 
. .World’s Epcot Center on Sept. 24. ' ;■•,/•' 

' ^’,The’performers were selected based on a video tape 
. submitted for consideration. But to make the trip, the. 

’ group needs to raise money., 

. A fund-raising event, "Shakespeare in the Vineyard,” 
will be at 4 p.m. Saturday, at Rodney Strong Vineyards.. 

- '.The program will involve food, wine and song with a 

performance of Shakespeare’s "A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream.” Other events also are being held. For details, 
•caii578-8999.. . . 

Debi.Farani said the group represents the only 
musical theater performing arts group made up of up to . 
•30 Sonoma County,children from 8 to 15 years old. Most/: 
are accomplished vocalists and dancers. ■ 

1 ./The performers will attend the Disney. University// 

! Master Classes in Entertainment at Disney .World in ''X 

Fiaj,; gfegg- 

: .Flea market items sought : ' 

. •.‘ Donations are being sought for the Sept 3 and 4 flea ■ 
jmarket of West County Community Services at 15999 
Stiver Road in Guerneville. : 

.*£jThe flea market will raise' money for the services’ 

* support of community youth, senior and homeless 
'programs.- West/ Sonoma County programs of, West . 

L County Community Services have been hurt by state 
&nd county budget cuts.i 

• / Items can be donated at the center in Guerneville. 
Businesses also have been asked to consider donating a 
new item for the flea market. Items can be donated 

- from 9. a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays at the center, or 
arranged by calling the center, 887-2226. 

-Tour of juilliard Park trees 

, ‘. •- • , . ’ .■ v-vvti '*y 

. • • • • *; f: 

Juilliard Park’s unique trees will be noted during a ,•/< 
special tour of the park from 1.0 aim'."to noon Sept. 4 
starting at the Church of One Tree, 492 Sonoma Ave./y£ 
Santa Rosa, on the edge of the park. : j 

The tour will be led by Sally Joy for the Santa Rosa 
.■Park and Recreation Department. The free‘event 
include ice cream provided by Clover Farms/ More 


than 50 newly-labeled. trees of rare, varieties will be I 
visited. Phone: 524-5233.-/ ,• 1 : 


BENEFITS 



.which, features 'a wide , selection ofimusicall'pe'rfor-UJvo'n 
■'miances, Hours''"*" u * ,nMn - — ****-■• 

•10:30 a.m' to 5] 










PLEY MEMORIAL MUSEUM 
MONTHLY REPORT 
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JHE STATiSl ICS FOR THIS YEAR ARE BETTER THAN THE 1987. 1988, 

19b9, STATISTICS FOR ATTENDANCE AND YEAR TO DATE SALES. DONATIONS 
AND ADMISSIONS THE MUSEUM IS AHEAD OF TOTAL MONEY INTAKE FROM 
1992 AT THIS TIME ALSO. THE RECENT ARTICLE IN THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
SHOULD INCREASE OUR ATTENDANCE THROUGH THE END OF THE SEASON. 

r iT WA S SUGGESTED BY BILL MONTGOMERY THAT WE KEEP THE MUSEUM 

i jn ml ! he October pi, i 99 p da i e i 0 be in concert with the 

LUTHER BURBANK HOME. ORIGINALLY THE CONTRACT WAS FOR OCTOBER 24! 
SINCE i HIS IS IMPORTANT TO KEEP THE MUSEUM OPEN ANOTHER WEEK ! 

WILL PROVIDE TOURS THE LAST WEEK OF OCTOBER WITH NO ADDITIONAL 
CHARGES TO THE CITY FOR THAT WEEK. 

i HE STATISTICS FOR THIS PERIOD AUGUST 19 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 20: 


i 01 Al 


653 PEOPLE 


-'EAR TO DATE 4031 PEOPLE 


1 L -i) 


34802. i 5 
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RIPLEY MEMORIAL MUSE 1 
OCTOBER 3 !. 1993 


■E SEas-ON ENDED Wi i H THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF i HE FALL SHOW WHICH 




RESEARCH OF .. 
AND THERE WAsPNO 


ON NOVEMBER 26, ’99.; SDHH - : -C^T : ~'E_^: 

... WENT ARY TBS D. L ; «3~ a tv. ~H;N-3 EXTR/ 

CITY rUNDS USED iN iHE PRODUCTION WHICH W'ILL 
BE SEEN NATIONWIDE ON NOVEMBER 26, AT 8:30 P.M. ET TIME FROM 
AT AIN’T A'5 TBS. V/E ARE EAGER TO SEE THIS BIOGRAPHY OF RIPLEY 
(SeE ENCLOSED ARTICLE) 


.."ii MUSeUM o U-UBlD FuR i He SEASON we 'w’iLL OPEN AGAIN ON APRIL 
), 1994 USUALLY ABOUT THIS TIME THE CITY CLEANS OUT THE GUTTERS 


Jr i i ;e L. i iUR'-wi - ! Jr J \ n' e : r.ee. 


i ~E POLiLe HAvc SUGGES i ED THAT A NEW DOOR EE PLACED ON THE SIDE 
ENTRANCE WITH BETTER SECURITY TWO OFFICERS HAVE REQUESTED MORE 
L-GH i ING rOR ; He .;U)LL: -AD PARK AREA ; OV/ARD THE WOODEN BRIDGE At 
THE FRONT OF THE PARK NEAR THE SANTA ROSA AVENUE AND IN BACK OF 
! He ROSE GARDfcN AMONGST THE REDWOODS. THESE WERE REQUESTED 


, i'jN. 


ARE THE FINAL S •. Hi I ST ICS FROM SEP i eMBER 22-THE CLOSING: 


ADMISSIONS S550 
SALES i 22. 

w.’V A , i 0«* 


V t 


4?v.—i w 


a p-.; I' ^7 0 

mUUl i O a ^ 

5 -n-V <‘V- 

•- — , . ; .» *-\ - 1 

oe Tv J ; 

YOUTH 28 

CHILD 34 


'OTAL 




total figures for i 99- season equaled las i year’s total of 

.lo.jyu./L Wi; H A r L\iAL :uTALOr iSoSQ.’s > HIS Is SLi i lk i HAN : Me 
195/. 1988. 9c9. AND i 990 SeAsON. OuR YEARLY Ai i ENDANCE WAS 
ONLY 461 8 MeU-'Le. : Ht ROAu IN FRONT Or 'HE ML'SsUM Was ;.LuSED DUE i 0 


lj:\J i KUL i :L 
UN US i N ; He 


3 HE SUMMER MOM; HS. WE HAD ARTICLES WRII ; EH 

“• or' ■■’ ~ c "jw ’ f- *cl 4 ; n ir - s 

Jw‘ .. 4 TA. ■ . WL.i'iiv'w i iP -,0 .—.i, 1 i Ml. , 1 1 i i_ «i i v_ . 
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AND RADIO S' i A : j!\ K_S We APPcAH WEEKLY IN THE 0 SeCTlCN Or THE 
PRESS DEMOCRAT AND THE WEEKLY EN; ERTAiNMEN i SECTION WE WILL ALSO 
APPEAR iN A sONOMA CAlcNDAk ANu : he CnAMDtR OF uuMMERCt mAP 
THERE IS NO CHARGE TO "HE CITY FOR THIS 






CHURCH OF ONE TREE/RIPLEY MEMORIAL MUSEUM 
492 SONOMA AVENUE 
SANTA ROSA, CA, 9540! 

(707) 524-5233 


APRIL 29, 1994 



MS. USA PACELLA 
TRADEMARKS ADMINISTRATOR 
RIPLEY'S BELIEVE IT OR NOT!(g7 
5728 MAJOOR BOULEVARD 
ORLANDO, FLORIDA 
32819 

RE: RIPLEY'S BELIEVE IT OR NOT MERCHANDISE 
DEARMS. LISA PACELLA: 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER WITH REGARDS TO THE RIPLEY MERCHANDISE. 
IT WAS GOOD TO SPEAK WITH YOU AND MR. NORM DYSKA ON THE PHONE. THE 
T-SHIRTS WERE MADE BY A LOCAL ARTIST THREE YEARS AGO AND WERE FOR 
PROMOTION (24 T-SHIRTS). THE ARTIST WHO DID THESE LEFT THE AREA. 
SINCE THE COPYRIGHT WAS NOT NOTICABLE NO MORE WERE REQUESTED. 

SOME PEOPLE OFFERED DONATIONS TO THE MUSEUM FOR THE T-SHIRTS 
(ABOUT 5 PEOPLE). I SENT "BELIEVE IT OR NOT EXECUTIVES SAMPLES. 

MR. BOB WHITEMAN AND MR. EDWARD MEYER RECEIVED THE SHIRTS IN THE 
MAIL . THERE ARE NO MORE SHIRTS AVAILABLE. THERE ARE NO PLANS AT 
THIS TIME TO ORDER MORE. 

I AM SENDING YOU THE RIPLEY RELATED ITEMS THAT WE ARE OFFERING THIS 
YEAR. THE FOUR RIPLEY PAPERBACKS (ODD PLACES. WILD ANIMALS. WEIRD 
INVENTIONS AND DISCOVERIES, AND STRANGE COINCIDENCES) ARE BEING 
SOLD AT $3.50 A PIECE. WE DO NOT SELL MANY OF THESE. WE ALSO OFFER 
THE RIPLEY GUIDE WHICH IS VERY POPULAR. WE SELL THIS FOR $ 1. COOPER 
CLASSICS DESIGNED A POSTCARD OF THE CHURCH LAST YEAR, WE ARE 
OFFERING THIS FOR .30 I AM ENCLOSING A COPY OF THIS CARD. "COOPER 
CLASSICS" DID THIS ON THERE OWN. I DISCOVERED THE CARDS FOR SALE IN 
A HALLMARK STORE ONE DAY. 


THE CHURCH OF ONE TREE WHICH WAS MADE FAMOUS IN THE RIPLEY 
CARTOON WAS BOB RIPLEY'S HOMETOWN CHURCH. WE ALSO SELL A HISTORY 
WITH REGARDS TO ROBERT RIPLEY'S HOMETOWN CONGREGATION AND THE 
STORY OF THE ONE REDWOOD TREE THAT WAS CUT DOWN TO BUILD THIS OLD 


s i- vm vm/ u. 


Y Y • III \ IL.IA VYYM 


RESEARCH ADDED ON AT THE END OF THE BOOK. THERE IS AN ACCOUNT THAT 
BOB RIPLEY'S FATHER HELPED BUILD THIS CHURCH WHEN HE FIRST MOVED TO 
SANTA ROSA. BOB RIPLEY "BELIEVE IT OR NOT" ATTENDED THIS CHURCH FOR 
YEARS AND WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN SAVING THE REMAINING RELIC. (HALF OF 
THE BUILDING WAS NOT SAVED IN THE MOVE ACROSS TOWN IN 1957). 

TODAY IT RESTS ON JUILLIARD PARK. 

THANK YOU FOR CONTACTING ME AND GIVE MY REGARDS TO THE FOLKS IN 
ORLANDO. IF YOU HAVE ANY FURTHER CONCERNS DON'T HESITATE TO WRITE 
OUR MUSEUM. 


SINCERELY, 



JOHN R. HACKU 
CURATOR 


i 






CHURCH or ONE TREE/RIPLEY MEMORIAL MUSEUM 

492 SONOMA AVENUE 
SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA 
(707)524-5233 
SPRING 1994 REPORT 


MAY 1. 1994 


THE SEASON BEGAN ON APRIL I, 1994 WITH THE SAME HOURS AND TIMES 
AS THE LUTHER BURBANK HOME AHD GARDENS, IN MARCH 1994 WE 
PARTICIPATED IN THE PARK AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT’S 
ARBOR DAY CELEBRATIONS. 

THE RIPLEY MOVIE DISTRIBUTED BY TURNER BROADCASTING WAS AIRED 
NATIONWIDE LAST NOVEMBER AND REPEATED (ACCORDING TO SOME 
ACCOUNTS) THIS SPRING. SANTA ROSA DOES NOT RECEIVE THIS STATION 
ON THE "POST NEWSWEEK" CABLE BUT ROHNERT PARK AND OTHER 
CALIFORNIA TOWNS AS WELL AS OTHER STATIONS AROUND THE WORLD 
DID VIEW THE MADE FOR TELEVISION SPECIAL. THE EDUCATIONL SECTION 
WHICH PERTAINS TO RIPLEY IN SANTA ROSA WILL BE OCCASIONALLY 
DISPLAYED AT THE MUSEUM IF THE VISITOR WISHES TO SEE IT. A COPY FOR 
THE PARK AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT WILL BE FORTHCOMING. 

BOB CLARKE WHO ILLUSTRATES FOR "MAD" MAGAZINE AND BEGAN WITH THE 
RIPLEY CARTOON VISITED THE MUSEUM THIS WEEKEND. HE DOES APPEAR IN 
THE TELEVISION RIPLEY SPECIAL SEVERAL TIMES REMEMBERING THE FAMOUS 
CARTOONIST FROM SANTA ROSA. MARC COHEN WAS WITH HIM AND HE WILL 
BE DISPLAYING HIS PERSONAL RIPLEY MATERIAL AND DRAWINGS AT HIS 
SPECIAL CARTOONIST EVENT THIS FEBRUARY IN THE SONOMA COUNTY 
MUSEUM. THIS SOUNDS LIKE A FUN EVENT. THE RIPLEY MUSEUM CLOSES 
THIS YEAR ON SUNDAY OCTOBER 30, 1994. 

THERE WILL BE A TREE WALK ON MAY 7, 1994 BY BOB HORNBACK. THE WALK 
WILL LEAVE FROM THE CHURCH OF ONE TREE AND WILL BEGIN AT I 1 A.M. 

BOB IS A HORTICULTURIST AND WAS RECENTLY PUBLISHED IN A 
HORTICULTURAL MAGAZINE. THE EVENT WILL BE ANNOUNCED IN THE PRESS 
DEMOCRAT SOMETIME THIS WEEK. 

THE ROSES IN JUILLIARD PARK LOOK VERY GOOD. ONE LOCAL LADY WHO 
FREQUENTS THE PARK WAS RECENTLY SEEN TAKING APHIDS OFF EACH PLANT 
WITH SOAPY WATER. BELIEVE IT OR NOT, NOBODY SEEMS TO KNOW THE NAME 
OF THIS MYSTERY LADY. 
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CHURCH OF ONE TREE/RIPLEY MEMORIAL MUSEUM 

ON A RECENT TRIP TO NEW ENGLAND CURATOR UOHN HACKU WAS ABLE TO 
LOCATE A CRUCIFIX FISH WHICH WAS BROUGHT BACK FROM THE SOUTH SEAS 
AND DONATE IT TO THE MUSEUM HERE. TODAY THERE ARE MANY OF THESE IN 
NOVELTY SHOPS AROUND THE WORLD. BOB RIPLEY HAD DISPLAYED THE 
STORY OF THIS ODDITY IN 1933 DURING HIS CHICAGO ODDITORIUM DAYS. 

NOW THE MUSEUM HAS IT'S OWN CRUCIFIX FISH ON DISPLAY INSIDE THE 
CHURCH OF ONE TREE IN SANTA ROSA. 

THE TRADEMARKS ADMINISTRATOR FOR "RIPLEY'S" REQUESTED A LIST OF 
RIPLEY ITEMS WE MAKE AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC. THIS SEASON WE WILL 
HAVE AVAILABLE THE FOUR SMALL POCKET BOOKS CELEBRATING BOB 
RIPLEY’S ONE HUNDRETH BIRTHDAY. THESE ARE OBTAINED FROM RIPLEY 
INTERNATIONAL (IAN FROM SAN FRANCISCO'S RIPLEY MUSEUM PROVIDES 
THEM AT COST A LITTLE MORE THAN $ 1.50 PER BOOK) WE SELL THEM FOR 
$3.50 TO INTERESTED FANS OF THE BELIEVE IT OR NOT CARTOONS. WE ALSO 
PROVIDE A HISTORY BOOK ON THE CHURCH FOR $2 AND A GUIDE BOOK 
FOR $1. THE VARIOUS POSTCARDS THIS YEAR ARE FROM CALIFORNIA 
HIGHWAYS AND COOPER’S CLASSICS. THESE CARDS SELL FOR $.30 EACH. 
(ENCLOSED IS A LETTER WITH THAT INFORMATION SENT TO "RIPLEY'S 
BELIEVE IT OR NOT INTERNATIONAL WHICH IS NOW HEADQUATERED IN 
ORLANDO, FLORIDA. THE WAX MUSEUMS, THE GUINNESS MUSEUM OF WORLD 
RECORDS, AND THE BELIEVE IT OR NOT MUSEUMS ARE ALL PART OF THE SAME 
COMPANY. I SPOKE WITH NORM DYSKA BY PHONE WITH REGARDS TO FUTURE 
OPENINGS OF ’’BELIEVE IT OR NOT " MUSEUMS AND THEY PLAN A NEW ONE IN 
THAILAND, THE PHILLIPINES, AND OTHER PLACES. THE NEW ONE JUST 
OPENED IN KEY WEST, FLORIDA. AND KOREA. 21 MUSEUMS IN ALL. 


THE NEWSPAPERS WERE SENT OUR SEASON INFORMATION. THE KID 
KONNECTION, THE PRESS DEMOCRAT, THE SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE AND 
OTHER PAPERS WERE CONTACTED. THE 2000 BROCHURES WERE RECEIVED 
AT THE MUSEUM FROM THE PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT AND SOME 
OF THEM WERE DISTRIBUTED TO LOCAL HOTELS AND MUSEUMS PLUS THE 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE AND THE VISITOR CENTERS. 

SUNSET MAGAZINE HAS EXPRESSED AN INTEREST IN DOING AM ARTICLE ON 
OUR MUSEUM AND THE JUILLIARD PARK. THEY ARE CONSIDERING DOING A 
FUTURE STORY ON US. MORE ON THIS AS IT DEVELOPES, 

A LOCAL JOURNALIST, GEETS VINCENT, WROTE AN ARTICLE AND SUBMITTED 
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CHURCH OF ONE TREE/RIPLEY MEMORIAL MUSEUM 


IT TO VARIOUS PUBLICATIONS. SHE IS A FREELANCE WRITER AMD RECENTLY 
HAS ARTICLES PUBLISHED IN "SENIOR" MAGAZINE. HER ARTICLE ON THE 
MUSEUM WAS PRINTED IN THE 1993 JULY EDITION OF "SENIOR". 


THE TOTALS FOR THE SEASON THUS FAR ARE: 


ADULTS 

270 

ADMISSIONS: 

$597.50 

SENIORS 

94 

SALES 

103.40 

YOUTHS 

76 

DONATIONS: 

25.87 

10 GROUPS 

120 



CHILDREN 

46 

TOTAL 

$726.77 


) 


TOTAL 606 PEOPLE 


SINCERELY, 



JOHN R. HACKU 
CURATOR 
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THE CHURCH OF ONE TREE/ ROBERT L. "BELIEVE IT OR NOT!"^ 
RIPLEY MEMORIAL MUSEUM 


MONTHLY REPORT 
JUNE 1994 


THE HUMAN RACE TOOK PLACE ON MAY 7, 1994 AND WE PARTICIPATED. 
THE VOLUNTEERS RAISED AND DONATED $55 FOR THE DAY'S EVENT, THE 
CHURCH OF ONE TREE WILL RECEIVE FROM THE VOLUNTEER CENTER MOST OF 
THAT DONATION. THE ROSE PARADE FOUND CUB SCOUT TROOP * 127 
MARCHING FROM THE FRONT OF THE MUSEUM WHERE THE DEN OF CUB SCOUTS 
MET. GOLD FISH WERE PLACED IN THE PONDS AT JUILLIARD PARK AFTER 
GETTING THE OKAY FROM THE GROUNDS KEEPERS DENISE AND CHRISTINE, A 
FUN TIME WAS HAD BY ALL AND LATER THE CUB SCOUT LEADERS MADE A 
SIZEABLE DONATION TO THE MUSEUM FOR THAT DAY. A BANNER OF THE 
MUSEUM WAS CARRIED BY THE SCOUTS AS PART OF THEIR CONTINGENT, 
CURATOR JOHN HACKU DONATED $ 100 TO THE CUB SCOUTS IN MEMORY OF 
"THE CHURCH OF ONE TREE/ROBERT L.' BELIEVE IT OR NOT^RIPLEY MEMORIAL 
MUSEUM. SCOUT LEADERS MELTZER AND CUMMING CONVINCED OUR CURATOR 
TO MARCH IN THE PARADE WITH THEM AND THE MUSEUM WAS RE-OPENED 
BEFORE I P.M. AFTER THE PARADE. THE CITY WAS NOT CHARGED FOR ANY OF 
THIS PROMOTIONAL ACTIVITY. 


THE HEADQAURTERS CONTACTED US TO UPDATE THE NAME OF THE v 
MUSEUM TO THE CHURCH OF ONE TREE/ ROBERT L. "BELIEVE IT OR NOT" & 
RIPLEY MEMORIAL MUSEUM. DUE TO NEW RULES AND REGULATIONS FROM THE 
GOVERNMENT ALL OF OUR LISTINGS WILL BE CHANGED. THE REGISTERED 
TRADEMARK MUST APPEAR WHEN LISTING "BELIEVE IT OR NOTT^THE 
STATISTICS FOR THIS MONTH ARE AS FOLLOWS. 


TOTALS FOR MAY 


1989 1990 

$628.15 $508.55 


1991 1992 

$649.05 $562.82 


1993 1994 

$573.82 $638.55 


ADMISSIONS $497.25 
SALES 90.10 

DONATIONS 51.20 


TOTAL $633.55 


ADULTS 220 
YOUTH 50 
SENIOR 83 
i 2 GROUPS 144 
UNDER AGE 6 20 


SINCERELY TOTAL 517 PEOPLE 

JOHN R. HACKU 
CURATOR 


* 


THE CHURCH OF ONE TREE 
ROBERT L. "BELIEVE IT OR NOT" 

RIPLEY MEMORIAL MUSEUM 
1994 

JULY REPORT 

ONE OF THE NEWEST PRODUCTS OFFERED BY RIPLEY'S IS THE COLLECTOR 
TELEPHONE DEBIT CARD WITH "BELIEVE IT OR NOT" DRAWINGS BY SANTA 
ROSA'S BOB RIPLEY ON THE CARD. THESE CARDS COST $ 12 AMD WHEN YOU 
PURCHASE THE CARD, A TWENTY MINUTE PHONE CALL CAN BE MADE TO 
ANYWHERE IN THE UNITED STATES. THESE CARDS ARE NOT FOR SALE AT 
OUR MUSEUM BUT CAN BE PURCHASED BY WORLDWIDE GLOBEL 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CORP. AT 1-800-929-4301. 

THE MARCH 15, 1994, NATIONAL ENQUIRER FEATURED AN ARTICLE 
ENTITLED: " BELIEVE IT OR NOT...WACKY MUSEUMS HAVE EVERYTHING FROM 
A SEVEN TON BALL OF STRING TO SHRUNKEN HEADS". IF ANYONE HAS A COPY 
OF THIS ISSUE PLEASE CONTACT THE MUSEUM. 

RIPLEY'S IS CURRENTLY LOOKING AT POTENTIAL MUSEUM SITES IN: 
JAKARTA.MANILA.THAILAND,ATLANTIC CITY, AND NEW YORK. THE MAIN 
HEADQUARTERS IS NOW OFFICIALLY MOVED FROM TORONTO TO ORLANDO, 
FLORIDA, ED MEYER COMMUNICATED TO OUR MUSEUM RECENTLY THAT A 
NATIONALLY TELEVISED "ROBERT L. "BELIEVE IT OR NOT" RIPLEY SHOW WILL 
BE SET FOR RELEASE SOMETIME THIS SUMMER OR EARLY AUTUMN, 

RECENTLY BURT WOLF AND HIS PRODUCTION TEAM FROM NEW YORK CITY 
FILMED A SEGMENT FOR THE UP-COMING SPECIAL ON SONOMA COUNTY. THE 
FILMING OF THE MUSEUM AND THE LUTHER BURBANK HOME AND GARDENS 
WERE COMPLETED IN ONE AFTERNOON. MR. WOLF HAS THREE SHOWS WITH 
THE TURNER BROADCAST NETWORK ON TBS, CNN, AND TNT. THE SHOWING 
NATIONWIDE WILL BE IN THE FUTURE. THE SONOMA COUNTY VISITORS AND 
CONVENTION BUREAU IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS CONNECTION. THANK YOU 
MS. JAMIE DOUGLAS AND YOUR STAFF FOR THIS GREAT PROMOTIONAL 
OPPORTUNITY FOR THE CHURCH OF ONE TREE. 


RECENTLY TWO DONATIONS WERE MADE TO THE MUSEUM, A PLAQUE OF A 
1932 CHAMBER OF COMMERCE SIGN (RIPLEY RECEIVED THE KEYS TO SANTA 
ROSA IN A CEREMONY IN TOWN IN 1932). WE ALSO RECEIVED A "LEWIS 
SCHOOL" REUNION AUTOGRAPHED POSTER. RIPLEY WAS IN TOWN A YEAR- 
LATER FOR THE LEWIS SCHOOL REUNION ACCORDING TO MR. RICK DANIELS 
AMD SIGNED THE POSTER WITH OTHER CLASSMATES "BELIEVE IT OR NOT"! 
THANK YOU MR. RICK DANIELS. 
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SANDRA GURVIS HAS NOW OFFICIALLY PUBLISHED HER BOOK ON "101 OFF 
THE WALL MUSEUMS" BY CAROL BOOKS. IT IS READY FOR RELEASE. THE 
BOOK COSTS $ 1495 AND IS AVAILABLE FROM CAROL BOOKS. THE CHURCH 
OF ONE TREE IS ONE OF THE MUSEUMS EXPLORED IN THE BOOK. SANDRA IS A 
SUCCESSFUL PROMINENT WRITER FROM OHIO WHO INTERVIEWED CURATOR 
JOHN HACKU BY PHONE TWO YEARS AGO FOR THE INFORMATION ON RIPLEY 
AND THE CHURCH OF ONE TREE. 

A NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH PROGRAM FOR THE JUILLIARD PARK AREA HAS 
BEEN SET UP WITH THE POLICE AND THE NEIGHBORS AROUND THE MUSEUM. 
BILL MONTGOMERY AND OTHER OFFICIALS FROM THE PARK AND RECREATION 
DEPARTMENT WILL BE INVOLVED MONTHLY WITH THE IMPROVEMENTS TO THE 
PARK AND THE AREA. PLANS FOR THE FUTURE OF THE CHURCH OF ONE TREE 
ARE ALSO IN THE DEVELOPMENT STAGES. THE CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD., 
THE PARK AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT, AND THE TOWN COUNCIL ARE 
BUSY WORKING ON CRUCIAL DECISIONS WHICH WILL IMPROVE THE FUTURE OF 
SANTA ROSA. 


THE STATISTICS FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE WERE JUST SHY OF A TEN YEAR 
RECORD. THE PRESS DEMOCRAT HAS NOT YET LISTED OUR MUSEUM IN IT'S 
WEEKLY COMMUNITY CAENDAR DISPITE NUMEROUS MAILINGS AND PRESS 
RELEASES. WE WILL KEEP TRYING TO GET LISTED THIS YEAR. THE PRESS 
HAS BEEN GOOD TO U5 THESE PAST FEW YEARS. THE PEOPLE AT THE 
VARIOUS TOURIST INFORMATION CENTERS DO A GOOD JOB OF DIRECTING 
TOURISTS TO OUR MUSEUM. THE LUTHER BURBANK HOME AND GARDENS DO A 
FANTASTIC JOB DIRECTING PEOPLE TO OUR PLACE. 

THE STATISTICS FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


256 ADULTS $60450 ADMISSIONS 

17 CHILDREN UNDER 7) $111.40 SALES 

134 SENIORS 71.10 DONATIONS 

80 YOUTH 
96 (8 GROUPS) 


583 PEOPLE TOTALS $787.00 YEAR TO DATE $2152.32 

APRIL I-JULY 1 


1994 DAILY AVERAGE $3.3. 


THE CHURCH OF ONE TREE 
ROBERT L. "BELIEVE IT OR MOT" 
RIPLEY MEMORIAL MUSEUM 
AUGUST REPORT 

AUGUST 7, 1994 


THE HERITAGE DAYS CELEBRATIONS ARE HERE AMD THE RIPLEY MEMORIAL 
MUSEUM WILL PARTAKE IN THE FESTIVITIES. THE MUSEUM WILL SHOW THE 
VIDEO ON "THE NATIONAL ANTHEM" WHICH DEPICTS HOW AN EX-BALL 
PLAYER FROM SANTA ROSA (BOB RIPLEY) CHANGED HISTORY WITH A 


CARTOON. THIS WILL SHOW THROUGH OCTOBER. IT WAS A CARTOON DRAWN 
IN 1929 BY RIPLEY THAT SPURRED THE AMERICAN PEOPLE TO SEND 


PETITIONS FOR THE OFFICIAL NATIONAL ANTHEM. WE WILL ALSO HAVE A 
TABLE AT HAMPTON WOODS FOR THE AUGUST 28TH HERITAGE DAY EVENT. 


NIPPON TELEVISION OF JAPAN PLANS TO DO A DOCUMENTARY OF BOB 
RIPLEY THIS AUGUST AND MAY SOON SEND A CAMERA CREW TO OUR MUSEUM. 
A CONTRACT WITH RIPLEY ENTERTAINMENT INC. HAS BEEN SIGNED. THE 15 
MINUTE PIECE WILL BE AIRED OVER JAPANESE PUBLIC TELEVISION. 


JHE "DEAR MR, RIPLEY: TREASURES FROM THE RIPLEY'S BELIEVE IT OR 
NOT I®ARCHIVES WILL BE AVAILABLE FROM CURATORIAL ASSISTANCE, 

INC. OF PASADENA. THE SONOMA COUNTY MUSEUM HAS EXPRESSED AN ~ 
INTEREST IN CO-SPONSORING THIS DISPLAY. THE SONOMA COUNTY MUSEUM 
HAS THE INSURANCE AND HUMIDITY REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DISPLAY 
ALONG WITH THE PUBLICATION OF A LITTLE BROWN & COMPANY/BULFINCH' 
BOOK OF THE SAME TITLE," DEAR MR. RIPLEY" IS SCHEDULED TO RECEIVE 
MAJOR MEDIA SUPPORT FROM NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO AND TELEVISION. IN 
1994 A FEATURE MOTION PICTURE ON THE LIFE OF ROBERT RIPLEY WILL BE 
RELEASED BY TWENTIETH CENTURY FOX, ALONG WITH INTERACTIVE COMPACT 
DISC TITLES FROM PHILIPS AND SONY. A SERIES OF ONE-HOUR TELEVISION 
SPECIALS IS ALSO PLANNED BY FOX TELEVISION. 


’HE STATISTICS FOR THIS MONTH ARE AS FOLLOW! 


(10) GROUPS 120 PEOPLE 
ADULTS 515 

YOUTH i28 

SENIOR 121 


ADMISSIONS $709 
SALES 121.20 

DONATIONS 25.95 


THE CHURCH OF ONE TREE 
ROBERT L. BELIEVE IT OR NOT (b) 
RIPLEY MEMORIAL MUSEUM 
MONTHLY REPORT 
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( THE END 0F THE SUMMER BRINGS TOURISTS FROM SAUDI ARABIA, 
IRELAND. AND PETALUMA TO OUR DOORS, THE SEASON IS WINDING DOWN 
AFTER OUR PARTICIPATION IN HERITAGE DAYS. THE PLANNING MEETING FOR 
NEXT YEAR S INVOLVEMENT WAS HELD IN THE MUSEUM ON SE D TER8ER 7 
WITH CITY COUNCILMAN DAVE BERTO AS DIRECTOR OF THE MEETING. A FINE 
BARBECUE 'WAS HELD IN THE JUILLARD PARK AND ALL THOSE IN 
ATTENDANCE HAD A DELIGHTFUL EVENING: 

BILL MONTGOMERY OF THE PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT HAS 
INFORMED US OF A MARRIAGE RENEWAL OF 50 YEARS TO TAKE PLACE ON MAY 
I 1, 1995 SO OUR NEXT YEAR CALENDAR IS ALREADY BEGINNING TO SEE 
EVENTS BEING PLANNED. OUR SEASON OFFICIALLY ENDS THIS OCTOBER 30 
WE WILL HAVE AN ANSWERING MACHINE TO TAKE CALLS AND SET UP 
NEXT YEAR'S SCHEDULE THROUGH THE WINTER AS USUAL. THE SUMMER WAS 
ONE OF OUR BUSIEST AND ONLY 1991 SHOWED MORE PROCEEDS IT ALSO 
BROUGHT NIPPONJELEVISION TO COMPLETE A JAPANESE DOCUMENTARY ON 
ROBERT RIPLEY, i HE SHOW WAS FILMED IN BUENA PARK AND NEW YORK. 

AMO HEDAH MAYUCHI AND HARRIS SOLOMON CALLED SEVERAL TIMES FOR 
INFORMATION ON THE LIFE AMD TIMES OF ROBERT RIPLEY 
THIS MONTH'S PROCEEDS ARE AS FOLLOWS. 

ADULTS 315 
YOUTH 31 
SENIORS 147 

GROUPS 144(12 GROUPS OF 12) 

UNDER 6 33 


JI AL 720 PEOPLE 


YEAR 10 DATE FROM APRIL 1ST- 3I36PEOPLE 


'~MJI i I J I v^Pis.). 2* i *40. S. S 


Os? 60 


L- f Ui \ i S.mNO 


'•j i Al $9 / 4i / f uAR i u D a i t 3 j , 932.74 
"HiS YEAR WE BEGAN OUR SEASON IN APRIL INSTEAD OF MARCH. 




TMC ChUHCii Or ONE TREE 
ROBERT L. 'BELiEv'F IT OR N0Tf(§ 
RIPLEY i 1ENQR! AL MUSEUM 


j ’j ! n[_ ? i”Y •" r' f*'! j 

OCiOBER i, 1994 

| He uLaoUN HAu Uhe \ iONi n iu 00 FuR i 9y4 AMD W’E HAVE BEEN INVOLVED 
IN SOME EaCITING PROJECTS BURT W0LF"5 TABLE” WAS AN EXCITING 
SHOW THAT FEATURED SONOMA COUNTY INTERNATIONALLY IN A SHOWFIRST 
AIRED FROM THE TBS AND OTHER PUBLIC BROADCASTING STATIONS 
AUGUST 26, 1994 THE SEGMENT ON "LUTHER BURBANK" WITH AM EXTENSIVE 
INTERVIEW WITH CHERYL HARRIS WAS ALSO INCLUDED IN THE HALF HOUR 
uhEuAL. THE COPY WAS RECEI VtD FROM NEW YORK ONLY TO BE GIVEN TO 
CHANNEL 50 AND THE GREATER VISITORS AND CONFERENCE BUREAU WHO 
hi_AN iO kRODUCE A SPECIAL CHANNEL 50 VIDEO ON SANTA ROSA. SLIDES 
AND OTHER VIDEO ON THE CHURCH OF ONE TREE WERE LENT TO THEM FOR THE 
PROJECT. THIS PROJECT WILL BE WORKED ON THROUGH OCTOBER. 

A MR. RICHARD NORMAN WHO WAS PART OF A RIPLEY'S BELIEVE IT OR NOT 
IN 195 i DROPPED IN TO THE MUSEUM THIS MONTH HIS STORY INVOLVED 
"BREAD UPON THE WATER" HE DONATED HIS OWN BLOOD AMD RECEIVED IT 
BACK WHEN HE GOT BURNED IN THE SERVICE 

a11 1 COUNCILMAN DmVE ockiu rMD CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD MEMBER 
TOM STEWART HAVE SUGGESTED A PROJECT WHICH WOULD MOVE AND 
UPGRADE THF CHURCH OR ONE “REE THE PLANS WILL BE DEVELOPED OVER 
i He WIN i cH 601 ; Of - < j ; c War i , mN cNulNeER Wi i H THE BOARD, HINTS 
< n ^ ! 1 1 1 i^ni u<c /■*. i Ui-i rt-i Jjll- i . Ah. i vijLr--c.ni z> '. PAo i cui f UK ur i nc 
PRESS DEMOCRai AMD ONCE CHAIR OF "FRIENDS OF RIPLEY') TOLD US THAT 
i He _nURe.n WAo MOveU iN i vo/ 'aITH LUi S OF HELP FROM ALL WHO 
uuNk i i:D • IMF. MONEAND SKILLS ’ CHILDREN BROUGHT IN JARS OF 
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i ht o i A i ISiiCS FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER ARE AS FOLLOWS. 
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TOTAL 482 PEOPLE 


•>Ak i 0 DAiE 3613 (OUR SEASON WAS ONE MONTH SHORTER THIS 

DUE TO OUR APRIL START DATE) 
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RIPLEY ME! iOPlAL i iUSEUf ’ 
MONTHLY REPORT 


NovEi IBEn 


THE SEASON CLOSED THE SAME DAY AS THE LUTHER BURBANK HOME AND 
HARDENS: THIS YEAR OCTOBER: 30TH THE SEASON WAS A MONTH SHORTER 
L Z 1 ( Cr\r '• KKCViUUo YrIr\KO INLlUDED r- '• IW.kcn ! 0 i uPtMINU Dr* i C 
vvi i H - f ADDLE OF OCI ODER CLOSINGS 

i He w ;PlcY ENTER i ASHMEN i IN j ERHA7I0NAL MOVE TO ORLANDO, 
r-lORiD^ IS NOW COilPLE i E AND CURATOR JOHN HACKU HOPES TO VISIT THE 
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Ntw a i i HAC i (ON MIGHT Be UMCU VEREl ; FOR l HE SAN i A ROSA MUSeUM 
THE kiPLEY FAN CLUB HAS UNCOVERED THE FiRST RIPLEY DRAWING FOR 
PUBLICATION THIS DRAWING FROM : 90S WAS FIRST PRINTED IN THE OLD 
-ifE i IA.vAz.INE RIPLEY RECEIVED So FOR THE DRAWING OF HIS MOiHER 
oOiNG THE lAUNDRY.HERE IN SAN j A ROSA. THE DRAWING WAS i 11 LED "TH 
YOUNG BELLE 
THE MUSeUM. 


IS SLOWLY WRINGING". A COPY OF THIS DRAWING 13 NOW IN 




A RIPLEY MARATHON ON THE SCIENCE F!C ’ iOM.ME i WORK 
ALL DAY BEGINNING AT 9 A.M. ON THANGSGIViNG DAY NOVEMBER 24TH. 
SANTA ROSA DOES NOT RECEIVE THAT STATION, HOWEVER ROHNERT PARK. 
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UONCcrMiKiG FUTURE FUND RAISING OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE WINTER 
' lOilTnS. WE WILL BE EXPLORING NEXT SEASON'S POSSIBILITIES 
. ~~'..'tjT s :iE VAN i ER MuN ! Hb r.cM ; AGe D/o; :N CONJUNCTION Wii H 
■ He R.O'zc PAR^.Jt : LAY 'NCL'JUt: Pa ! r -* Ac ■: i y■> •: 'c z A. : ! HE CHURCH uF ONE 

ENl A HAND IN THIS 

S 3 TO CURATOR JOHN 
CHURCH. THESE WILL BE 
Jr her. Or V'uLUNTctR 
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:nE CHANNEL 30 PROD0C T i0 : : E D-lE,'. RCSE CONFERENCE AND 

/iSi "OP. BUREAU HAS COMPLETED - PR..'. 'UAL FEATURE ON SANTA 
RuoA. i nc CHURCH Or ONE TREE MCD CUR/- T 0R JOHN HACKU' SUPPLIED 
•MUDE3 AND FILM THAT WERE INCORPORA'ED MTC THIS- PROMOTiONAi 
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hard park rose garden 

E, MCE LOOi- Ih 

i • . • r* • . 

A He NO i dE 

MG WATERED PROPERLY A f 
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REOUEST 


' ; ro riAT ' ER 5E CORRECTED. jii i KING (WHO TAUGHT AORICULTUR 

JHH 'jcN ^AROENCUJB OF SANTA PC SA ST-.TING 'THE ROSES ARE NOT 
cEiiOS VvAi ERED PROPERLY AND NEED "0 EE SPRAYED". THE CITY'S MEW 
DRIP IRRIGATION SYSTEi I WHICH WAS PLACED IN "HE GARDEN TWO YEARS 
AGO NEEDS TO EE ADJUSTED". THE LUTHER BURBANK ROSES ARE SPLENDID 
AND BY COMPARISON IT 13 A SNA!IE TO THIN"' THAT A GARDEN THAT'S 
jnv n. •( icrsRo in oaNi r. Ruer- WILL LOSE oOME OF ,-T’S PRIZE ROSES DUE 
* i*LOi.ta'w i , i ! ill i iCiM O UalKl-'l'< LL‘‘jWILL H.EPLmLE i Hil 
: Yv'-.jd. v v/i .';i i\Lvv ‘jiNc j l’vM'na 1 . i ut- : oi -j^SwIwdUN kEkK!No ONCb i HiS 
r r-JDL c.i i i w '--'AH r. ^L -1 tD Dr\ri i*iErr o -.jr r i* w c vvA*; ujN ! Ac ! lU WITH ! Hib 
PROBLEM i AND HE ADVISED THAT THE ? !E ; TS GAPDEN CLUB MIGHT ASSIGN 
I (El IDC.-0 VULUIMI ccR uc i A! L rOR i HE rU I URE OIL I KING SUGGESTED THAT 
PERHAP-S^AJW.'CE A MONTH DETAIL MIGHT HELP THE CARE OF THE ROSES. 

'*'* 1 1 nc *’Cai L'.'-i-.u'CiN ClUd i'iEt i uno dOHEDULEu FOR NOVEMBER; 8. i994 
JOHN HACKU W'-'LL REOUEST VOLUNTEERS FOR THIS PROJECT THROUGH ! 095 
' 1 ' i't'JxJ V iuZl; P hVU'Ji. i ' , J i ! MH r.t* 1 / zi> -W■ •< ! SHuWb i HE 
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THE CHURCH OF ONE TREE 
ROBERT L m BEL IE YE IT OR NOT /'(§) 
RIPLEY MEMORIAL MUSEUM 


492 SONOMA AVENUE 
SANTA ROSA, CA, 95401 
(707) 524-5233 


January 16, 1995 


Mr. Bob Masterson: 
President 

Ripley's $ 

Believe It or Not! 
World Headquarters 


Dear Mr. Bob Masterson: 

I am delighted to be part of the Twenty-Fourth Annual Manager's 
Conference this year in Acapulco. I am forwarding my airline information 
to you at this time. 

Thank you for your invitation. It is an honor and a privledge to be with 
your organization at this time. I look forward to receiving the agenda 
from Lisa Pacella. 


Sincerely, 

John R. Hacku 
Curator 
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CITY OF 

Monthly Report 


April 30, 1995 
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The museum opened its doors on April 1st 1995 to a good crowd. 

The first day saw $95 in sales and admissions. Our donations 

are up fo.r the year as well. We will participate in the Human Race. 

This fund raising event should bring in more revenue. 

The "Believe It Or Not" program is shown every day Monday through 
Friday on the Science Fiction Network. Santa Rosa does not get 
this channel. We are still showi'ng video clips from the Ripley 
archives to the public. They really enjoy the one about the 
National Anthem. The Ripley cartoon that became a law. 


On Hay 2, 1995 John Hacku will travel to Clearlake and give a 
presentation t.p the Kiwanis Club at 7 A.M. John will promote the 
museum and sell guide books to raise funds. He will only charge 
the city one hour for this promotion. Hopefully the attendance 
will continue to rise. We had our best April ever this month. 
Here are the statistics! 


Admissions $621.50 
Sales $255.58 
Donations $ 66.24 


Total $943.32 


Adults 

271 

Youth 

79 

Seniors 

90 

Child 

25 

14 Groups 

168 

Total 

633people 


Sincerely, 


John R. Hacku 
Curator 



THE CHURCH OF ONE TREE 
ROBERT L. "BELIEVE IT OR NOT!®' 
RIPLEY MEMORIAL MUSEUM 
MONTHLY REPORT 


JUNE 9, 1995 


THE DISCOVERY CHANNEL HAS EXPRESSED AN INTEREST IN THE MUSEUM. THE 
PROGRAM "START TO FINISH" WISHES TO INCLUDE THE SANTA ROSA MUSEUM 
IN IT'S FUTURE. PRODUCER TOM 6IESEN WANTS TO INCLUDE A SEGMENT ON 
"COLLECTABLES" HE WILL FILM FOR A HALF DAY IN JUNE AND THE PROGRAM 
WILL AIR IN SEPTEMBER. IT IS STILL IN THE PLANNING STAGES, 

THE KIWANIS CLUB OF SANTA ROSA WILL MEET FOR A PICNIC AND MEETING 
AT THE MUSEUM ON JUNE 22, 1995. THE GROUP WILL ALSO VIEW A PROGRAM 
INSIDE THE MUSEUM. THERE WILL BE ABOUT THIRTY-FIVE KIWANIS MEMBERS 
PRESENT. THIS GROUP WAS MAINLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE MUSEUM'S FUND 
RAISER AND MOVE IN 1957. SOME OF THOSE PEOPLE WHO HELPED ARE STILL 
MEMBERS OF THIS SERVICE CLUB. 

THE STATISTICS FOR MAY ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


251 ADULTS ADMISSIONS S563.50 

52 YOUTH 1 SALES $122.00 

M2 SENIORS DONATIONS $ 28.16 

27 CHILDREN 
108 PEOPLE (9 GROUPS) 

5<30 TOTAL TOTAL $713.66 

1213 PEOPLE FOR THE YEAR TO DATE YEAR TO DATE $ 1656.98 

THE HUMAN RACE EFFORTS WERE SUCCESSFUL AND WE WILL BE GETTING A 
CHECK FROM THEIR PAYOUT SOON. $ 100.25 WAS COLLECTED FOR THE HUMAN 
RACE 75% OF THIS WILL COME BACK TO THE MUSEUM IN JULY 


INCERELY, 


JOHN R. HACKU 
CURATOR 



THE CHURCH OF ONE TREE 
ROBERT L. "BELIEVE IT OR NOT!" K 
RIPLEY MEMORIAL MUSEUM 


JULY 7. 1995 


THE MUSEUM IS CURRENTLY BEING DISCUSSED AT CULTURAL HERITAGE 
BOARD MEETINGS WITH REGARDS TO THE FUTURE. THE CITY IS LOOKING AT 
SEVERAL OPTIONS. WE AGAIN WERE WRITEN UP IN GAVE LE BARON'S COLUMN 
CONCERNING COUNCILV/OMAN PAT WIGGINS. (SEE THE ENCLOSED JUNE 
ARTICLE FROM THE PRESS DEMOCRAT). 

THE ONLY REMAINING PHOTOGRAPH OF RIPLEY WITH FRANK SINATRA WAS IN 
OUR ARCHIVES. ED MEYER OF RIPLEY ENTERTAINMENT REQWUESTED THE 
PHOTO FOR AN UPCOMING 5UPRI2E PARTY. JIM PATTERSON WHO OWNS THE 
RIPLEY MUSEUMS AND THE GUI NESS BOOK OF RECORDS AND WAX MUSEUMS 
RECENTLY BOUGHT FRANK SINATRA'S HOUSE. THE PHOTO WAS COPIED AND 
RETURNED TO THE MUSEUM AND RESTS IN THE DISPLAY CASE. 

IN A "BELIEVE IT OR NOT"•FOLLOW-UP: MARY ANN HACKU THE WIFE OF JOHN 
HACKU OUR CURATOR IS RELATED TO FRANK SINATRA. HER DAD AND FRANK 
USED TO PLAY TOGETHER WHEN THEY WERE KIDS IN HOBOKEN, NEW JERSEY 
SOMEHOW DISTANT COUSINS. CONTACT WITH THE SINATRA ENTERPRISES 
INDICATE THAT FRANK SINATRA'S PERSONAL SECRETARY DOROTHY WANTED 
THE PICTURE BEFORE THE SURPRIZE. "I CAN KEEP SECRETS" SHE EXPLAINED 
TO CURATOR JOHN HACKU. WELL, WE WILL RESEARCH THE WHERE AND WHY 
OF THE PHOTO EVENT AFTER THE PRESENTATION. SORRY DOROTHY? 


THERE WILL BE AN UPCOMING NEWS SHOW ON THE MUSEUM FOR THIS MONTH 
ON CHANNEL 50. TEEN BEAT A REGULAR WEEKLY SHOW HOSTED BY OUR OWN 
DOCENT AND GUIDE ELIZABETH BULL WILL BE PLANNING THE SHOW WITH 
HACKU OUR CURATOR. TEENAGERS FOR THIS SHOW ARE NEEDED SO 


PLEASE CONTACT JOHN HACKU AT THE MUSEUM OR A 
OF ANY TEEN TELEVISION WANNABE'S. 


i OJG~00'JQ Ir 


YOU 


THERE ARE SEVERAL EVENTS PLANNED FOR JUILLIARD PARK DURING THE 
MONTH OF AUGUST. THESE THREE CONCERTS IN AUGUST PLUS EVENTS AT 
FINLEY ARE ON THE ENCLOSED FLYER. 


ON SATURDAY MORNINGS ELLEN AND DAVE BAILEY WITH 


WORK TEAM OF 



SANTA ROSA/GARDENERS OF AMERICA. WE WORK FROM 9- 12 EVERY 
SATURDAY. DRIP IRRIGATION REPAIR, WEEDING, DEAD HEADING, AND 


OTHER NECESSARY CARE PROCEDURES ARE ACCOMPLISHED. WE ARE 
WORKING CLOSELY WITH DENISE FROM PARK AND RECREATION AND TOM 
LOCOCO CONCERNING THIS ENDEAVOR. A LIST OF THE OTHER WORKERS WILL 
BE FORTHCOMING. JOHN HACKU, LEYTON YOUNGCLAUS, LYLE KELLER, AND JIM 
KING ALL ASSISTED THESE PAST FEW WEEKS. 

THE 22ND ANNUAL KIWANIS FOOTBALL FUND RAISER IS UNDERWAY, SOME OF 
THE PROCEEDS WILL GO TO THE PARK AND RECREATION SCHOLARSHIP FUND. 
THE PARK AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT WILL MAKE AVAILABLE FOR SALE 
TICKETS AT FINLEY AND STEELE LANE. (SEE FLYERS ENCLOSED) 

THE STATISTICS FOR JUNE 1995 AT THE CHURCH OF ONE TREE ARE AS 
FOLLOWS; 

ADULTS 219 

YOUTH 56 

SENIORS 151 

12 GROUPS 144 
CHILDREN 14 


TOTAL 564 TOTAL $727.55 

YEAR TO DATE 1797 PEOPLE YEAR TO DATE $2374.53 


ADMISSIONS $531.25 
DONATIONS $ 1 13.55 
SALES 82.75 


THE NEWS SHOW TEEN BEAT( AS PART OF THE CHANNEL 50 NEWS) WILL 


VISIT THE RIPLEY MUSEUM THIS WEEK. IF YOU KNOW ANY TEENS INTERESTED 
IN APPEARING ON THIS SEGMENT PLEASE CONTACT JOHN HACKU AT 
838-8696. OUR OWN ELIZABETH BULL WILL DO THE INTERVIEWS FOR 
TELEVISION. 
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July Report 

The statistics for July are : 

A d 111 i 5 b i 0 f i b 't / A / , / 5 
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Donations 
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Adults 
t outn 
Seniors 
2 Groups 
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92,95 
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NEWS 


I he Purchase of Frank 
dnatra s liorne by Jirn 
Patti son is news! The only 
picture Of Frank and Bob 
Ripley together was at the 
Church of One Tree. We 
quickly made copies and 
sent them to Mr. Patti son 
for the celebra1 1 on. Frank 
D i n a t r a s s e c \' e t a r 1 y U u r * o t ? i y 
p r o rn i s e s t o e x p i a i n a b o u t 
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Sonoma County Community Foundation 

T 

July 5, 1995 

Mr. John R. Hacku 
The Church of One Tree 
492 Sonoma Avenue 
Santa Rosa, CA 95401 

Dear Mr. Hacku, 

Thank you so very much for taking the time to advise the Sonoma County 
Community Foundation concerning our new fund as a result of the bequest of 
Charles DeMeo. 

Most people have good intentions to respond to such a request and very 
few take the time to actually do it. I know that it takes a lot of work to 
first think about what you want to say, find the paper, pen, typewriter, 
computer, etc. and actually put it all together. We have received 
approximately 40 responses and we appreciate each one of them. 

We are carefully reviewing the letters and we are in the process of 
preparing a chart showing the interests of our respondents. In addition, 
members of the staff and board are doing, independent research and conducting 
interviews with key individuals and groups in our community to begin to in¬ 
form ourselves on the issues and possibilities. 

Many people are curious about the timetable and when we will plan to 
make grants. The bequest was announced in May and we continue to work with 
the trustees to transfer the funds to the Community Foundation. This process 
will begin within the next few weeks and may take several months before it is 
complete: In the meantime, we have formed a DeMeo Fund Advisory Board, chaired 
by Jeanne Martin Buckley. In addition to Jeanne, there will be at least four 
other members, two of whom are Bill Pass and Brad DeMeo, Charles DeMeo's 
advisors, in whom he had great confidence. 

.Again, thank you for your interest in helping to shape this new fund. 

We will keep you informed and we may be in touch with you by phone or in person 
to solicit even more information. 


Most sincerely, 



KMM/pf 

3550 ROUND BARN BLVD., SUITE 212, SANTA ROSA, CA 95403 707-579-4073 FAX 707-579-4801 


Board of Directors 

Lee ChanJlvr 

Lucy Kishaha 

Irwin S. Rothenbers 

Officers 

Past Presidents 

Executive Staff 

Ruben Arminana, Ph.D. 

PtfRKY i- Bair 

Harry Friedman 

Mark Matthews 

Kirk Vealc 

John R. O'Brien 
President 

Pocky J. Bair 

John Shanahan 

Kay M. Marquer 
Executii* Director 

Pcciiyj- Fiirih 

John R. O’Rrien 


John T. Blount. D.D.S. 

Barbara Dctrich Gallagher 

Perer Pi nsec ki 


Lee Chandler 

Vice President 

Jean Schuls 


F. James Brock, Jr. 

Carla Howell 

Rhoann Ponsctt 


Irwin S. RothenberR 

Arthur L. Lafranchi 


Jeanne Martin Buckley 

Patrick Kilkenny 

Dee Richardson 


Treasurer 

John Moskowiri 






Porky J* Furch 

Harrison F. Comsrock 






Secretary 

Edwin C. Anderson. Jr. 
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}CcessPress 

! Harper Coll i ns Publishers 


John Hacku 

Robert L. Ripley Memorial Museum 
Santa Rosa 

July 7, 1995 

Dear Mr, Hacku: 
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Following our conversation last week, I am faxing you a copy of the 
illustration/logo we would like to usa in Connection with a description of 
Robert L. Ripley Memeorial Museum for the upcoming (1995) ACCESS Northern 
C . a . Lkf - g . rn i fl.Wine .., Country —travel guide._ For proper copyright authorization, 
please review this material and answer the following questions: 

1. Does this illustration/logo appear in your publicity materials and/or 
do you own the rights to it? (If either is the case, answer "Yes.") 

It Yes _No. 

2. If you answered "yes" to the question above, do wa have your 
permission to use this illustration in the upcomming (1996) edition of 
ACCESS Northern California Wine Country? 

fto Yea _No. 

3. If you answered "No" to question #l, or if the image should be 
updated, can you provide us with a replacement? 

Yea No. 


If so, please E-ail a copy of the replacement image as soon as possible 
to: 

Gene Gold 

Associate Editor, Access Press 
10 E. 53rd St., 18th floor 
New York, NY 10022 


Please sign and date this form below. 



NOTE; Because wa are on a tight production schedule, please fax the 
completed fora to Gene Gold at 212-207-7936 by Tuesday, July 11. 


Thank you for your assistance, it's greatly appreciated! 

Sincerely, 

Elizabeth Stevens 
tel# (212) 207-7537 
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CITY OF 




September 1995 


THE SANTA ROSA RECREATION AND PARKS DEPARTMENT WILL HOLD A PUBLIC 
MEETING ON THE OPTIONS AND FUTURE OF THE CHURCH OF ONE TREE AND 
JUILLIARD PARK. THE JUILLIARD PARK NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION MEETING 
WILL FOLLOW. THE MEETING IS AT THE CHURCH OF ONE TREE AT 7 P.M. 
SEPTEMBER 13, 1995. 

FOUR TELEVISION PROMOTIONS AND FEATURES ON THE CHURCH OF ONE TREE 
WERE BROADCAST THIS AUGUST. THE BURT WOLF SPECIAL ON SONOMA COUNTY 
WAS AIRED ON CHANNEL 9. TEEN SCEEN FEATURING THE CHURCH OF ONE TREE 
ON CHANNEL 10, BAY AREA BACKROADS REPEAT, AND THE BELIEVE IT OR NOT 
SHOW WITH JACK PALANCE ON THE SCIENCE FICTION STATION REPEATED THE 
FEATURED RIPLEY CHURCH OF ONE TREE. 


SANDRA GURVIS MADE THE NATIONAL NIGHTLY ABC NEWS WITH HER BOOK "THE 
COCKROACH HALL- OF FAME AND 101 OTHER UNUSUAL MUSEUMS'.' WE WERE 
FEATURED IN THE CALIFORNIA SECTION. THERE IS A NICE TWO PAGE WRITE 
UP ABOUT US. OTHER BOOKS WILL SOON FEATURE OUR MUSEUM. MORE ON 
THAT NEXT MONTH. 

THE STATISTICS FOR AUGUST ARE: 


ADMISSIONS: $650.00 
DONATIONS: 22.36 
SALES: 64.50 

Total $736.86 


ADULTS 238 
YOUTH 138 
SENIORS 146 
CHILDREN 19 
2 GROUPS 24 


TOTAL 610 PEOPLE 


SINCERELY, 



I 


JOHN R. HACKU 
CURATOR 



* he i_:nurcn or one Tree Robert L. "Be it eve it or Not!”® Ripley he moral Museum 


fir. Bill Montgomery 
P a r k £■-. R e c re a 1 1 o n D s p o r t rn e n t 

,1 1 c n* •- 1 i 

4 i .j CKbelb Ldfib 

bants Rosa, CA. 95403 


September 28, 1995 


Pk - y- M y- N..4 - v., ♦ — - y... - ; . 

L-'^df i n, num.qu?n*! u. 


Here is a copy of the response I received from the Sonoma County Community 
Foundation in reply to the letter i wrote requesting funds. Charles DeMeo was an 
essential element in the Church of One Tree project back in 1957. I wrote the 
Foundation this year. I hope that we have a chance to receive added funds for the 
continuation oi the this tine museum. 

! have great respect for the Park and Recreation administration, it is.bec.au. 
of the efforts of Mr. Chuck Rust, Eric, and yourself that the future looks bright for 
the Juilliard Park and the famous Church of One Tree. 


Sincerely, 


John R. Hacku 


Curator 


cc. EJ/CR 


The Church of One i ree/Robert L. Believe It Or Mot! Ripley Memorial Museum 

Monthly Report 

October 4, 1995 I September Statistics 


i he season is w inch rip down for the 
year and we have only four weeks to go. 
The rnuseurn will be closed for the 
winter months beginning October 30. 

inventory and computer up-date of 
the Ripley Archieves will be on-going. 
Dave Berto has also suggested a winter 
fund raiser for the museum. This will be 
considered for some future event along 
t heli n e s o f H e ri t a g e D a y s. 

The September meeting with the 
Cultural Heritage Bo ad., Church of One 
Tree Committee, and the Town Council 
was very productive Future options, 
ideas, and p 1 ans were discussed at 
length. 

i he Meignoui hooo watch ijroup will 
meet at the l. hunch on Uctuoer *4. I 99 d. 


be held at The cut her Burbank School 


Adults: 210 
Seniors 114 
Youth 56 

Children 22 
2 Groups 24 

Total 426 people 


A d rn i s s i o n s $450.25 
Sales 45.50 

Donations 25.1 1 

Total $520.86 


Pas 

t Results 

! 989 

$556.00 

1990 

$508.40 

199 1 

$ 3 5 o . 6:j 

j 1992 

$ 540.94 

I 993 

$590.4 i 

! 994 

$533.82 

1995 
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CITY OF 

19 95 Season Final Rep o r t 
October 29, 1995 


) 


The rrnseun is now closed for the season. The "Baseball Odditv" 

Ch?on!cle-Exam5‘ner Ce thrq kly V' PreSS Democrat ' The San Francisco 

and i he en . »;°;j ? Unty Inde P a " da "t. The Kid Konnection, 

ana m the current issue of the Santa Rosa Junior College "Oakleaf"! 

ed?Mnn r L° n Ri ? le ^ dn Wonder Magazine did not make the autumn 
edition as promised but some future, plans to promote Rinlev and 

his museums are in the works. Hopefully we will promo e The Church 

SL2?,m ree thr ?^ hout the ^"ter months at no expense to the cit$ 
pefully we will open the 1996 season on April 1st 1996. We have 
a field trip planned with Freemont School for April 30th' 1996 to 
our quaint museum. Have a delightful holiday season! 

The October & Total Statistics for 1995! 


Admissions: 

Sales 

Donations 


Total 

Year's Total 


$311.00 Adults 142 

$ 41.00 Youth 21 

$ 32.80 Seniors 56: 

___ Children 7 

8 Groups 96 


$384.80 


$4877.25 


Total 322 people 

Year's Total 3972 people 


Sincerely, 



John R. Hacku 
Curator 



CITY OF 





Church of One Tree 
Ripley Memorial Museum 
Newsletter and Report 


This month statistics again were better than the 1987 and 1988 
season but slightly lower than last year. Several tour groups 
that came through last year have again signed up for next month 
which should improve sales. 

The front door signs are ordered. New signs were provided by Robert 
Young and will soon reflect the schedule of March through October. 
The Church of One Tree salutes this endeavor. Thank you Bob. 

The media policy was reviewed concerning audio and video rights. 
Edward Myers was contacted due to an abundance of tourists with 
audio and video cameras. It was also reviewed with Kay Voliva 
of Luther Burbank Home and Gardens with regards to their policies 
on audio and video rights. Photographs will be permitted here 
for personal use. Any commercial or other use will be requested 
through proper channels of the Recreation and Park Department. 

Welcome Wagon is now distributing our flyers each month in it's 
new resident greetings. Chamber of Commerce, Convention Center, 
Burbank Home and Gardens, plus several local hotels also provide 
flyer distribution. The other visitor centers in surrounding 
towns have been provided with our brochures. We will soon need 
to replenish our supply. There is an error in the brochure which 
has been discovered. The picture inside the brochure with Ripley 
holding the umbrella is incorrectly labled. The caption reads that 
...,is flanked by New York Yankees greats Carl Hubble (left) and 
Lou Gehrig." (see brochure) Actually Carl Hubble is a New York 
Giant and is on the right of Bob Ripley. The caption could be mended 
easily to read "...,is flanked by New York greats Carl Hubble (right) 
and Lou Gehrig. If there are other complications please contact 
the office of The Church of One Tree. 

Gary Weaver arrived last month with i -original cartoons of Bob Ripley. 
They are part of his family collection. I referred him to Marc 
Cohen who collects cartoons in town. Marc provided us with some 
important information. Currently Paul Frehm is no longer doing the 
Ripley cartoon due to a change in ownership of the syndicate. 

King Features no longer promotes the strip. .Currently United 
Media is doing the Believe It Or Not cartoon strip. 

It was discovered through conversation with Mr. Edward Meyers 
from Ripley's Executive Offices that United Media of New York city 

RECREATION AND PARKS DEPARTMENT 
Recreation Division 415 Steele Lane Santa Rosa California 95403 
Telephone 707-576-5116 or 707-576-5268 


CITY OF 


Page Two 

Church Of One Tree 
Monthly Report 

May 18, 1990 


currently has hired Don Wimmer, a free-lance artist, to continue 
the daily cartoon. 

Tom Taniguchi and Tom Kint met with me concerning the Church of One 
Tree upkeep with.regards to exterior paint. Touch-up paint has 
been provided for exterior work. it will be gradually applied 
to needed areas throughout the season at no additional cost to 
the city. Eventually the city will have to re-paint the entire 
structure. Caulking and painting will be applied by the curator 
during the summer months. Front doors and side doors have already 
been repainted. 3 


John Kinsley Woods visited the museum this. week. His grandfather 

^ aS -.o^n person responsible for cutting the tree down in Guerneville 
m 1873. He currently lives in Napa. 


Kay Voliva wrote a history concerning the Hudson family in The Luther 
Burbank Home and Garden newsletter. The brother of the Hudsons who 
helped build the Church Of One Tree used to ride with John Fremont 
and Kit Carson in the ancient days. 


On June 23, 1990 we will have an open house to the public some 
refreshments will be served. Donations will be taken if offered 
but the day will be free from 11 to 3 P.M. as written in the 
past newsletter. A flyer will be made up this week to explain detail-. 
The travel film of Bob Ripley will be provided for viewing. 


The receipts and statistics for this month are as follows: 

April 19- May 17, 1990 21 Days 

oix Groups= 146 people 
258 Adults 

10 Under six years 
39 Children 
81 Seniors 


Totals 
534 people 
$413.80 

$19.70 average per day 
25 people per day 


March 1, 1990- May 18, 1990 
YEARLY TOTALS 55 DAYS . 

$1201.05 
1364 people 

Average$21.83 

24.8 people per day 


RECREATION AND PARKS DEPARTMENT 
Recreation Division 415 Steele lano Santa Rosa California 95403 
Telephone 707-576-5116 or 707-576-5268 




June 25, 1990 


CHURCH OF ONE TREE 
RIPLEY MEMORIAL 
MONTHLY REPORT 


on e june r ?5 °fqqn e - Tre h- h K d 7 ? successful °P en house celebration 
on June 23, 1990 in which 73 people attended the festivities. 

This was our first open house and it should be noted that over 

rtf^o WaS • COl ^ e K ted 1 f r0m donation «- The film and new exhibits 

rhi°fi d by a J 1 ' H °P efull y our publicity in the local papers 
plus the flyers about the event brought the crowd. Next year 
we hope to have more than one hundred attend. 7 

°f. Santa Rosa won the raffle prize which was a beautiful 

ba " d ^ d f H S ^ ln PJ llow - She was delighted. The refreshments 
consisted of cookios and lemonade. 

The Church was painted on the inside last week. It was in need 

J he " hite interi » r »«= touched ip ^ viiun^er 
effort . Ihe outside touch-up work will proceed throughout the 
summer mouths when we hove the time. This will not bf e , 
expense to the city. 

Letters and brochures will be sent to organizations, school, and 
travel groups during the next months to encourage future visits 
We have our best days when groups are scheduled" We have a Jo?al 
25 O roups this yaar - Hopefully more will visit us in the future 
Guests this month have come from as far away as China and 
Czechoslovakia and as close as next door. 

The statistics for this year and this month are as follows: 


^totaTof $1 216 9 65 thr ° U " h ^ inclucHn " Mn y 18 > 1990 we took in 


O Ji /■ 


From May 19- June 25 and including June 25 we received $732.75. 

Total for the year 1990= $1949.40 /9 - r„ e 2 s /? ?° 

25 Groups(351 people) 

1198 Adults 
227 Youth 
330 Seniors 
95 Under 6 years 


¥ i> o 
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2201 Total People including tho Open House when admission was free 

84 days of operation in 1990 averages- 26 people per day 

$23.21 per day 


Sincerely, 


/ 

/ 

/ ... 


John Haclcu 
Curator 




June 25, 1990 


Dear Marven and Ebble: 

n ^hank you for visiting The Church of One Tree during our first 
Open House festivities. It is always a joy to see you. We had 

0Ver MSr Pe ° Ple v a i te u d and h °P efull y it will be larger next year, 
fhniioh? ? ff ked about Ripley’s educational background and I 
thought, at this elaborate concerning the particulars 

Miss Frances 0 Mera (who taught here for 50 years) was his 10th 
Mm d fo En f llSh teacher who al lowed him to draw in class. She taught 

q"t schoo a ra?te n r te ?^ e t Under the drawin * s for En S lish credit. Se* 
h riSl f f f f year 0 earn mone V for the family due to 
A® f e p ath of father. He was a semi-pro ball player here in 

due t to R a S Lf nd later . made the big league teams in New York but quit 
due to a severe arm injury. Ruben Goldberg tutored him in drawing 
cartoonist is the one who the famed Reuben Award is named 

Chiles Schul Z 81 who-° n f e t0 h0n ° r the beSt cartoon illustrator. 

Tt- n! h 1 i’qS flrSt cartoon appeared in a Ripley’s Believe 
It Or Not in 1937 won this award in 1955. Ripley took reporting 
lessons from Walter Winchell. He also was one of the firs^peonfe 
° feat JJ re E ^ c Severied on his early radio shows from Paris ? 

obert Ripley took lessons from many others in the field of 
reporting, illustrating, radio, and television. Ms radio coart 
Doug Storer was instrumental in providing him technical and other 

illusrtiortTare'erK 0 " adVlCe ’ <Ihere are "’ an7 ° therS al °" 8 hiS 
T ,? n Ma ^ 29 » ^39 he was given an honorary degree . The Doctor 

pJesident S B?hh ree J r0m . Mdaso ^i Valley College was presented by 
President Bibb m Marshall, Missouri for "distinquished record in 

followed*^*? kn0w f ed8e through his cartoons". Later other universities 
followed with similar presentations. ' 

p Mrl rJJh 8h h Ul S 5 e n0ted t] ^ at Ri P le y' s head researcher was Norbert 
earlroth who had a team of librarians that were very educated 

L b ° pe th ^ S provides some insight into the life of one of Santa Rosa's 
famous citizens. During the ten months at The Church of One Tree 
many more details have been brought to my attention. It is my hope 
to preserve the memory of Bob in. a good light. He was always 
welcome here in Santa Rosa and at his childhood church. He^eceived 
the keys to the city on a visit here in 1932. 

Thank you again for your visit. 


Sincerely, 



John R. Hacku 


$ 
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Church of One Tree 
Ripley Memorial Museum 
492 Sonoma Ave. 

Santa Rosa, CA. 95402 


Mrs Carolynne Price Keeling 
15837 81st St. East 
Puyallup, Washington 
93872 


Thank you for your visit here to Santa Rosa. It was a joy 
to talk with you and share the history of this historic site. 

The picture that you donated is on display and everyone is 
delighted with the extra information you provided. Hopefully 
you can visit some time soon, again. It is important to 
expand the church history inside the museum. The interest in 
historic fact concerning this building is growing. 

Your information concerning the hedging and the lawn was delightful. 
I relate to tourists the story concerning the sign "God is Love" 
which was stenciled on the back wall during the 1920's. 

You are always welcome here . Thank you again. 


Sincerely, 



John R. Hacku 
Curator 


RECREATION AND PARKS DEPARTMENT 
Recreation Division 415 Steelo Lane Santa Rosa California 95403 
Telephone 707-576-5116 or 707-576-5268 
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CITY OF 


May 18, 1990 


Ripley's 

Believe It Or Not 
Memorial Museum 
Church of One Tree 
492 Sonoma Ave. 
Santa Rosa, CA. 
95402 


Edward Meyers 
Ripley's 

Believe It Or Not ! 
Executive Offices 
90 Eglinton Ave. East 
Suite 510 
Totonto, Ontario, 
Canada, M4p 2Y3 


Dear Edward: 


Thank you for your prompt and wonderful reply of April 25, 1990. 

The videotape is a huge success with our visitors. The explanation 
oi the Ripley cartoon was forwarded to the seaman who requested it. 


If I can ever be of service to you, do not hesitate to contact me. 
I also would like to thank Kim Birch who helped in recovering the 
answers to questions asked. 

Sincerely, 

Church of One Tree 
Ripley's Memorial Museum 



John R. Hacku 
Curator 


RECREATION AND PARKS DEPARTMENT 
Recreation Division 415 Steele Lane Santa Rosa California 95403 
Telephone 707-576-5116 or 707-576-5268 
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August 10, 1990 

Church of One Tree 
Ripley's Memorial Museum 
492 Sonoma Ave. 

Santa Rosa, CA. 95402 


Mr. Walt Wiley 
The Sacramento Bee 
2100 Q Street 
P.0. Box 15779 
Sacramento, CA. 95852 


) 


Dear Mr. Wiley: 

I wish to thank you for your interest in the life of Robert 
Ripley and "The Church of One Tree". It was good to see and 
speak with you yesterday. Despite frequent interruptions 
from visiting touristswe were able to share some insights to 
Robert Ripley and his favorite church. 

I look forward to reading the article you have planned and 
wish you the best of luck in the future. If you are in need of 
any further information please do not hesitate to call the 
museum between Wednesday and Sunday 11-4 P.M. 


Thank you again for your time and your interest. Please visit 
us .in the future if you are in the area. 


Sincerely, 



John R. Hacku 
Curator 
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August 10, 1990 
Church of One Tree 
492 Sonoma Ave. 

Santa Rosa, CA. 95402 


Mr. & Mrs. R.J. Becker 
9103 Trentham Court 
Louiseville, KY. 
40242-3346 


Thank you for the informative letter dated July 31, 1990. 

The church was moved to this site in 1957. Half of the building 
was not saved. The main portion of the Church was assembled 
and opened to the public as a museum in 1972. There is a small 
display of church history plus a display on Bob Ripley who 
attended this church as a boy. His mom went here regularly. 

Bob Ripley, creator of "Believe It Or Not" was born in Santa Rosa 
and grew up here. 

Here is some of the information you requested. I hope that you 
will be able to visit us in the future. I look forward to 
speaking with you. May you be in good health and prosper. 

The church was painted red years ago so the postcard depicts 
how it looks today. There may be future renovation plans 
to restore it to what it once was. 

It is always good to here historical news concerning this 
historic building. Thank you for the memories. 


Sincerely, 



John R. Hacku 
Curator 












RIPLEY MEMORIAL MUSEUM 
CHURCH OF ONE TREE 
JULY MONTHLY REPORT 


JULY 22, 1990 


The statistic 3 since the museum opened this March l, 1990 are 
as follows. Promotion and historical up-dating are continuing 


MARCH 1990 (23days) 


Adults 260 
Seniors 105 
Youth 43 
Under(6) 23 
Groups 35 


(2 groups) 


Total 472 people 
APRIL 1990 (21days) 


Adults 
Youth 
Seniors 
Under(6) 
Groups 


321 

64 

76 

28 

160 


Total 640 people 


(7 groups) 


MARCH 

Admissions 

Sales 

Donations 


Total 


APRIL 

Admissions 

Sales 

Donations 


Total 


$384.25 

15.25 

15.35 


T414.85 


$4 74 
26.25 
9.25 


$509.50 


MAY 1990 (22days) 


Adults 281 
Youth 56 
Seniors 97 
Under(6)24 

Groups 161 (7 groups) 
Total 619 people 

JUNE 1990 (22days) 


Adults 422 (60 for Open House) 
Seniors 77 

Youth 88 (14 for Open House) 
Under(6)21 

Groups 1 76 (10 groups) 

Total 784peo pie 


MAY 

Admissions $461.75 
Sales 36.00 

Donations 10.80 

Total $508.55 


JUNE 

Admissions $568.75 
Sales 37.75 
Donations 34.00 
Total $¥4117511 


JULY 1-22, 1990 (16days) 

Adults 299 
Seniors 136 
Youth 81 
Under(6)31 

Groups 49 _(5 groups) 

Total 59l people 


JULY 

Admissions $465.50 
Sales 31.75 

Donations 14.87 
T^uTT $512.12 

$ 2585.52 


Year To Date 3111 people 
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This month The Church of One Tree was mentioned on the morning 
show,KNRB t with Pat and Mike. The Sacramento Bee sent a reporter 
to examine Santa Rosa history and Carol Myers from the San 
Francisco Chronicle was by to do an article for October in her 
travel column. The people who visited August 17, 18, and 19 
explained that some woman had called the K.NBR morning show 
to give us free publicity. Thank you lady... whoever you are? 

Mr. Wiley arrived this week to do an article in the Sacramento Bee. 

That article should be in the paper any day now. 

We set up a display at the Coddingtown Shopping Mall at their request 
lot. Llieit annual Kid's Day on August 18. A Ripley Video was 
displayed and information was handed out to all who passed bye. 

The museum now has a phonemote portable phone recorder to better 

assist the person who is on duty. This and the television are 

provided by the curator until the end of this season. The portable 

phone and answering machine is a necessity to any museum. The 

video of Bob Ripley's travels is shown daily and is a big hit 

with the tourists. The figures for this month (20 days) are as follow: 


Adults 417 

Seniors 97 

Youth 118 

Child 41 

Groups 1 (50 people) Two Japanese Student Groups and one 

large family group of 8 people. 

Total 723 people 

Admissions $574.25 
Sales 52.25 

Dona Lions 2 7.50 


Totals $654 Yearly Total $3239.52 

) Total People 3834 people 


Sincerely, 

RECRFATIGN AND PARKS DEPARTMENT J ° hn R ' Hacku (Curator) 
Recreation Division 415 Steele Lane Santo Rosa California 354(13 
Telephone 707 576 5116 or 707 576 5268 
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AUGUST MONTHLY REPORT 
CHURCH OF ONE TREE 


August 1990 


This month The Church of One Tree was mentioned on the morning 
show ( KNRB, wi th Pat and Mike. The Sacramento Bee sent a reporter 
to examine Santa Rosa history and Carol Myers from the San 
Francisco Chronicle was by to do an article for October in her 
travel column. The people who visited August 17, 18, and 19, 
explained that some woman had called the KNBR morning show 
to give us free publicity. Thank you lady...whoever you are? 

Mr. Wiley arrived this week to do an article in the Sacramento Bee. 
That article should be in the paper any day now. 

We set up a display at the Coddingtown Shopping Mall at their request 
for their annual Kid's Day on August 18. A Ripley Video was 
displayed and information was handed out to all who passed bye. 

The museum now has a phonemate portable phone recorder to better 
assist the person who is on duty. This and the television are 
provided by the curator until the end of this season. The portable 
phone and answering machine is a necessity to any museum. The 
video of Bob Ripley's travels is shown daily and is a big hit 
with the tourists. The figures for this month (20 days) are as follow 


Adults 417 

Seniors 97 

Youth 118 

Child 41 

Groups 3 (50 people) 


Total 723 people 


Two Japanese Student Groups and one 
large family group of 8 people. 


Admissions $574.25 
Sales 52.25 
Dona tions 27.50 


Totals $654 Yearly Total $3239.52 

Total People 3834 people 


Sincerely, 


RECREATION AND PARKS DEPARTMENT 


John R. Hacku (Curator) 
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Hi Folks: 


CITY OF 


August 19, 1990 


Church Of One Tree 

Corrections July 27, 29 & August 12, 1990 


hesitate^rcau ^ y ,f U fJ her quest i on m this matter please do not 


) 


The museum is open until October 
to open again on March 1, 1991 1 . 


21, 1990 and is 


scheduled 


Sincerely, 



John R. Hueku 


RECREATION AND PARKS DEPARTMENT 
Recieuliun Division 415 Slculu bum S;ml;i Rosa California 55403 
Telephone 707 576-5116 or 707-576-5268 
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August 30, 1990 


Luther: Burbank Home & Gardens 

P.O. Box 1678 

Santa Rosa, CA. 95402 


H i F o 1 k s , 

The Church of One Tree would like to thank you for your help 
in making this season the best ever. The constant flow of people 
from the Burbank Home to the Church of One Tree and vice versa has 
been a benefit to the city of Santa Rosa. It is our hope to 
continue this season suggesting our museums to tourists. Our 
season closes this year October 21. We hope to open next season 
on March 1, 1991. Our hours are 11-4 P.M. Wednesday through Sunday. 

. Here are two articles that appeared recently in the California 

) papers. It also appeared in the San Diego Tribune and the San 

Jose Mercury News. It is good publicity for us. There are a 
few errors in the s tory, "Believe It Or Not'.' 

The certainty of the Ripley birthdate can never be known however 
there are dates from 1890-1894 that are printed as fact. His 
official death date is May 26 or 27th(not 22)as stated in the article. 
He was buried here in Santa Rosa on June 4, 1949. The State 
Assembly -of California adjourned early in his honor on June 3, 1949. 

He first worked for the San Francisco Bulletin not the Examiner 
when he got his first newspaper job. It was the New York Globe 
not the Rost which printed his first "Believe It Or Not” column 
on December 1%, 191$. He originally wanted to call it "Champs 
and Chumps" but an editor had hi in change the title. He went back 
to his office and came up with the now famous "Believe It Or Not". 

Ripley went to the old church when he was a child and wished to 
buy it in 1941. and 1947. His dad is said to have helped in the 
construction of this old church as stated in a Gaye LeBaron 
article in 1979. He was awestruck when he met Jack London here 
in Santa Rosa. It was London's influence that gave him the 
travel waunderlust."Believe It Or Not". 

Finally I moved to Santa Rosa in 1982 after working in San Francisco 
) ar >d Oakland. I first arrived in California in 1972 but returned 

to New England several times before settling permanently in 1979. 

In appreciation to Luther Burbank volunteers the museum will be 

RECREATION AND PARKS DEPARTMENT 
Recreation Division 415 Steeie Lane Santa Rosa California 95403 
Telephone 707 576 5116 or 707 57G 52G0 




page 2 


open tree of charge Co you Chese last few weeks. Bring your 
identification badge and you will be admitted to the museum, 
ihis offer is good until October 21, 1990. 

We ha\/e some old film clips of the Ripley travels plus an 
oddity film which can be seen if requested. Old scrap books 
provided by Ripley International can also be looked through 
it you so desire. So come see the Church of One Tree. 

Thank you again for your help this season and see you all soon 


Sincerely, 



John Hacku 

Curator & fellow Burbankian 


P ' S * uLu^W^on^T.n 3 " 6 C ° pieS fr0m the Sacramento Bee 
26^1990) 7,1 j '° and ih ® IUrln inde P eilcJ ent Journal (Augus t 


) 
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August 31, 1990 


Recreation & Parks Department 
415 Steele Lane 
Santa Rosa, CA. 95403 


Hi Folks, 


) 


) 


T hese are two copies of articles we had in the California papers 
this month Walt Wiley wrote the piece for the Sacramento Bee. 

He is a staff writer for the news service. 

There area few minor errors in the story which I should mention. 

The article gives us good publicity and is basically sound. However 

iihTTAhirt ••R le i NCW Y “ rk Globe > »ot the Post, that Ripley first 
fo hP L f ieve 11 2 r 1 ? ot . on December 19, 1918. He also worked 

nor r FranC1S ^ Bulletin when he first worked in San Francisco 

rho no? Examiner. The Examiner later hired him after the fame of 
the column. Bob s official death is either May 26 or 27 not the 
ZZnd as the article states, Believe It Or Not. 

This article also appeared in the San Jose Mercury News and the 
San Diego Tribune. Visitors have mentioned other papers as well. 

We will have a travel write up in the Chronicle October 6, 1990. 

Carol Meyers will do a piece from our brochure. She called 
recently to ask for up dated information. 

Finally^ the article in the Marin Independent Journal is also enclosed 
i have jeen a resident of Santa Rosa since 1981. I moved to 
California in 1972 but returned to New England several times to 

Connecticut^^ SCh ° o1 teacher a t Lyman Hall High in Wallingford, 

We are in the final 38 days of our season. I would like to personally 
than* all the office staff who were so helpful during the year. 

I appreciate their support and help. Thank you. 

If you wish to visit the Church of One Tree before the end of the 
season please identify yourself and you will be admitted free of 
charge. ihis offer is good until October 21, 1990. Check with 
obert Young in the Recreation Office for directions and procedures. 

Sincerely, 

RECREATION ANO PARKS DEPARTMENT 
Recreation Division 415 Steele Lane Santa Rosa California 95403 

Tolophono 707-576-5116 or 707 576-5268 John Hacku 

Cura tor 





September 22, 1990 


Monthly Report 
Church of One Tree 
Ripley Memorial Museum 
August 21- September 20^ 1990 


one ri tree aS S“ lcl f l!r “ the Julli « d p ^rk and 

with a picture"? lh. LTet tro. tJlutsiiri^ ^ ^ 

station recentiy. Our season ends October 
statistics for this time period including 


of Bob Ripley on a PBS 
21, 1990. Here are the 
September 20, 1990. 


Adults 
Youth 
Seniors 
Groups 
Under 8 


433 
52 
101 
59 
2 9 


yrp/3 *?<*'?* 

Y 50% p tep^C 


i 


(4 groups) 


Total 674 people 


Admissions $571.75 
Donations $ 34.73 
Sales $ 42.70 


Total $649.18 


Sincerely, 



John R. Hacku 
Curator 




Saturday, August 25, 1990 a San Jose M ercury News 

-I1IM1I! State News r" 




•: £As a matter of 
fact, Robert Ripley 
.... himself attended 
church here when 
this was Santa 
' Rosa's Baptist 
Church. Believe it 
or not. ? 

— John Hacku 





McClfttchy News Service 

SANTA ROSA — John Hacku wasn’t 
born in Santa Rosa, and he never thought 
much about Robert Ripley of "Believe it 
or Not" fame before. 

But now that he is Santa Rosa’s keeper 
of the Robert Ripley flame, “Believe it 
or not" has become his byword. 

There are Ripley museums in major 
cities around the world, but Hacku be¬ 
lieves his Ripley museum, tucked away 
in a comer of Juilliard Park on the edge 
of downtown Santa Rosa, needn’t take a 
b..ck seat to anyone’s. 

hot 1 one thing, it is Ripicy’s home¬ 
town’s own monument to him, and it 
surely is the only Ripley museum lodged 
in a building Ripley himself drew and 
mentioned as a world-class oddity in his 
popular newspaper feature. , 

"As a matter of fact, Robert Ripley 
himself attended church here when this 
\ Santa Rosa’s Baptist Church, iie- 
) licvo it or not,” Hacku said the other day 
I as he showed off the tidy little city- 
I owned museum of which ho is the part- 
time curator and its only paid employee. 

"And of course, you know, this is the 
famous church Ripley wrote about, the 
• Church of One Tree. All the boards that 
went into this church’s construction 
came from a single redwood tree felled 





Jeff Kan Le — Santa ftoju Prcui Dcmucnit 


ne Tree Church in Santa Rosa is now a Ripley Museum 


near Guemeville. Believe it or not.” 

Hacku, 43, a Connecticut native and 
20-year resident of Sant.; Rosa, is a trav¬ 
el guide ar;d teacher when lie isn’t work¬ 
ing at the museum. He admitted the 
phrase, "Believe it or not," has become a 
major part of his speech since he signal 
on at the museum earlier this year after 
serving as a part-time volunteer for sev¬ 
eral years. 

, "^’ 3 j«st that everything you say 
aooul this man’s life is so incredible you 
have to add that to the end of whatever 
you say. I don’t know it’s true. I behave 
its true. You can believe it or not ” 
Ripley was bom in Santa Rosa in 1891, 
1893, 1894 or 1895, according to which 
account is believed (or not), and he died 
in New York, officially on May 22,1949, 
although there are variations on that 


date as well, Hacku said. 

As a schoolboy, Ripley showed prom¬ 
ise as a cartoonist and was encouraged 
by his teachers. He went on to draw 
sports cartoons — first for a load news¬ 
paper, then for the San Francisco Ex¬ 
aminer, and then for the New York Post. 

It was while Ripley was at the Post 
that ho camo up with tho Idea for hLs 
famous cartoon. The Post published the 
first Believe It or Not on Doc. 19, 1918. 
and the series continues today, drawn by 
anonymous artists still under Ripley’s 
name, appearing in 359 newspapers. 

IF YOU’RE INTERESTED 

Tho Santa Rosa Ripley Museum, 492 Sono- 
nia Avo., is open 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednos- 
days through Sundays from March through 
tho third week In October. 
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, . u , , • ‘ , Sae/Walt Wiley B 

jonn Macku is curatof of Santa Rosa s Ripley museum, a monument to a local boy who gained fame, p 

Believe it or not, Ripley went 
to church in his own museum 


SANTA ROSA - John Kacku 
wasn’t bom in Santa Rosa, and he 
never thought much about Robert 
Ripley of “Believe it or Not" fame be* 
fore, but now that he is Santa Rosa's 
keeper of the Robert Ripley flame, 
“Believe it or Not" has become his 
byword. 

There are Ripley museums in ma* 
jor cities around the world, but 
Hacku believes his Ripley museum, 
tucked away here beneath the trees 
in a comer of Juilliard Park on the 
edge of downtown, is a Ripley muse* 
um that needn't take a back seat to 
anyone's. 

For one thing, it is Ripley's home 
town's own monument to him and it 
surely is the only Ripley museum 
lodged in a building Ripley himself 
drew and mentioned as a world-class 
oddity in his newspaper feature. 

"As a matter of fact, Robert Ripley 
himself attended church here when 
this was Santa Rosa's Baptist 
Church. “Believe it or not," Hacku 
said the other day as he showed off 
the tidy, little, city-owned museum of 
which he is the part-time curator and 
only paid employee. 

“And of course, you know, this is 
the famous church Ripley wrote 
about, the Church of One Tree. All 
the boards that went Into this 
church’s construction came from a 
single redwood tree felled near 
Guerneville. Believe it or not." 

Hacku. 43. a Connecticut native 
and 20-year resident of Santa Rosa, a 
travel guide and teacher when he 


Roads West 

By Walt Wiley 

isn’t working at the museum, admit¬ 
ted the phrase, “Believe it or not," has 
become a major part of his speech 
since he signed on at the museum 
earlier this year after serving as a vol¬ 
unteer for several years. 

“It's lust that everything you say 
about this man’s-life is so incredible 
you have to add that to the end of 
whatever you say. I don't know it’s 
true. I believe it's true. You can be¬ 
lieve it or not." 

As Hacku spoke, he was standing 
among an array of display cases and 
exhibits from Ripley's life: a giant 
rhinoceros horn, blowups of Believe 
it or Not panels, documents, personal 
items, photographs, a full-size wax 
likeness of Ripley seated at his desk. 

Ripley was bom in Santa Rosa in 
1891,. 1893. 1894 or 1895, according 
to which account is believed or not, 
and he died in New York, officially 
on May 22. 1949, althoygh there are 
variations on that as well. Hacku 
said. 

Ripley, the Santa Rosa schoolboy, 
showed promise as a cartoonist, and 
he went on to draw sports cartoons, 
first for a local newspaper, then the 
San Francisco Examiner, then the 
New York Post. 

ft was while he was at the Post that 
he came up with the idea for the “Be¬ 
lieve it or Not" cartoon panel. The 


Post published the first of the series 
on Dec. 19,1918, and it continues to¬ 
day, drawn by anonymous artists Still 
under Ripley's name, appearing in 
350 newspapers. 

Once the distinctive feature caught 
on, Ripley was away for 30 years of 
almost non-stop travel, visiting 196 
countries and amassing a huge col¬ 
lection of oddities and art as welt as 
an almost inexhaustible supply of 
weird facts. 

Hacku flipped on a videotape of 
old Ripley travel films. There parad¬ 
ing across the screen in flickering 
black-and-white to the accompani¬ 
ment of a booming-voiced newsreel 
announcer was one oddity after an¬ 
other that Ripley had uncovered in 
his travels. 

There was an African woman 
wearing earrings that weighed 10 
pounds, a South Pacific man with his 
teeth ail filed to points, a convict in 
some faraway land whose sentence 
was to walk about the streets chained 
to a huge cross. There was even a re¬ 
port from Hell, which turns out to be 
a small town in Norway. 

“Some of this might seem a little 
commonplace to us today," said 
Hacku. “But remember, in most 
cases Ripley was bringing these 
things to the American public for the 
first time.” 

' The Santa Rosa Ripley Museum. 
IZi Sonoma Ave.. is open 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Wednesdays through Sun¬ 
days from March through the third 
week in October. 


.. J __ 








John R. Hacku 
Curator 

Ripley Memorial Museum 
Church of One Tree 
492 Sonoma Ave. 

Santa Rosa, CA. 95401 


The Community Calendar 
427 Mendocino Ave. 
Santa Rosa, CA.95401 


Hi Folks, 

*** The Church of 0ne Tree- Robert Ripley Museum, tours 11A.M. 
to 4 P.M. Wednesday through Sunday with exhibit "The Robert 

Ripley Prints" featuring historic drawings and prints of Bob 

Ripley of "Believe It or Not" fame plus histoic books and 

photos. Santa Rosa/ 492 Sonoma Ave. Exhibit through October 22. 

Information:576-5233. ### 


K as u 0rn Santa Rosa and his Dad helped build 
this historic church in 1873. Please see that this message is 

in^ilv in T ^° Ur cale " dar - We will have a film soon to show 
fllo J y ‘ If you c ° uld run this announcement weekly throughout 

be 8reatly wreclated - 1 « ««=!.;iJnf out 


Sincerely, 


John R. Hacku 
Curator 
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CITY OF 


October 18, 1990 


Elizabeth Salmon 
Marketing Director 
Bay Food 
P.O. Box 9877 
Berkeley, CA. 

94709 


Dear Elizabeth Salmon: 

r e c e i v p M C f t n 1 ? r ° ° '! oneh8 8tnco 0l,r discussion and I only now have 
received final word concerning advertising in you splendid pa D er 

ihe demographics oi our business indicates that our clients are 
from out of state, Santa Rosa residents, or people visiting from 
another country. Your idea for Sonoma county is excelled It 
thxs particular time ue have decided not to advertise In^ur paper. 

We receive nuntourous requests and believe that there is a definifp 

to'a5ve b ;t r LLThere°aJ 3 ^he rr ci:;Jch t o h | OneTee” £as ^rned‘So ™*”'' 3 
your suggestion to advertise at this time. 

HpL^ eaSOt J C J 0ses in a few more da y s and it still has not been 
termined if we are to have another season in March,( 1991 ). 


Sincerely, 


) 


John R. Hacku 
Curator 


RECREATION AND PARKS DEPARTMENT 
Recreation Division 415 Steel* Lens Santa Rosa California 85403 
Telephone 707-576-5116 or 707-576-5268 
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CHURCH OF ONE TREE 
RIPLEY MEMORIAL MUSEUM 
MONTHLY REPORT- OCTOBER 


October 22, 1990 


pr e viou s °y ea r s % t ° t he Church "on entree'* 

can be attributed to the people oft - rV The , success of the season 
who helped throughout the year it could^ !”? Rec ^ caLion Department 
without the help of those people who ri , have been accomplished 

ROSa of rose. Pe 0 ?i! a %r y 0 .i l e C a % 1 S"Jd y S *"“ 

Etl Myers from "Believe It Or Nm» »• . . 

someone from the City of Santa Bn*-. 1 ? Gy S bnterna tional is expecting 
Ontario Canada to settL tSe co«»ct .fn?'"' J 1S off >« in To-ronto? 

The contract is up for renewal t(J« r f lpley has with the city. 

90 Eglinton Avenue East Suite Sin J rUary - The office s are at 
The phone number is 1-416-489-4666°' Ontario M4P 2Y3. 

Kim Birch have been very helnful Q Edward M y ers and his secretary 
concernins any trivia J Jf™ ln sup P lyi "« information 

or Not is a division of Ji m Pattison T nHn«T ^■ Rlpley ' s Believe It 

recent ly opened a new museum in California whi^h^* 7 Rlpley Internationa 
(of the earthquake Oakland 880 V h * ch dlRplays B "ok Helms"s 

Park facility had a write-up in Jhfp 3 f ° r exhib it. The Buena 

the Church of One Tree thinking that the C ' S ° me people visited 
here in Santa Rosa. * the smashed car was displayed 

been weeded and trimmed°a£d the^Jaf f i t i r ° Se ^ arden has 

grounds. The flagpole area i Af, *? as been removed from the 

Park workers explained that t n" kI ] ° n W1 ' rh ^^.i. 

Garden Club has set January 19 1991 L the" I °?** ° f next> The Men ’ s 

rose garden and place a dormant , L n date to °P enI y trim the 
explained that an experimental sp^v^ h ^ r ° 8e !!* Dan Neff recently 
I ho Carden Club was relieved when US< | d , ln the rose Karden. 

in charge of the Juilliard Park Rn<*a r a ' 0 vt> r( -’d that the city was 
suffered illness and setbacks thil LJ * Y meR,bers have 

at 9:30 is the date of the public nljfhf SU[ni jer.^ January 19, 1991 
Park Department. This has been mentioned Jo JaVlfeff • s^mJe" 

individually or wi th^group ^The^u^ this year either 

record. Lincoln School ’and The BurbankTh I®!!^ $4AA9 - 20 a new 

" p fop nei<t season's tour season Tho\'in 1° r 311 ready si S" ed 

S1K " ed UP t0r “• th. 11 nn 1 figures ^tb 1 ? ^ZnT ar , : 


Adults 387 
Youth 24 
Seniors 93 


Under 8 
C r o u p s 3 


31 

58 People 


total 593 people 
$554.50 


RECREATION AND PARKS DEPARTMENT 
Recreation Division 415 Steele Lane Santa Rosa California 954C3 
Telephone 707 576-511G or 707 576 5288 
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October 11 , 1990 
Church of One Tree 
492 Sonoma Ave. 

Santa Rosa, CA. 95401 


Arthur Penn 

5613 University Way N.E. //C 
Seattle, Washington 98105 

Dear Mr. Penn: 



nth the carpentry work on K -i J en re 

church until her death in 1915 “slplev i^th 13 " 10ther atte " dad this 
Or hint" Mrtnnn-- - . - Kl Pley is the creator of "Believe It 


er helped 



klplcy had many birthdatP 1 ? ati «.u 

gravesite lists 1890 and so did\h5 r ^ h ?f tes are offic ial. The 

and the federal government records alsJ lis ?^ 63 Cen ® us - The city 
known to his friends as Rnv ^ J also list various dates. Rip 
n --- ® naS 33 Roy or Rl P celebrated his birthday on 

'hpr n O r n 4 ~ _ __ , _ J 


Lven the keys to' Ih^ci tTnfV*! X ° rK cit y* R ipley 
.liege degree from Iowa Valley^one^ij" J” 2 ; He als ° aa ™= d 
the newspapers. He was one of the hi°h«? J hl3 daily work in 
and received many invitations fmm 1 ° he ® t P aicl speakers of his day 

acre information do™t hes??»ff r ar ° Und the world * If you wish 

located in Toronto, Ontario Canada C "!p t ? Ct th ? Execu tive Offices 
throughout the world. ’ e ^ leve It Or Not"has museums 


Sincerely, 

ft., 



Ripley was first greatly 
here in Santa Rosa early 


Cohn R. Hacleu 
Curator 


influenced by a 
in his life.' 


meeting with Jack 


London 
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CHURCH OF ONE TREE 
RIPLEY MEMORIAL MUSEUM 
MONTHLY REPORT- OCTOBER 


October 22, 1990 


^vp o ;^r at to t L c ^L h on „^: y t ^ h ^s: l .i*^i: e s? n ; h r c " dln * 

l h 0°'° nCr t aC \ iS UP f0r «nS«r?M3 C Feb S r :« ceS e are ty a t 
yO Eglinton Avenue East qio 1 i UiULes are at 

iiw,,. _ l _ _ , . f , ouite 510, Toronto, Ontario M4P ?yr 

sjee rsri rsHi- 

nb^ e •“ -uii&'.r’iS :z?&? B ^ k ^:f s 
SlHii £**« ».W 3 S> LTaM.a— 

S:s3? d: l h ;4“|!S- i0 “ s ----- b :s; 

n;rxf? h :^F ei T<“™r »”=y»" Jho ?o»«? °K n nl j.j? 1 ; a “ e tly 

IS%^ 

indiv?duanv°„ f r a inh R a eS s "„ e "l ,h r«Y* h the •«??» ‘M- Year either 

;^?o^ne“ n 3:]"„^S 0 ?o U r n sJ B on D '' r £V CB “ 0l c ka ^ '"''“S'™** 


Adults 387 
Youth 24 
Seniors 93 


Under 8 
Groups.3 


31 

58 People 


Total 593 people 
$554,50 


RECREATION AND PARKS DEPARTMENT 
Recreation Division 415 Steele Lane Santa Rosa California 95403 
Telephone 707 578-5116 or 707 576-5268 
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March Newsletter 


to $1.50 and the price"?? chnd?en - TadSss'ion^n^e " 75 ^. b %^ aSed 

in the roJf ^/th/h 6 -?^ Se J Son bave been ordered and old lights 
fro?? rSS fhffh ■ k ^ dlng bave been re P laced with new ones. A new 
of B b ?mm h if badl J ? eeded is a lso on order thanks to the efforts 

iuima e rd d p ri k" S l th i 

thanka to 

in fronc^of°the *Burbank slZ^tLn™! be ofVd 10:0 ° A ' M ' 

g s";iKr?vr" ^“ n?'« l“aFSl 1 -— 

34S*“- 

This is a rewarding educational service provided by thecit! nf 

l-ollo^tl eo "t «•-•* --- S. ' 

-vie regarding^the &J.J ^$1 * , - 

l/fhe year ^ogresses" "antalo 8 tHiS £ r 0 J ec ‘ Bl11 be communicated 
Bob Ripley made to the'world with t'o^Not" 'cartoon 
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CITY OF 


CHURCH OF ONE TREE 
NEWSLETTER 


The rSny C 5arSpe„ f i °g e bJourt? f T?L lt ' S f 0 " 3 ° n March 1 ' 1991 • 

officers who patrol the park claim th*?^ 6 ° U £ museum * Police 

aad sunny days of Pa^uary there "era touMstf ”” 

We are off to our best S e«!n fn ?? tourists at our doors. 

days of statistics indicate Ypc VS v S !} rS aS C !? e first fifteen 

visitors thus far That to " ^ es > we ^ a d a total of 327 paid 
during our nor.aliy^Uww^H^rSf^h' " 2 P#r day 

one 5' M !U h 14 sna PP ed the top branches of 

Part? The ma er the C ? urah ” Milliard 

deaned u P Thanh yoY^r'eMion'e^P “h HS&U*" 

mr/s^dYYYYaYY the sui y &<o.. l0 

glass in our building He is ntr^'^hi 11318 ^ t0 the the stai nned 

ChaP 1art hi C C o h he“n a ? d ?^* d S ‘" fMd 

in wiYaV cartoonist “from C H r ° f Cartoo " lata > Stopped 

original self cartcaYeof Sob * L ?K , Mark Y an 
exist) in his collection here in slntl Rosa X kn °" t0 

museums? “ Y YuYen “YS Y Y'Y Y 0penin 8 ° f t »° 

net, book about Riple? is dueY? sMeti^ ?hjfyear^” 3 ' Ihe • 

Tne total breakdown for this first 15 days is as follows. 

March 1-21, 1991 (15 days) 

GROUPS (4) 

1-3. Three groups from Canine Companions 
v 4 - Creative Living Class 


Adults 

180 

Youth 

41 

Seniors 

23 

Child 

44 

Gtoud if 

55 (4 Grn 


343 people 


Admissions $353.50 
Sales 24.30 
Donations 7.80 


Total $390.60 


RECREATION ANO PARKS DEPARTMENT 
Recroation Division 415 Sfeefa Lane Santa Rom California 9S4Q3 
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’+92 Sonoma Ave. Santa Rosa, CA. 

Dn Jullia'rd Estate near Burbank Gardens 


July 24, 1992 


Sandra Gurvls 

208 Academy Woods Dr. 

Gahanna, Ohio 43230 


(707) 524-5233 
(707) 838-8698 


Dear Sandra: 

Here is the information and photographs you requested The 
Church of One Tree will be 120 years old in 1993. I also should 
mention that Robert Ripley's 100th birthday celebration will also 
be in 1993. Here are some brochures and other written material 
to^provide information about this unique museum. You might also 
liKe to know that Jeane Dixon (the famed astrologer) claims to 
have received her crystal ball from the corner of the Burbank 
Gardena which is in front of the Juilliard Park and Church of One 
Tree. The building was moved to it's present site in 1957. About 
half the Church was not saved in the move due to various reasons. 

It is important to note that there is strong evidence that 
Ripley's dad was a carpenter on the Church in 1373. His mom and 
family attended this church while they lived here in Santa Rosa. 


) 


Ripley.lived well and had 
States. He began in Santa Ros 
in class. His teacher Francis 
in her class. He had to drop 
when his dad passed away but 1 
in letters from Dartmouth and 
over 55,000 "Believe It Or Not 
There have been several correc 
but 99?o of the time the cartoo 
inside the museum which is The 


three huge mansions in the United 
a as a poor boy who liked to draw 
0 'Merea encouraged him to continue 
out of school to support the family 
ater in life was awarded a degree 
Iowa Valley College. He did complete 
cartoons all fact over fiction*, 
tions over the years (some famous) 
n was accurate. His memorial is 
Church of One Tree. 


Yes,feel free to 
I wish you well and 
and he was delighted 
It Or Not". Please 
Photos were done on 
for black and white 


contact me if you need additional information, 
good luck. I told Ed Meyer Of your project 
Ed is the historian for Ripley's "Believe 
let me know if you need more information. The 
special paper so that they will reproduce well 
publication. 


Sincerely, 


John R. Hacku 


Cura tor 





Chufcfi, S*ni><bH C«H 

August 16, 1992 



CITY OF 

Monthly Report August 



Notice has been given to residents on Sonoma Avenue that the 
Hogue Construction Company will begin work on underground sewer 
and water construction from August 17 through October 2. 


They will post "NO PARKING" signs along Sonoma 
Visitor Center and the other museums will be alerted 
parking change so that they can advise our visitors. 


Avenue. The 
to this street 


KABC and The Fred and Elmer Show of Los Angeles television 
filmed a section of Sonoma County and our museum this month. It 

this month^ ed ^ L ° S Angeles area in a five P a ^t news report 


The totals for this month from July 19 through August 16, 1992 are 

6 Groups 92 
Adults 358 
Youth 1,27 
Senior 192 
Child 40 


Total ■ 809~people 


Year to date 3689 people 

Admissions 825.50 
Sales 68.75 
Donations 47.11 


Total $941.36 
Year to date $4124.70 


Sincerely, 



John R. Hacku 
Curator 


) 





JOHN ROBERT HACKU 


9433 WELLINGTON CIECLE 
WINDSOR, CALIFORNIA 
9-5492 


January 25, 1993 

Mr. Robert Young 

Park St Recreation Department 

415 Steele Lane 

Santa Rosa, CA. 95403 



Dear Mr. Robert Young; 

the 1993 S seasJn a t°The ^hurch^f 1 n Mon ^ Jgomer Y with regards to 
the budget for next ° ne Tree ‘ He indicated that 

should provide you with the nece'slar^figures°? ^ th ** 1 

needed h pre para t ion'and "cl eaningHf or ^a*^ to tal^of 

days. I have provided cleaning ® ; tal of 180 wor king 

that will be included in thidsfear's “atiLtl™ Jt ^ St 
suggested that Ed O'Leary mivht contHh, J! L has been 

time this year. I would suggest a nfT*® 5 lean " u P 

at the Church of One Tree iPthfq 1 ? f . two bours P e r week 

his 1000 hour limit a doe ? 5 °* interfere -with 

one half hour per day for clean? deluded in the estimate 
and after regular operationTh?f prepa ™ tian before 

half hours per dav n - * com f s t0 five and one 

demands the daily^leanin* Ed S i«? U ? e h f ^ daily museum 
Home&Gardens. *‘ d 18 on board at th e Luther Burbank 

r 

165 days at hours 

Plus 15 days at 5 


Recap: 
Cleaning 
Ed 0'Leary 
33 weeks 


f 


hours = 


907.5hours (operation) 

75 hours (preparation) 


J weejts } _ 

2 hours per =66 hoursf urator Total 


982.5 hours 


volunteer^work ^ t ^h^iTm - h3S p T r< Y lded three "e» names for 
year's “aL / o e ” 6 s '' vi * <=°Py this 

this month. This trainine is b ? gln I° lunt eer trainin S 

Jim Morton will also meet on Tuesday t^fix th^ °H T ^ esday * 
bas swollen shut due to recent heavv rairl s^e door which 

concerns or additions pleLTc^cT IVll BslUUs ^ ^ 

Sincerely, 

John R. Hacku 

Clirarnr 




THE CHURCH OF ONE TREE 
RIPLEY MEMORIAL MUSEUM 


January 28, 1993 


Mr. Robert Young 
415 Steele Lane 
Santa Rosa, CA. 95403 


Dear Bob, 


ihe vacuum cleaner is fixed at the museum. This cleaner 
now worxs v/eli and was repaired without any cost to the City 
ot Scuta Rosa. Cleaning and display preparation for the 1993 
season has begun. The original figure of 75 hours DreDaration 
hp^nni^i a ccurat e . The contract for the 1993 season'needs to 
oe completed for this year. The total of 180 days (^reparation 
time included) is approximately the length of this season. 

ar \ five volunteers this, year and all but two have 
indicated a return to help staff the museum. Ms. Margurita Vaneck 
J 1 J J Gee » . and others originally volunteered to assist-but have 
otner commitments or job responsibilities. They will not be 

~ !* ary Ann Hacku > Patricia Ross, and Frances Rhodes 

will assist this year on tours and reception. Eileen Bill has 

J" «>• inaid, of\5e bunding 

« f fS c f J he ^ nurch which is in dire need. Information 
sheets on these individuals will be submitted to the Park and 
Recreation Department before the season begins. Two of thes* 
forms are included in this report. 

f I 

t .t, 0n Ma ^ c h 5, 1993 there will be an Arbor Day celebration at 

HOme u nd Garden * The museum will have a sisn 
directing folks to that activity during the morning hour. On 
Saturday March 6 , 1993 at 10:30 a.m. there will be a Juilliard 

with re?ardJ r ? Ug ?h With Sally J ° 7 t0 give ? ertinent information 
with regards to the trees in the park. We will be directing 

ourists to this activity before we open our doors that Saturday. 

.,, Jir:1 K ^ ng and Leyton Youngclaus from the Men’s Garden Club 
will provide staxes and identification for the roses in Juilliard 

with nn d rn^ ThSSe stakes are wooden and will be put up 

ith no cost to the city. Bob Kornback, famed horticulturisf 

nas agreed to provide a Juilliard Park "walk tour" during the’ 

Santa S Ro-a n Chanhf t 0 r f J r hn H3CkU iS scheduled t0 speak to the 
Center for of . c °>™erce at the Luther Burbank Cultural Art 

Ki" talk wilt hf H rn f ng nta R ° Sa " ° n April 14 > 1993 at 7 a-". 

, 1 f wl1 S e about upcoming events for 1993 season at The 

Chu.cn of One xree/Ripley Memorial Museum. This is the 100th 
One Tree ° f ^ Ripley and the 120th anniversary of The Church of 


>■ J oronl: ° offices were contacted concerning the movie 
(now set j.or release in 1994) , the new book biography of Bob 
(set ioi release in 1995), and a budget tor new displays. 


page 2 


) Display monies from the Ripley organization and the city 

might be discussed for the 1995 budget. At this time the 
cases and the materials will be displayed with no additional 
costs to the city of Santa Rosa. 

A meeting with Karen Field and Kay Voliva was very informative 
and helpful. Their concerns and suggestions will be taken into 
consicieration with the knowledge that there is no increase for 
this year's budget. We are confident that displays will be 
upgraded and depicted to the best of our ability. Work on this 
area is ongoing and suggestions are always welcome. 


Sincerely, 



John R. Hacku 
Curator 


) 


) 
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CITY OF 

Monthly Report 


June 23, 1993 


The Church of One Tree was the feature of an article 
by Les Allen this month in the papers around the San Jose 
area. Future McClatchy news service stories may follow. 
The Senior Magazine has promised to write an article for 
the month of July on the Ripley legend. This should boost 
our attendance in the next few weeks. The Press Democrat 
has featured our picture in the Sunday paper. Thank you 
for all the much needed exposure. 

The statistics for this period from May 19 through 

June 19 , 1993 are the best ever for this museum in funds! 
collected. 


Admissions 

: $676.00 



Sales 

$ 70.70 



Donations 

$ 33.32 



Total 

$780.02 

Year to date $2497.67 

Adults 

294 



Youth 

71 



Seniors 

142 



Children 

33 



Total 

540 





Year to date 2078 

people 

At tendance 

compared to previous years at this time: 


1989 

1990 

1991 1992 

1993 

1374people 

2201 people 

2086people 2021people 

2078people 

Sincerely, 




■ s. : i /a. 




John R. Hacku 



Curator 






'HI- CilDRCH BUILT OF ONE TREE 



(From ti.o History of the First Bantist 
Jubilee in 1902.) 


Church at the time of the Golden 


The Church Built of One Tree" was the headline caption in the areat dailv 

c^ Ch , 5tdrtled the Ba ' )tist People, then proSd of their new church 
on B street, into the realization that they were the possessors of a 

S “" K|uq „ an,, l or '9'" i " tMJi,dfnq 500n t0 b « known the rnrld over as 

r(na fn h fh Lh f BU dI L 0f ° ne ! ree "- That jt can, e to Them as a surorise is 
due to the fact that the idea was entirely the inception of Mr'. Rufus 

rhur?h’i/ he ' ni J, man at r,uernevil 1e who furnished the lumber, and the 
Church knew nothing about it until the building was completed and the 
announcement made in the papers. M ine 

I?" f° n ’ S0 ' !,e ^ Iail " ed t0 b{? incredulous and some even disputed 

a^Pfi^Mn ff 'r {f arS bef0re the P reser, t pastor came upon the field 
a refutation of the story was printed in the Pacific Bantist. But the 
story went abroad. Eastern magazines and papers published cuts and 
descriptions and gave it a wide circulation. Vet a few were still 
persistent in their unbelief. The writer, shortly after his settle¬ 
ment here began an investigation of the facts and found them to be 
substantia Iiy correct, as published. 

T J. Butts, a very reputable attorney of this city, made an affidavit 
that he was at the tune of the building of said church in the employ 
of the late Rufus Murphy, and that he knew all the facts concerning 
the order of the lumber placed by the church and the fillinq of the 
same at Mr. Murphy's direction. Mr. Butts' affidavit, which is 
pub ished under this head, is corroborated by other employees in the 
mill and old settlers in Guerneville. ■ 

One Sunday morning a few years since the affidavit was read from the 
pulpit the testimony was accepted by the most.skeptical and today 
no one doubts or disputes the correctness of this statement, "The 
Church Built of One Tree". So it stands today the only church in the 
world that can make such a statement. We make an exception, however 
of the floor, which is pine. 

The tree grew near Guerneville in Sonoma County, California, and when 
sawed, yielded 78,000 feet of lumber. 


The Church is Gothic in style, finished with massive buttresses on the 
outside and heavy beams on the inside. The main auditorium is 
60 x 37 with a seating capacity of 300. The parlor is 30 x 20, the 
pastor's study is 20 x 16. The tower on the southwest corner is 70 
feet high. 

The congregation which worshiped in this edifice approximated 500, and 
is the oldest organization in the city, having been organized in 1852. 

The church has been moved from its original location to Juilliard Park. 
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able to sit down and figure out the ia'nswfefl to'i^’InflaK. 
questions for the cost of two pots of coffee and a dozens 
doughnuts. But maybe, if the couiicil is bent oh',:"* 

spending that money, the people whb suggested_ 

it to the museum site, which is on the edge of a historic-.. 
neighborhood already, can call it a reward and split Itri; 

Museum Director John Lofgren is very serious about' 
encouraging the city to bring the chu^-n^doMfP 

Wed have opportunities to work out some rehllMm-,- 
exciting programs," he said, adding that the museum's' 
board of directors is quite excited at the prospectlipjfi# 

• ♦ • • ■ : 

NICK MIROV, an eighth grader at Pomolita Middle-’; 
School in Ukiah, made it to the final 100 inthe National - 
Spelling Bee in Washington, D.C. He WaslKhocked bulfp 
Thursday morning after three rouridsMtheword' Jijp 
“vallecula,” meaning “a groove or ; furrow in a plant or' 
animal structure, as the depression between;the 
epiglottis and the base of the tongue.fSft- , i k : k 


Nick was philosophical about the defeat. “I knewfv^v 
wasn’t going far when they started throwing words Web'" 
that at us,” he told a reporter. 7j* f 

NEWS OF the death of Congressman Clause Peppery; 
proved more startling than you might think to seyeraM'V 
Santa Rosans who saw the headline saying iiPebperM®: 
£ ead .f“ d thought — well, you know what th'eymif^M 
thought. One woman, very concerned, called to find out : 
if our Pepper, who fills the role of town character.for *4t 
Santa Rosa (or did when the town.was smaller/and hatl,^ 
fewer of them), is OK. Answer: she’s Just fiifefl'tieaftvkh 
from her regularly. She's still living alone in an’§>7 
apartment on College Avenue and Isaw her Just lastv^;f' ! 
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Ost 1,000 people exchanged 
i i S k R f a f trees fcr seedlings Iasi 
ted rZV tfle old frees was 

W« Mui" d ” Pl " 8 “ ' 6e G “«<. 
Tae exchange Is open from 9 a.m 
1 P-m. Jan. 3 at an empty lot on 

e corner °/Main and PineWl 

./. ort . Bragg, across from the 
endocino Coast Brewing Co. City 
Jimitears collect the trees, Geor- 
a-Pacific Corp, donates the seed- 
and Pacific Gas & Electric 
fovides a machine to grind the 
ees into mulch. 6 e 


, ioEiTO*- 

-~2 !n 3ono,m Cu ± 



i In Lake County 

In Lake County, Christmas trees 

^£? Pe< ! 0f! be 8 lnn!r ‘S Sun- 
y at the county transfer station in 
Ueport, 910 Bevins Court, or at 
;e county landfill In Clearlakf 
’ J Davis Ave. The trees will be 

in P H d Qnd usecl for landscaping 
ound cover. ‘ 


M7'| m Young and 

Callahan contributed to this 


{Continued from Page B1 
Believe it or Mot creator Robert 
Ripley is cl° se£ j from late October 

ofi» 1,1UalIy U draws a mere 
I visitors — compared with 

HomeXSr V" 6 Luther Bilrb ank 
‘ ome aad Dardens. One reason for 
the smal attendance is the Ripley’s 
Believe It. or Not corporation has 
i °M 0, n? 2 i«st down (he 

S,Stan *"**** F ““ r - 

"»** People, unless they’re a 
diehard fan, aren’t going to go to 
both, said Edward Meyer, Ripley’s 
vice president of exhibits. ' 
Meyer said Ripley’s officials 
would be saddened if the Santa 
Rosa museum closed, but they 
would understand the city's desire 
to better use the build,n& A,Sum 

proposal makes some sense. 

Its a beautiful church," said 
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| Wf cleaning leaves a dull residue of g 

| * ftI° nt bl,iWu P on ,bo carpotpjia fe 
pi On.Mg cleaninn nnor 


Wtof riT " mv:diaU>! y And It’s ideal II 

kiln. 0 roots Hint carpet 13 

f.’;l anu area rugs, tool 
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sl7t!i r hn h0 has hvico vi ‘;iteri the 

Rosa ,n,!Se,, m. "It should be 
us,.d ns a church, a weddine 
' chapel’s a nice Idea ” " s 

Even so, city staff members say 
tf ey are moving slowly on the¥ 
P ans to turn the building into a 
chapel. This .September they gar- 

cn?n JT 0rt frorn tile City Coun- 
S , \ P m ’ C the idea - Bllt officials 
sdh are seeking information on 
issues related to fire safety 
parking, handicapped acces^ 

sra <; ! r 8es " nd isss 
,ta -*• 

p s /rL ‘ni fn °, mo ’ Becr catlon and 
rj r to D'reetor Charles Rust said 

smaln?Cu C0nslderll, 8 keeping a 
of f.!L R , P,ey ! memor,al 111 t,ie lobby 

of the church building. But Jore«. 
son said the city Initially might tr v 
to operate the museum and make it 
availaole to v/eddings. 

mi?hf a mr”°T ,ed88d not 311 brides 
rmgnt HICw to get married in ^ 

m™?®f x !“ bl,s r«nluro a 

-lann Hall Is a lifelona Kant-, 
Rosan who took part In a wedding 
n l le , Church Built from One Tree 

was %% S 5°n W c en the buiidi ”g 
w as st.ll on B Street Nnw ? 

certified wedding consultant nm 

recently toured the building He 

conciusion? With certain modifica-’ 

of o’, 1 buiidia 8 could find plenty 
of use for wedding 7 

2gr?ai«Jh55i?ss; 

mK&TJS""*'”* 


spots for I yodf iMril 

TiKVm 


w iw» you 1 ,® (* 1*3 

,M0W » a MOMUTtJn %% 






